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Uiiildiii^  Up  a  Family  Trade. 

A  rtaik-r  in  oaiitern  Massachusetts  asks  us 
for  advice  about  catcriug  to  a  family  trade; 
says  lie  is  now  fiettiui;  about  thirty  dozen  e^gs 
a  wceli,  and  wants  to  get  better  prices  for 
them  than  he  can  get  at  the  store. 

M  e  thinii  he  is  quite  right  in  turning  his 
iitti'iitiou  to  this,  and  think  he  will  find  it  a 
prolitable  business  if  he  will  give  it  proper 
attention.  There  are  several  points  in  that 
connection,  however,  which  he  should  care- 
fully consider.  It  costs  something  to  get 
family  trade,  aud  it  costs  to  keep  it  — that  is, 
it  has  got  to  be  taken  care  of.  It  pays  a  con- 
siderably better  price  than  the  selling  of  eggs 
to  the  store,  aud  that  considerably  better  price 
is  in  itself  a  good  protit,  but  a  careful  personal 
attcniion  is  the  price  paid  for  that  better 
profit;  or,  to  put  it  dittereutly,  the  better 
price  is  the  reward  for  the  careful  personal 
attention.  Generally  speaking,  a  family  trade  in 
strictly  fresh  eggs,  delivered  say  twice  a  week, 
pays  about  ten  cents  per  dozen  above  the  price 
the  storekeeper  pays  for  eggs,  aud  if  a  hen  lays 
twelve  dozen  eggs  in  a  year,  (and  she  is  not 
worth  keeping  if  she  does  not)  ten  cents  per 
dozen  increase  in  price  means  $1.20  a  year 
increase  for  each  bird.  With  our  friend's  one 
hundred  l)irds  that  means  !S)120  a  year;  and 
that  S120  is  his  pay  for  attending  to  the  family 
trade.  There  is  one  point  in  this  connection 
which  he  should  not  overlook.  He  cannot 
estimate  the  yearly  capacity  of  his  flock  by  the 
thirty  dozen  eggs  a  week  which  he  is  getting 
now.  To  take  good  care  of  family  trade  he 
must  have  eggs  all  the  year  round,  and  he 
must  gauge  his  capacity  Ijy  the  egg  yield  in 
October,  November  and  December,  rather 
than  by  the  egg  yield  in  April  and  May. 
There  is  another  point  to  be  considered  here, 
and  that  is  that  the  lower  price  of  March, 
April  and  May,  will  in  many  eases,  increase 
the  consumption  of  eggs,  and  a  family  which 
takes  but  two  dozen  eggs  a  week  in  November 
and  December  is  quite  likely  to  take  three  or 
fourdozeu  a  week  at  the  lower  price.of  April 
and  May. 

Another  point  we  would  suggest  to  our 
correspondent  is,  that  he  add  poultry  to  his 
egg  business— that  is,  that  he  raise  spring, 
summer  and  fall  chickens,  taking  orders  in 
advance  for  a  pair  or  two  to  be  delivered  on 
the  next  trip,  and  adding  tbat  department  to 
his  egg  business.  We  think  he  will  find  it 
decidedly  profitable,  especially  when  he  gets 
his  business  well  established,  if  he  produces  a 
superior  article  of  chickens  and  fowls,  an 
article  which  would  command  a  faucy  price. 

The  poultry  and  egg  business  is  almost 
exactly  like  the  milk  business,  and  every  one 
is  familiar  with  the  value  of  fresh  sweet  milk, 
new  milk  — cow's  milk  — as  compared  with 
milkman's  milk.  And  it  requires  but  a  little 
education  for  the  public  to  appreciate  the  fine 
flavor  of  freshly  laid  eggs  and  nicely  fatted 
chickens,  just  as  they  now  do  of  choice  milk. 

One  question  which  our  friend  asks  is  how 
toltuild  up  such  a  trade.  AVe  would  ask  him 
in  reply  how  he  would  build  up  a  milk  trade, 
.  supposing  he  had  half  a  dozen  cows,  and 
Wanted  to  deliver  inilk  to  private  customers. 
Of  course  he  would  go  to  the  families  he 
Wanted  to  serve,  aud  introduce  himself  and  his 
business  to  those  families.  In  most  instances 
this  cah  best  be  done  by  a  personal  canvass, 
and  here  the  personality  of  the  individual  is 
an  important  factor.  We  knew  two  men  who 
started  in  the  business  as  partners — one  of 

them  being  a  hearty,  good  natured,  genial 

Ulan,  and  would  make  friends  anywhere  and 


everywhere.  The  other  was  the  very  antipodes 
of  him  —  cross,  grumpy,  suspicious,  and 
would  have  the  greatest  dilKculty  in  making 
friends.  Naturally  the  blutf,  hearty  one  took 
the  business  end  of  the  work,  and  his  success 
was  phenomenal.  Every  housewife  was  glad 
to  see  his  pleasant  face  and  hear  his  cheery 
voice,  and  he  quickly  got,  and  what  is  quite  as 
important,  kept,  all  the  trade  he  could  handle; 
and  we  have  always  felt  that  the  personality 
of  that  man  was  of  decided  commercial  value  to 
that  firm.  He  did  not  furnish  any  cash  capital 
to  the  business,  but  he  furnished  what  was  of 
quite  as  great  importance,  because  the  business 
never  would  have  attained  the  success  it  did 
had  he  not  been  so  richly  endowed. 

A  man  to  secure  private  customers  for  eggs, 
poultry,  or  for  milk,  must  have  faith  in  him- 
self and  faith  in  his  goods,  and  having  that 
commodity,  he  can  induce  housewives  to  give 
him  a  trial.  We  would  caution  the  novice  in 
this  business  not  to  make  too  strong  a  setting 
forth  of  his  claims  to  public  patronage,  nor 
show  samples  of  eggs  better  than  the  average 
which  he  can  deliver.  That  is,  he  should  not 
pick  out  all  big  eggs  for  the  sample  basket  he 
will  take  with  him  when  he  solicits  orders. 
They  should  be  a  fair  average  lot,  just  such 
as  he  expects  to  deliver  week  after  week. 
Furthermore,  they  should  be  clean  and  attract- 
ive. If  they  are  put  up  in  neat  pastboard 
boxes  for  one  dozen  each,  with  partitions 
between  the  eggs,  so  much  the  better.  The 
housewife  does  not  like  to  bother  to  go  and 
get  a  dish  to  put  her  dozen  or  two  dozen  eggs 
in,  aud  if  the  dealer  can  take  his  one  or  two 
boxes  into  the  house  and  set  them  upon  the 
table  without  bothering  the  perhaps  busy 
housewife  any  more  than  to  bid  her  a  cheery 
"Good  morning,"  that  of  itself  favors  trade. 
Of  course  the  simple  request  to  return  the 
empty  boxes  will  be  readily  acceded  to,  and 
while  now  aud  then  one  will  get  lost  or 
smashed,  their  cost  is  so  insignificant  (about 
one  dollar  per  hundred)  —  that  is  a  matter  of 
no  importance. 

It  would  be  a  good  plan  to  have  some  postal 
cards  printed  with  your  name  and  address  on 
the  address  side,  and  on  the  other :  — 

Dear  Sir :  —  Please  bring  me  dozen  of 

eggs  each  Tuesday  aud  Friday,  leaving  room 
below  for  the  name  and  address  of  the  party 
writing  for  them.  One  or  two  such  cards  left 
with  the  housewife  will  frequently  bring  an 
order  where  the  first  or  second  visit  has  failed 
to  accomplish  that  purpose.  The  housewife 
has  found  one  or  two  bad  or  undeniably  stale 
eggs  in  that  last  dozen  she  had  from  the  store, 
and  as  she  realizes  that  that  means  money  out 
of  pocket  in  addition  to  the  annoyance  possibly 
of  having  spoiled  a  batch  of  cake,  she  declares, 
"  There,  I  will  have  Farmer  Jones  bring  me 
two  dozen  eggs  a  week,  aud  see  if  I  can  get 
fresh  eggs;"  and  having  the  postal  card  at 
hand,  she  fills  out  the  request  for  Farmer 
Jones  to  call,  and  another  customer  is  gained. 

A  business  card  is  another  very  good  thing. 
The  writer  has  samples  of  two  of  these  cards : 

THE  JONES  POULTRY  YARDS, 

Greenfields,  Mass. 
GEORGE  E.  JONES,      .      .  Pioprietur. 
EVERY  EGG  WARRANTED  FRESH. 

The  supplyiiig  of  Families  witli  Eggs  and  roultry 
a  specialty. 

That  is  a  neat  and  attractive  business  card, 
and  sets  forth  the  case  in  a  straightforward 
business-like  manner.    Certainly  the  leaving 


of  such  a  card  with  a  housewife  who  is  likely 
to  want  fresh  eggs  and  good  poultry  woLild  be 
likely  to  invite  custom. 

Uei'e  is  another,  considerably  more  costly, 
evidently  an  engraved  card,  though  at  the 
present  time  "  process  "  work  is  so  inexpensive 
that  the  making  of  a  card  of  special  design  is 
easy.  This  card  is  ornamented  with  the  cut 
of  an  attractive  Brown  Leghorn  hen,  and 
below  in  the  left  hand  side,  a  nest  full  of 
attractive,  clean  looking  eggs.  The  card  reads : 


EGGS  LAID  WHILE  YOU  WAIT! 

Family  trade  solicited. 

THE  JONES  FARM,  -  Greenfields,  Mass. 


We  cannot  but  think  the  first  one  simpler 
and  more  attractive,  although  the  humorous 
element  in  the  last  one  would  be  very  attractive 
to  some  people. 

Having  gotten  your  customers,  a  punctual 
delivering  on  your  part  is  absolutely  essential. 
The  eggs  must  be  delivered  on  regular  days, 
just  as  you  promised  —  and  they  should  always 
be  clean  and  attractive,  and  as  a  rule,  of  good 
lai-ge  size.  Generally  speaking,  it  is  unwise 
to  have  one  or  two  extremely  large  ones  or 
extremely  small  ones  in  the  dozen  — that  is, 
extremely  .large  or  extremely  small  ones, 
which  not  infrequently  turn  up  in  the  egg 
basket,  should  be  kept  for  home  use,  or  sold 
outside  of  the  regular  customers. 

It  won't  be  all  smooth  sailing  even  with  the 
best  of  management;  there  will  be  times  Of  the 
year  when  eggs  are  abundant,  and  some  of 
your  customers  will  incline  to  going  l)ack  to 
store  eggs,  because  they  can  get  them  cheaper, 
or  something  of  that  kind.  Do  not  expect  to 
always  keep  a  customer,  because  you  can  not 
do  it.  Upon  this  subject  what  Mr.  liobinsou 
told  us  of  his  personal  experience,  in  his 
comments  upon  the  Utah  experiment  station's 
poultry  bulletin,  in  April  l.oth  FAKM-rot  L- 
TKY,  is  interesting.  AV'hile  considering  the 
selling  of  eggs  by  weight  he  says  :  — 

"  Apropos  of  the  above,  my  own  experience 
in  selling  large  and  small  eggs  will  not  be 
untimely.  Even  selling  eggs  by  the  dozen,  I 
found  it  most  profitable  to  produce  large  eggs, 
because  people  were  willing  to  pay  a  better 
price  for  them.  I  don't  think  any  poultry- 
man  can  hold  a  special  trade  if  he  furnishes 
his  customers  small  eggs.  Again  ami  again  I 
had  customers  quit  me  because  some  one  else 
would  furnish  eggs  jrist  as  good  for  less 
money,  only  to  come  back  to  me  inside  of  a 
month,  with  the  complaint  that  the  other  eggs 
were  too  small.  As  to  the  relative  cost  of 
producing  large  and  small  eggs,  I  can  only  say 
that  the  hens  I  had  which  laid  small  eggs 
seemed  to  cat  just  as  much  as  any  of  the  others. 

"  Possibly  had  all  food  been  weighed,  as  in 
the  Utah  experitucnt,  the  records  would  show 
not  so  nuich  profit  in  the  large  eggs  as  would 
appear  from  the  salesbook,  though  quicker 
sales  mean  quite  a  saving  in  tlie  labor  of  sell- 
ing the  eggs." 

We  think  that  what  Mr.  Robinson  means 
here  by  large  eggs  was  eggs  which  average  a 
good  size,  and  not  abnormally  large,  and  that 
was  what  we  had  in  mind  in  recommending 
"good  sized  eggs,"  and  leaving  out  the  very 
large  and  very  small.  Color,  too,  is  an  import- 
aut  matter,  and  a  nice  brown  (or  yellowish 
brown)  egg,  generally  speaking,  is  the  inost 
attractive  to  the  eye.  Whether  or  not  it  is 
richer  in  quality,  it  is  richer  in  color  — and 
attractiveness  is  a  mostimportant  factor  when 
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considering  a  family  trade,  lii  those  i)arts  of 
the  country  where  while  eggs  are  given  the 
jireferencc,  of  course  large  white  eggs  will 
command  the  fancy  price,  but  as  a  rule  large 
brown  (or  yellowish  brown)  eggs  are  coming 
to  be  considered  the  best,  and  are  the  ones  to 
rely  upon  for  winning  and  lidldiiig  the  family 
trade. 


The  Proportion  of  Foods   for  Hens. 

How  much  grain  shall  I  feed  a  flock  of 
twenty-live  hens?  How  much  soft  food  and 
meat  shall  I  feed  at  the  morning  nicali'  One 
may  as  well  ask  how  many  miles  there  are  in 
a  circle,  without  giving  the  dimensions.  Just 
according  to  the  number  of  eggs  the  flock  is 
laying  will  the  consumption  of  food  be. 

Fowls  should  be  fed  fifteen  per  cent  of  llcsh 
or  fish,  twenty-five  per  cent  vegetables,  and 
sixty  per  cent  grain ;  and  the  more  varied  this 
grain  food  the  better,  while  the  best  of 
vegetable  substance  is  clover,  alfalfa  and 
green  oats,  in  the  order  named.  Beans, 
ground,  when  they  can  be  bought  at  a  corre- 
sponding price  with  othergrain,  are  excellent, 
for  they  contain  thirty-eight  per  cent  of 
muscle  forming  material,  as  compared  to 
seventeen  per  cent  in  barley,  twenty-two  per 
cent  in  oats,  and  eleveu  per  cent  in  corn  —  the 
corn  having  the  great  quantity  of  fat  or  heat ; 
but  the  beans  had  best  be  a  part  of  a  composite 
meal  made  in  the  following  proportion :  15  lbs. 
corn,  15  lbs.  beans,  10  lbs.  barley,  15  lbs.  oats, 
15  lbs.  wheat  bran.  This  grain  should  be 
sixty  percent  of  the  ration,  with  fifteen  per 
cent  fish  or  flesh  and  twenty-five  per  cent  cut 
clover  or  other  vegetables,  the  mash  thor- 
oughly scalded  or  cooked,  for  the  beans  and 
bran  should  be  cooked  to  get  the  most  beneficial 
efiect. 

For  the  morning  feed  give  all  the  fowls  will 
eat,  taking  away  what  they  leave  half  an  hour 
after  feeding — when  all  will  have  had  a  chance 
to  satisfy  themselves.  At  noon  feed  in  their 
scratching  bins  among  the  chaff,  cut  straw, 
etc.,  what  grain  they  will  scratch  and  find 
between  that  time  and  night.  To  know  what 
is  necessary,  leave  the  flock  after  the  morning 
meal  till  3  o'clock,  and  then  place  before,  them 
mixed  grains  —  corn,  oats,  wheat  iind  barley, 
and  ascertain  what  quantity  they  will  eat  in 
twenty  minutes.  Then  each  day  at  noon 
scatter  that  much  in  the  scratching  pen  where 
they  will  busy  themselves  all  the  afternoon, 
hunting  for  and  eating  a  little  at  a  time. 
When  they  are  producing  an  unusual  number 
of  eggs,  anil  their  actions  show  they  arc  not 
finding  enough  in  the  chall'  to  satisfy  their 
appetite,  throw  a  few  handf  uls  of  corn  to  them 
at  night. 

There  is  no  other  rule  that  has  the  endorse- 
ment of  intelligence  in  feeding  hens;  they  can 
not  make  eggs  for  you  without  materials  to 
make  them  of,  any  more  than  a  man  can  make 
shipping  boxes  without  lumber.  Tbe  more 
boxes  the  more  lumber;  so  with  eggs.  —  I.  K. 
Felcii,  in  Country  Gentleman. 


Best  of  £ight. 

FAKM-Poui/riiY  is  the  best  and  most  com- 
plete of  all  the  poultry  papers  I  take,  and  T  am 
a  subscriber  to  seven,  besides  yours. 

Cartersville,  Ga.  W.  J.  N. 

Farm-Poultry  Better  Than  All. 

I  am  getting  five  difTerent  poultry  papers, 
but  Fa1!M-I*()I  LTHY  brings  me  more  than  all 
the  others.  J.  M,  31. 

Salisbury,  Md. 
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Are  W'e  Ruuuiiig  Away  From  Utility  ? 

The  above  subject  is  the  text  of  an  article  iu 
your  April  uumljer  from  tlie  pen  of  Jlr.  Webb 
Doiiuell,  ami  as  you  draw  particular  attcutiou 
to  it,  I  presume  your  object  is  to  draw  from 
others  their  opiiiious  respecting  this  much 
mooted  (juestioii,  not  only  iu  this  country,  but 
in  England,  where  opinions  dill'er,  and  diller 
widely,  on  this  identical  point.  1  have  care- 
fully perused  Mr.  Donuell's  article  and 
weighed  well  his  arguments. 

I  give  way  to  no  breeder  of  show  stock  iu 
my  admiration  of  the  beautiful  and  well  bal- 
anced and  graceful  outlines  of  our  best  »how 
specimens,  and  yet  I  belong  to  the  section  of 
the  fancy  who  contend  that  many  good  quali- 
ties havesuffercd  iu  not  a  few  of  ourstaudard 
breeds,  in  several  ways,  iu  endeavoring  to 
ol>taiu  those  points  called  for  by  the  Standard 
of  Perfection,  which  so  much  time  and  science 
has  been  brought  to  play  iu  producing  in  an 
accentuated  deyree. 

The  drawings  presented  to  your  readers  iu 
conjunction  with  the  article  in  question,  as 
representing  a  Wyandotte,  I  may  say  conveys 
to  me  nothing,  as  far  as  (•om|)ari>on  goes,  in 
-delineation  of  an  up  to  date  AVyaiidotte.  The 
one  appears,  of  course,  bigger  than  the  other, 
and  the  inference  intended  to  be  conveyed,  as 
a  market  fowl  the  larger  has  the  call  over  the 
smaller  at  .so  much  per  pound  ;  but  whatabout 
the  other  side  of  the  question  —  their  hustling 
qualities  to  secure  the  neces.sary  material  to 
insure  a  well  lilled  basket  of  eggs?  1  confess 
I  pay  but  little  heed  to  drawiugs  Icome  across 
either  in  poultry  papers  or  in  embellished  cir- 
culars and  price  lists  of  eggs  and  stock  for 
sale,  other  than  photographs  from  life.  1 
don't  care  who  the  artist  may  be — in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  our  artists,  though  pi-ofessedly 
drawing  from  life,  overdraw  the  specimens 
they  are  engaged  and  paid  for  to  delineate. 
Give  me  a  photograph  every  time  and  all  the 
time.  But  I  am  digressing  from  the  points  I 
intended  to  touch  upon. 

Now,  I  think  Mr..  Donnell  will  agree  with 
me  that  in  arguing  the  question  to  a  finish, 
that  it  is  hardly  fair  to  select  one  particular 
variety  only,  to  clinch  the  argument  he 
advances.  I  do  not  think  (;it  least,  if  it  has 
been  contended  anywhere,  T  have  not  seen  it) 
that  the  Wyandotte's,  and  especially  the 
White  Wyandotte's,  good  general  qualities 
have  been  impaired  as  an  all  round  fowl  by 
breeding  for  show  points  so  far,  but  there  are 
other  breetls  admittedly  that  have,  through 
blindly  breeding  for  mere  fancy  points  whilst 
paying  little  attention  to  utility  points  —  to 
meet  what?  Simply  fashion  and  nothing 
more,  and  to  cater  tothe  requirements  of  some 
judges,  who  apparently  think  that  some  par- 
ticular points  stamp  the  specimen  as  a  ''crack- 
a-jack."'  Uul  before  taking  our  leave  of  the 
AVyandotte,  I  should  like  to  put  myself  on 
record  as  saying  that  I  consider  it  the  best  all 
round  fowl  of  the  present  day,  as  it  is,  for 
general  purposes  —  either  variety  of  them  — 
White  for  preference.  And  yet  I  trust 
breeders  of  this  variety  will  be  very  careful 
not  to  endanger  its  laying  qualities  through  a 
craze  for  mere  size  for  marketing  purposes  at 
so  much  per  pound,  or,  ou  the  other  hand, 
fancy  points  in  thematterof  sti'iping  iu  hackle 
or  an  excessive  open  lacing,  for  which  there  is 
a  great  outcry  at  present  in  the  coloretl 
varieties  —  Cloldens  especially. 

If  you  want  a  rent  paying  fowl,  it  is  imper- 
ative we  must  have  stamina,  and  it  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  many  of  our  best  breeders, 
who  are  exhibitors  as  well,  with  a  view  to 
accentuate  certain  feather  points,  resort  to 
considerable  inbreeiling  to  attain  it;  and 
although  they  may  gain  their  point  in  the  show 
pen,  they  ruin  the  constitution  of  their  flocks 
by  so  doing  to  a  certainty,  and  thereby  impair 
the  productiveness  of  the  species,  and  disease 
and  death  hold  high  revel  iu  the  yards  as  a 
natural  consc(|ucnce. 

Now  let  us  take  a  few  other  breeds,  and 
first  of  all,  the  BulVCochiu.  1  was  accustomed, 
whilst  in  Epgland,  to  see  what  is  termed  the 
full  feathered  kind  at  our  exhibitions  (nothing 
else  would  be  looked  at  there),  and  of  late 
years  in  America  such  specimens  have  beeu 
the  craze :  but  (aild  I  ought  to  put  the  "  but " 
with  a  big  B)  from  careful  observation  and 
some  experience  in  breeding  them  for  a  few 
years  since  coming  to  this  country,  they  are 
simply  not  in  it  as  a  useful  fowl  in  eomiiarison 
with  what  we  used  to  hear  called  the  American 


type  six  years  ago.  They  were  more  sparsely 
feathered  on  hock  and  foot,  and  .somewhat 
harder  in  general  feathering  all  over.  They 
are  better  layers,  better  table  fowls  (although 
there  are  numerous  varieties iutiuilely  better), 
and  only  tho.se  who  have  bandied  the  full 
feathered  or  English  Cochin  in  America  know 
from  experience,  and  know  it  to  their  cost, 
that  it  is  ne.vt  to  an  impossibility  to  keep  them 
free  from  vermin.  It  is  bad  enough  on  clean 
legged  fowls,  but  a  hundred  times  worse  on 
heavily  feathered  ones.  The  same  applies  to 
the  Light  and  Dark  Urahmas.  The  craze  for 
heavy  feathering  in  both  Cochins  and  Brahmas 
in  England  ruined  an  otherwise  useful  as  well 
as  ornamental  fowl,  and  in  Cochins,  at  any 
rute,  American  breeders  are  fast  following  in 
the  wake  of  their  English  cousins. 

Again,  let  us  take  the  Game  fowl  —  and  I 
write  with  many  years  experience  in  active 
connection  with  the  Game  fancy.  What  are 
our  show  specimens  of  the  present  day  in 
comparison  with  those  of  thirty  years  ago? 
As  tUility  fowls  they  are  not  fit  to  be  classed 
in  the  same  street.  Aud  who  are  to  blame? 
Why,  our  judges,  and  no  one  else.  Give  them 
plenty  of  length  of  leg  aud  neck,  if  even  they 
lack  iu  bone  aud  body  formation,  and  they 
look  no  further  for  the  winner.  Reach! 
reach !  is  the  cry  of  both  judge  and  the  average 
Game  fancier.  AVell  balanced  symmetry  goes 
for  nothing,  and  the  most  of  them  prefer  a 
washed  out,  yellowish  hackle,  which  to  my 
mind  should  be  a  bright  scarlet,  as  free  from 
striping  as  possible,  aud  not  orange  or  nearly 
so.  My  ideal  of  a  Game  fowl  is  that  it  should 
have  plenty  of  substance  everywhere  in  leg, 
and  a  thigh  that  tills  the  hand  when  you  grasp 
it,  the  muscle  staudiug  well  out  when  the  bird 
is  erect,  and  legs  set  wide  apart,  with  feet 
squarely  set.  They  should,  too,  have  a  short, 
wedged  shaped  body,  and  good  broad  promi- 
nent shoulders  —  the  body  tapering  to  the 
stern;  breast  formation  round  and  full,  and 
the  texture  of  flesh  firm  and  hard.  In  feather- 
ing they  should  be  tight  and  hard,  making  the 
bird  appear  as  if  clad  iu  a  suit  of  mail.  Neck 
iu  proportion  to  length  of  leg,  free  from 
throatiness;  head  long  and  narrow,  but  wMthal 
strong;  beak  powerful.  This  is  the  sort  of 
show  Game  we  admired  thirty  years  ago— aud 
what  are  the  majority  of  them  now?  Every- 
thing has  been  sacrificed  to  length  of  leg  aud 
neck.  Long  bodies,  round  backs,  hollows 
under  the  eyes,  and  the  legs  of  many  of  them 
spindly  and  weak,  and  unless  they  are  won- 
derfully well  housed  and  taken  care  of  in 
winter,  how  rarely  do  we  see  an  old  bird 
exhibited  that  isn't  a  cripple  in  his  second 
year. 

Too  much  inbreeding  for  fancy  points  has 
caused  the  deterioration  of  the  Game  fowl  in 
England,  aud  the  show  specimens  are  so  lack- 
ing iu  constitution  when  imported  to  America, 
that  not  one  in  half  a  dozen  ever  get  accli- 
matized so  that  they  live  over  the  winter,  and 
should  they  do  so,  are  next  to  useless  for 
breeding  purposes  the  second  season.  I  am 
not  speaking  without  my  book  when  I  make 
the  assertion,  and  I  think  most  Game  fanciers 
of  experience  iu  America  will  bear  me  out  in 
what  I  say.  In  no  breed  of  fowls  has  utility 
been  sacrificed  to  mere  fancy  points  more  than 
iu  the  Game  fowl  of  the  present  day,  and  the 
same  may  be  said  of  others,  where  so  much 
stress  is  placed  by  our  judges  and  the  framers 
of  our  Standard  of  Perfection  ou  mere  fancy 
and  feather  properties,  which  can  only  be 
attained  through  inbreeding,  to  which,  to  my 
mind,  many  of  the  diseases  of  our  poultry  are 
attributable.  I?reeding  in  close  relationship  in 
poultry  is  as  huge  a  mistake  as  intermarrying 
amongst  relatives  in  the  human  species. 
Stamina  is  bound  to  sutler,  and  with  it,  utility. 
—John  Glasgow, in  Poultry  Monthly. 


Toronto  Gets  the  American  Poultry 
Association  Meeting. 

A  clear  majority  of  the  executive  committee 
having  voted  for  Toronto  as  the  next  annual 
meeting  place  of  the  American  Poultry  Associ- 
ation, there  is  no  need  of  waiting  for  theotficial 
result  of  the  balloting,  which  closes  May  'JOth. 
AVe  congratulate  our  Canadian  friends,  and 
trust  when  the  boys  from  the  States  meet  with 
them  at  Toronto  next  January  there  will  be 
lots  of  fraternal  feeling  and  plenty  of  hot 
competition  among  the  exhibitors  from  both 
countries.— .idHiericrtrt  Fancier. 


Ducii.  Raising  for  Profit. 
How  They  Grow. 

Hatching  and  raising  ducks  artificially  is 
much  easier  and  simpler  than  raising  chickens 
ijy  the  .same  process;  and,  again,  young  duck- 
lings are  more  interesting  thau  chickens,  and 
there  is  more  profit  in  them. 

The  earlier  one  hatches  ducks  the  higher 
the  market  price.  Ducks  hatched  in  April 
will  bring  a  good  price  iu  the  10th  or  15tb  of 
July  market. 

Of  all  the  varieties  of  ducks  that  we  com- 
monly consider  profitable  the  Imperial  Pekiu 
is  by  far  the  best.  They  are  very  hardy,  grow 
fast,  and  at  ten  weeks  of  age  should  weigh  five 
pounds.  There  is  no  secret  about  the  process 
of  raising  them  thus  rapidly  to  such  a  satis- 
factory weight.  In  comparison  with  chickens, 
it  will  be  seen  how  much  faster  they  grow, 
and  consequently  how  umch  less  it  costs  to 
mature  them.  A  chicken,  forced  to  the 
utmost,  should  weigh  one  and  a  half  pounds 
dressed  as  a  broiler  at  twelve  weeks.  On  the 
other  haud,  a  duckling  forced  will  weigh  five 
pounds  in  ten  weeks.  The  chicken  will  bring 
in  a  fancy  market  probably  75c.  to  SI  in  March 
or  April.  The  duckliug  in  the  same  months 
aud  in  the  same  market,  will  bring  from  SI. 50 
to  S2.  In  an  ordinary  market  the  chicken 
will  bring  fifty  cents,  and  the  duckling  at 
least  SI.  In  the  July  market  the  chicken  will 
bring  thirty  cents,  and  the  duckling  still  §1, 
or  at  the  lowest,  ninety  cents.  Without  going 
into  a  comparison  of  feed,  it  is  self  evident 
that  it  costs  more  to  feed  a  chicken  twelve 
weeks  to  marketable  size  than  it  does  to  feed 
a  duckling  ten  weeks  to  its  marketable  size  of 
five  pounds,  which  is  over  three  times  the 
weight  of  the  chicken.  Even  if  it  costs  the 
same,  we  produce  oue  and  a  half  pounds  of 
weight  on  the  duckliug,  and  in  two  weeks  less 
time. 

Ducks  are  very  prolific  layers  when  they 
begin  laying,  which  is  about  the  first  part  of 
January.  For  example,  a  flock  in  full  lay, 
say  iu  February,  should  lay  about  twenty  or 
twenty-two  eggs  daily  for  every  twenty-five 
ducks.  After  they  have  been  laying  three 
weeks,  their  eggs  show  a  very  high  percentage 
of  fertility,  aud  it  is  not  an  unusual  thing  to 
test  a  machine  at  eighty-five  to  ninety  percent. 

In  an  incubator  —  and  the  artificial  method 
has  almost  entirely  usurped  the  natural  — 
ducks'  eggs  require  more  airing  than  hens* 
eggs,  for  the  reason  that  their  shells  are 
thicker,  and  hence  it  is  a  little  more  ditlicult 
to  develop  the  air  cell.  In  other  respects,  they 
are  treated  exactly  like  all  hens'  eggs.  They 
may  be  tested  on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  aud 
it  is  surprising  how  strong  the  germ  will  then 
appear.  They  take  twenty-eight  days  to 
hatch,  but  usually  begin  to  jiip  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  day,  aud  by  the  twenty-eighth  all  are  out. 
They  hatch  lively,  aud  seldom  stick  or  die  in 
the  shell.  The  result  is  that  much  more  satis- 
factory hatches  are  obtained  than  from  hens* 
eggs.  I  consider  it  quite  as  imperative  with 
ducks  as  with  chickens  to  leave  them  at  least 
thirty-six  hours  in  the  bottom  of  the  machine 
after  all  are  hatched. 

Brooding  ducks  artificially  is  much  easier 
than  brooding  chickens.  The  heat  in  the 
brooder  should  be  started  at  about  ninety 
degrees,  but  the  secontl  day  may  be  reduced 
to  eighty  degrees.  Ducklings,  unlike  chickens, 
do  not  crowd  in  the  hover,  preferring  to  lie 
well  separated.  Where  it  is  necessary  to  have 
fringe  in  front  of  the  hover  for  chickens  the 
ducklings  do  without  it.  During  .\pril,  when 
the  weather  is  usually  milder  and  the  brooder 
house  is  warm  throughout,  they  will  soon 
prefer  to  rest  at  uight  outside  of  the  hover. 

The  system  of  feed  for  ducklings  is  very 
simple.  After  having  tried  numerous  com- 
plicated mixtures  at  the  start,  I  have  finally 
settlcil  on  a  very  common  formula.  The  first 
meal,  after  being  placed  in  the  brooder,  is  corn 
meal  and  bran  equal  parts,  wUh  a  liberal 
handful  of  coarse  sand  introduced,  all  thor- 
oughly mixed  with  cold  water,  and  fed  in  . a 
moist  consistency.  After  they  are  two  days 
old  I  add  a  small  quantity  of  soaked  beef 
scraps.  This  mixture  should  be  fed  five  times 
daily,  but  only  just  as  much  as  they  will  cat 
up  clean.  They  should  always  come  up  to  the 
feed  board  lively  aud  hungry.  Here  is  where 
great  care  should  be  exercised.  It  is  much 
better  to  underfeed  than  overfeed.  If  they 
are  overfed  they  will  receive  a  setback  in  their 
growth  which  mav  stunt  them  for  a  week.  If 


by  accident,  therefore,  they  are  overfed,  it  is 
best  to  skip  a  feed  or  two  until  they  become 
hungry  again.  When  the  ducklings  are  four 
weeks  old  four  feeds  a  day  are  quite  sufficient. 
When  six  weeks  old  three  feeds  will  be 
enough,  but  the  corn  meal  should  be  increased 
a  little,  aud  the  bran  diminished.  When  eiL'ht 
weeks  old,  and  intended  for  market  solely, 
they  should  be  fed  three  parts  corn  meal  and  ; 
one  part  bran.  After  the  sixth  week  the  beel  J 
scraps  may  be  increased,  and  this  increase 
continuetl  slightly  until  they  have  attained  full 
weight. 

Water  is  more  important  for  ducklings  than 
feed.  In  fact,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  give  them 
Water  first  before  feeding.  Teach  them  to 
find  the  water  fountain  as  soon  as  they  are 
placed  in  the  brooder.  If  they  appear  stupid, 
take  a  few,  one  at  a  time,  and  dip  their  bills 
in  the  water;  they  will  soon  learn  the  road, 
and  the  first  taught  will  teach  the  rest.  Water 
to  drink  must  be  kept  before  them  day  aud 
night.  They  will  drink  and  waste  great 
quantities.  They  must  have  water  close  at 
hand  when  feeding,  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  their  digestion.  For  young  growing 
market  ducklings,  water  to  swim  in  is  more  of 
an  injury  than  a  benefit.  The  food  which  is 
given  them  to  convert  into  flesh  must  not  be 
hardened  into  muscle  by  exercise  in  the  water, 

Green  food  is  the  natural  food  of  the  duck. 
If  you  have  not  sown  rye  in  the  fall,  so  that 
your  ducks  can  obt.'iin  the  fresh  young  growth 
early  in  the  spring,  you  must  substitute  some- 
thing iu  place  of  it,  and  I  know  of  nothing 
better  than  young  tender  cabbage.  After 
they  are  three  weeks  old,  they  will  soon  strip 
a  whole  head  if  thrown  iu  to  them  in  their 
yards. 

Xo  one  who  has  not  raised  ducklings  can 
form  auy  idea  how  fast  they  will  grow.  They 
seem  to  double  their  size  every  week.  The 
following  table,  which  was  carefully  made 
from  experiments  at  Hammouton,  X.  J.,  will 
prove  interesting :  — 

One  week  old   4  oz. 

Two  weeks  old   9  oz. 

Three  w  eeks  old    1  lb. 

Four  weeks  old   1  lb.  9  oz. 

Five  weeks  old  ".   2  lb.  2  oz. 

Six  weeks  old    2  1b.  11  oz. 

Seve  u  weeks  old    3  lb,  5  oz.  I 

Eight  weeks  old   4  lb.  ' 

Nine  weeks  old   i  lb.  8  oz. 

—  E.  O.  EOESSLE,  in  Country  Gentleman. 
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That  Mash  Feeding  Experiment,  Again. 

On  page  14i,  of  the  April  15th  number,  we 
published  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Child,  of 
Glenside,  Pa.,  in  which  he  told  how  he  con- 
siderably increased  his  egg  yield  by  increasing 
his  mash  feed  and  proportionately  reducing 
the  hard  grain.    A  more  recent  letter  says 

"  Mr.  Editor:  —  I  promised  to  let  you  know 
if  I  found  any  difl'erence  in  the  hatch  of  our 
eggs  after  the  change  of  our  method  of  feed- 
ing, as  given  in  my  former  letter.  I  was  more 
than  pleased  with  the  first  hatch,  aud  it  w 
the  largest  I  ever  had  in  the  five  or  six  years 
we  have  been  wrestling  with  incubators.  The 
chickens  were  a  fine  lot,  too,  and  are  growing 
very  well.  The  next  hatch  was  one  better, 
and  today  I  have  a  letter  from  a  customer  who 
got  twenty  of  these  eggs,  and  writes  : — 

"  '  I  would  say  that  I  am  very  well  pleased. 
I  got  sixteen  very  nice  chickens,  all  large  and 
healthy.  Two  eggs  were  broken  in  carrying, 
oue  died  iu  the  shell,  aud  one  was  rotten.' 

As  he  took  the  eggs  with  him,  we  did  not 
pack  them  very  carefully.  I  carelessly  got 
out  of  cut  clover  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  very 
soon  noticed  a  change  in  the  character  and 
number  of  eggs,  but  find  now  that  we  have 
got  back  to  good  shape  again.  We  are  well 
pleased  with  our  success,  and  are  going  to 
make  another  hatch  as  soon  as  we  can  empty 
some  brooders.  We  have  Wyandottes  every- 
where now,  aud  the  oldest  w-ill  go  to  market 
next  week.    Yours  very  truly, 

W.  H.  Child." 


Lawyer  —  "  Well,  aunty,  what  cau  I  do  foi 
you  ?  " 

Aunt  Ebony  —  "I  want  a  deevo*ce  from  ma  I 
husban'.*' 

"  What  has  he  been  doing?  "  'PI 
"  Doin'  ?   Why,  he  done  got  relig'ii,  and  we  j 

ain't  had  a  chicken  on  de  table  fob  a  month."! 

— Ae(c  York  Weekly. 
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A  Ueiiiarkablc  Claim. 


TlitTc  a|ipeared  this  spring  in  the  poultry 
papers  an  udvertiseuicut  of  an  eg-g  tester 
which  clainiei,!  to  test  out  all  infertile  eggs 
and  eggs  with  weak  germs,  before  they  were 
set.  AVe  regret  to  say  that  this  advertisemeut 
appeared  in  Fakm-I'oultky  before  its  real 
significance  was  noticed;  when,  however,  it 
was  seen  how  impossible  it  was  that  such  a 
thing  could  be  done,  the  advertisement  was 
dropped.  Some  correspondence  was  had 
with  the  advertiser,  who  felt  aggrieved  that 
wc  would  not  publish  his  advertisement,  and 
he  claimed  that  testimonials  he  had  received 
warranted  him  in  stating  that  he  could  do 
what  he  claimed.  Upon  examining  some  of 
■these  testimonials,  however,  we  found  that 
there  is  a  ilifference;  e.  g.,  one  testimonial 
stated  that  the  tester  was  a  wonderfully  good 
one,  ami  that  with  it  eggs  could  be  tested 
(tfter  hucinij  been  incxiJmted  tircntij-four  to 
thirty-six  hours  —  a  radically  ditVereut  thing, 
it  will  be  noticed,  than  testing  before  incuba- 
tion. 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago  the  maker  came  to 
our  ortice,  bringing  one  of  his  testers,  and 
wanted  to  show  that  he  could  do  what  he 
claimed  for  it;  whereupon  the  writer  volun- 
teered to  go  out  to  the  market  and  buy  a  dozen 
eggs  for  him  to  test.   We  went  to  the  market 
and  got  a  dozen  of  the  best  "  strictly  fresh  " 
eggs,  warranted  to  be  not  more  than  three  or 
four  days  old.   The  maker  of  the  tester  set 
up  his  machine  in  a  dark  hallway  and  pro- 
ceeded to  demonstrate.  The  tirstegg,  he  said, 
'•bad  a  good  germ,"  and  explained  why  he 
believed  it  had.    We  told  him  that  what  be 
saw  was  simply  the  shadow  of  the  yolk,  which 
can  be  clearly  seen  by  passing  a  strong  light 
through  the  egg  (or  holding  the  egg  before  a 
strong  light)  in  a  dark  room.   We  marked 
the  egg  "  a  strong  germ,"  and  laid  it  aside, 
lie  examined  each  one  of  the  dozen  in  turn, 
declared  that  five  of  them  "  had  good  strong 
germs,  and  would  hatch  good  chickens." 
Four  of  them,  he  declared,  were  ''  in  a  doubt- 
ful state,  containing  germs,  but  the  germs 
were  more  or  less  scattered,  and  the  eggs 
would   almost  certainly  addle,"   hence  he 
would  not  set  them.    The  others  were  "  more 
or  less  weak,  and  if  they  hatched  at  all  the 
chickens  vi^ould  be  weakly."     The  writer 
marked  each  egg  upon  receiving  it  from  the 
Qands  of  the  operator,  brought  them'directly 
home  and  put  them  in  an  inculiator,  which 
had  been  set  that  day,  but  was  not  quite  full. 
Six  days  afterwards  we  proceeded  to  examine 
the  dozen  eggs,  using  a  tester  to  which  had 
been  attached  a  strong  bull's  eye  lense,  and 
what  was  our  amusement  to  find  that  every 
one  of  the  dozen  eggs  was  perfectly  clear,  con- 
tained never  a  semblance  of  a  germ  ;  but,  to 
make  assurance  doubly  sure  we  asked  the 
cook  if  she  could  scramble  some  eggs  for 
breakfast.   Receiving  an  affirmative  answer, 
we  went  to  the  incubator  cellar  the  next 
morning,  brought  the  eggs  into  the  house, 
and  broke  them  singly,  into  a  cup,  so  as  to 
examine  each  egg  as  it  was  broken.  Every 
egg  was  perfectly  clear,  and  had  never  been 
fertilized. 

We  wrote  the  maker  of  ihe  tester,  and  told 
him  the  result  of  our  examination,  and  told 
him  that  result  proved  conclusively  that  his 
tester  could  not  test  eggs  before  they  had  been 
incubated,  to  which  he  replied:  — 

"Dear  Sir:— Your  letter  at  hand.  That 
there  was  germs  in  the  eggs  tested,  I  have  no 
doubt.  There  are  conditions  that  will  prevent 
any  germs  from  developing,  such  as  cold 
storage,  etc.  If  these  eggs  had  been  in  cold 
storage  or  other  adverse  conditions  it  would 
have  produced  that  result.  The  best  evidence 
that  I  have  besides  my  own  experience  is  the 
testimonials  of  those  who  use  them.  I  have 
'etters  from  parties  using  them  who  say  that 
thev  can  do  all,  and  more,  than  I  claim  to  do 
with  it." 

Any  one  who  has  examined  the  plates  in 
Duval's  "Atlas  of  Embryology,"  {Atlas  V 
Emhryologie,  Masson,  Paris),  will  know  that 
the  germ  can  be  seen,  attached  to  the  yolk  in 
a  fresh  laid  egg.  If  the  egg  has  been  opened 
and  the  yolk  carefully  separated  from  the 
white,  the  germ  will  be  seen,  a  small  speck 
about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  white 
'  (or,  rather,  creamy  white)  in  color.  Any  one 
who  has  tested  eggs  knows  that  you  have  got 
to  have  a  dark  substance,  something  which 
will  throw  a  shadow,  to  evidence  fertility; 
iuul  it  is  nonsense,  or  worse  than  nonsense,  to 
claim  that  any  light  will  reveal   that  tiny 


yellowish  white  speck  upon  the  yolk  of  an 
egg.  The  germ  is  sliyhlly  lighter  in  color 
than  the  yolk  itself.  If  it  were  darker  a 
strong  light  would  reveal  it;  but  it  is  not 
darker,  it  is  lighter,  and  while  the  light  reveals 
a  slight  shallow,  showing  the  yolk,  it  will  not 
make  clear  the  presence  of  a  small  particle  of 
a  lighter  substance  upon  the  yolk. 

We  say  it  is  impossible,  and  no oue  ioilh  full 
knowledge  of  what  it  means,  would  make 
such  a  claim. 

The  writer,  the  editor  of  this  paper,  will 
gladly  give  $100  for  a  tester  which  will  do 
what  this  man  claims  his  will  do.  He  has  no 
expectation  of  being  called  upon  to  pay  out 
the  f  100,  because  he  believes  that  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  any  tester  to  reveal  the  germ  in 


Rape  an  Excellent  Green  Food. 


Rape  is  an  excellent  green  food  for  chickens, 
and  fills  a  long  felt  want  of  the  poultryman. 
It  can  be  sown  in  the  early  spring  or  in  June 
or  July,  and  furnish  an  abundance  of  green 
food.  Last  year  I  sowed  a  small  patch  just  to 
see  what  kind  of  a  plant  it  was.  It  grows 
from  eighteen  to  twenty-  inches  in  height. 
The  leaves  in  color  and  shape  resemble  a 
cabbage  leaf  very  much.  It  can  be  sown 
broadcast,  or  in  drills  thirty  inches  apart,  and 
be  cultivated.  The  ground  should  be  pre- 
pared the  same  as  for  turnips,  and  the  seed 
covered  about  the  same  as  turnip  seed.  It 
grows  very  fast,  and  can  be  cut  and  fed  to  the 
chickens,  or  let  them  go  to  the  patch  at  will 
and  help  themselves.  AVhen  they  are  to  eat  it 
in  this  way  I  would  prefer  to  have  it  sown  in 
drills,  as  they  can  walk  between  the  rows, 
and  are  not  so  apt  to  trample  and  break  it 
down  as  is  the  case  when  sown  broadcast;  but 
when  it  is  to  be  cut  and  fed  it  is  just  as  good  to 
sow  it  broadcast  as  any.  Last  year  my  young 
chickens  commenced  to  eat  my  cabbages,  but 
when  the  rape  got  up  four  or  five  inches  high 
they  left  the  cabbage  and  commenced  cn  the 
rape,  and  any  one  knows  that  when  chickens 
leave  a  cabbage  patch  to  eat  something  else 
it  must  be  something  they  like  better  than 
cabbage,  .  I  never  had  chickens  do  better  and 
grow  faster  than  they  did  while  they  were 
helping  themselves  to  rape,  I  think  that  every 
one  who  raises  chickens  should  try  a  small 
patch.  It  won't  cost  but  a  few  cents  to  give 
this  plant  a  trial,  as  five  pounds  is  enough  to 
sow  one  acre  broadcast,  and  one  to  two  pounds 
if  sown  in  drills,  I  have  no  rape  seed  to  sell, 
—  C.  R.  Roberts,  in  American  Poultry 
Journal. 


The  Hen :    A  Dyspeptic  Lay. 

I  love  tlie  geutle  little  lamti  tlial  capers  o'er  tlie  leas. 
I  love  the  cute  aud  cunning  calf  that  wobbles  at  the 
knees. 

I  love  tlie  ttaiiiJ  Thomas  cat,  adore  the  squealing 
shoal, 

And  admire  the  antic  amble  of  the  gay  and  gallous 
goat; 

I  worship  turkey  gobblers,  and  the  turtle  doves  that 
make 

Tlieir  sad  and  soulful  cooing,  like  a  doleful  stomach- 
ache. 

But  in  a  sweet,  soft  symphony  my  spirit  rises  when 
I  see  that  ancient  Amazon,  the  glad,  hilarious  hen. 

I  do  not  mean  the  youthful  chick,  so  tender,  plump, 
and  fat, 

Who  dies  to  feed  the  pampered  maw  of  rich  aristo- 
crat; 

1  mean  the  biped,  sere  and  old,  of  scrawny  shape  ami 
thin. 

Whose  scattered  feathers  fail  to  hide  her  weather 
beaten  skin. 

I  mean  tlie  lean  and  lanky  fowl  with  long  and  limber 
legs, 

Who  possibly  might  lay  a  brick-  but  never  could  lay 
eggs ; 

AVTio  leaves  the  garden  looking  like  a, tierce  tornado's 
track. 

And  seeks  the  verdant  flower  bed,  and  rips  it  up  the 
buck . 

I  mean  the  antiquated  bird,  with  Sarah  Bernhardt 
frame, 

Who  nii-'ht  be  boiled  a  week  or  two  and  still  remain 
the  same ; 

Whose  ligaments  arc  far  too  tough  for  any  mortal 


jaw. 

And  make  the  keenest  carving  knife  a  rough  and 
ragged  saw ; 

And  she's  the  subject  of  my  song,  the  burden  of  niy 
lay. 

Because,  you  see,  our  boarding-house  had  "  chicken 

stew  "  to-day. 
And,  planted  in  my  bosom,  she  inspires  me  again— 
The  indian-rubber,  botler-irou.  gutta-percha  hen, 
JOE  LlNCOI^X.in  i.  A,  W.  Bullelin. 


Milk  and  Kgg8. 

The  analogy  between  milk  aud  eggs  Is  very 
close,  especially  as  regards  the  i|Uulity  of  fresh- 
ness in  them.  Mrs.  Whitiiker,  who  edits  the 
page  of  "  Women's  Interests "  lu  the  New 
England  Farmer,  in  a  recent  number  wrote 
of  the  problem  of  fresh  milk  for  city  people  a.s 
follows : 

•'  The  figures  of  the  Boston  milk  business 
are  more  or  less  confusing  to  uie.  I  never 
quite  understand  all  about  the  surplus,'  charge 
back,'  and  other  contested  points.  I  have, 
however,  a  good  understJiuding  of  what  Hoston 
milk  is  like, 

''  If  it  were  what  it  ought  to  be  IIhtc 
wouldn't  be  any  surplus,  for  it  is  safe  to  esti- 
mate that  most  families  would  use  two  ijuarls 
where  they  now  use  one.  As  for  myself,  1 
would  gladly  pay  one  cent  more  a  (juart  If  the 
milk  was  good. 

As  it  comes  to  me  it  is  cle;ui,  dclivcn  d  In 
glass  bottles,  aud  has  the  legal  amount  of  sol- 
ids— but  it  is  in  its  second  childhood.  It  inii>t 
be  heated  to  the  boiling  point  the  innuicnl  it  i- 
taken  into  the  house  to  keep  it  any  lenglli  of 
time,  and  sometimes  then  It  curdles  before  it 
boils, 

"  The  enormous  sale  of  condensed  milk  and 
prepared  infants'  foods  is  not  strange  to  one 
who  has  used  city  milk,  and  even  found  il  liiinl 
to  bring  up  a  kitten  on  it, 

"  I  have  realized  this  more  than  ever  during 
the  past  week,  having  had  a  fifteen  months 
old  visitor  in  the  family, 

"  One  day  the  milk  soured  when  being 
sterilized.  It  was  the  day  that  the  com- 
plaint was  general  all  over  the  city,  and  was 
explained  in  various  ways,  but  was  probably 
due  to  the  few  warm  days  for  which  those 
who  handle  the  milk  were  not  prepared. 
How  many  babies'  digestions  was  upset  by 
the  warm  spell,  would  be  hard  to  estimate. 

"I  have  not  been  able  to  find  fresh,  new 
milk,  aud  the  usual  resource  of  'foods'  and 
condensed  milk  is  the  last  resort.  I  would 
gladly  have  paid  twelve  or  fifteen  cents  a 
quart  for  fresh,  pure  milk  for  the  little  visitors 
if  somebody  had  had  it  for  sale. 

"  Some  plan  of  bringing  the  babies  and  cows 
nearer  together  must  come,  or  milk  will  cease 
to  be  a  'food  for  city  babes;'  grown  folks 
easily  learn  how  to  get  along  without  it  even 
in  cooking.  It  is  well  enough  to  dream  of 
great  schemes  to  introduce  Indian  corn  to  a 
foreign  market,  but  it  would  be  as  helpful  to 
farmers'  interests  to  keep  people  from  learn- 
ing to  do  without  milk." 

The  conditions  here  are  exactly  parallel  in 
eggs,  as  we  have  over  and  over  again  stated  in 
these  columns,  the  quality  and  freshness  of 
the  eggs  having  a  great  influence  upon  con- 
sumption. People  will  not  eat  stale  eggs  if 
they  can  help  it,  and  if  they  cannot  get  reliable 
fresh  eggs  they  do  without  eggs;  that  is,  they 
get  some  substitute.  There  is  abundant  evi- 
dence of  this,  but  the  case  is  so  patent  it  is 
unnecessary  to  argue  it. 

We  wish  people  would  understand  that  in 
letting  their  eggs  get  stale  before  marketing 
them  they  are  directly  contributing  to  dis- 
couraging the  consumption  of  eggs ;  they  are 
injuring  themselves  and  every  other  egg  pro- 
ducer. People  are  willing  to  pay  almost  any 
price  for  eggs  which  they  know  to  be  fresh, 
and  when  they  do  get  them  they  eat  nearly 
twice  as  many  as  when  they  cannot  get  them. 
Of  this  we  have  abundant  proof  in  personal 
experience  with  customers.  It  is  just  so  with 
milk,  as  Mrs,  A\^hitaker  says.  Her  statement 
is,  "  if  milk  was  what  it  ought  to  be,  there 
would  not  be  any  surpli's,  for  it  is  safe  to 
estimate  that  most  families  would  use  two 
quarts  where  they  now  use  one,"  That  state- 
ment is  absolutely  true,  and  is  just  as  true  of 
eggs  as  it  is  of  milk.  We  need  to  get  producers 
and  consumers  nearer  together,  and  get  the 
eggs  into  the  consumers'  hands  almost  before 
they  are  cold, certainly  before  they  have  had 
time  to  become  stale— and  when  we  can  do 
that,  we  shall  double  the  consumption  of  eggs 
as  an  article  of  food. 


Dyspepsia 

Ib  'weakness  of  the  Rtoinnch.  It  is  the 
BOurco  of  untold  misery.  It  may  be 
cured  by  toning  ond  Btrengtbcniug  the 
Btoniach  nnd  enriching  and  purifying  tho 
blood  with  lloud's  Bnrsupiirilla.  Many 
tbousandB  have  been  cured  by  this  niedl- 
clno  and  write  tlmt  Jiow  they  "can  eat 
anytbing  they  wish  without  diBtresH," 

Hood's  Sarsaparilla 

Is  prciKired  by  C.  I,  llooil  &  Co.,  Lowell,  MasH. 
Sold  by  <lniKt{lsls.   $1,  six  for  ?5.   (iel  lldun'M. 

Hood's  Pills  euro  all  liver  ills.  26  cunts. 


ICES  iED 


J 


After  May  15th 
EGGS  for  HATCHING. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Urowu  V'.Kv  SI  rain;  "the  busliiesit  fowl  of  ihe 
19lh  .  i  riniry.") 

White  Wyandottes, 


PRICE,  $1  PER  SITTING 

For  eggs  from  the  sanic  puns  I  sul  oggs  fruiu  for 

my  owu  chickens. 

Incubator  Eggs,  .$G  per  100. 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


15  AVliilc  Wvamlotli-  fciimlcH, 
a5  H.  I'l viiioiil li  Itoeli  ri'MiiiloH, 
6  ■VVIiile  1'.  i;<)<  k  fi  inal.  s, 

at  the  Bargain  Price  of  75c.  per  iiead. 

1  M  hile  WvHiMlolle  i-ucl,  at 

These  lih'ils  are  all  from  our  l)e^t  lireedlntt  jicDS, 
and  are  all  biiil  from  ihi'  besi  siraln-  in  IIm'  fniiiiliv. 
M.VHION  I'Ori.TKV  VAltns. 

l.rtMiklhH-. 

My  Mammoth  Light  Brahmas 

have  been  adniireil  by  all  who  have  Been  thcni  at 

various  exhibitions  where  they 

the  highest  liouors  hi  strong  coui|ietllioii,  I  breed  uo 
other  variety.  A  few  extra  line  vearllnKS  anil  lots  of 
younp  stocU  for  sab-. 

KDGK^VOOI)  POITI.THV  KAISM. 
ARNOLD  HKIl.liciUN.  Hdx  .'-i;.  Proviili-iifi-,  K.  I. 

BLACK  LAN6SHAN 

Breeding  Stock  for  Sale. 

Almost  all  of  my  choke  breeders  for  sale.  A  rare 
opportunity  tojretrtrsi  class  stock.  Mens  %•!  eiu'li, 
one  year  old.  A  few  at  $1.  Knur  corks  I  and  'I 
yearii  old  for  sale— 2  of  these  witli  scores  ».'>.  Send  for 
circular  to  ^ 

J.  H.  I^OKl>,  Rox  20.  I^nwronce,  MaxH. 

'^FeGG  STRAIN" 

White  Wyandottes. 

Bred  for  utility.  Pullets  of  this  strain  nialiire  ir/iew 

five  monllis  old,  are  above,  standard  iretglU,  aud  have 
averaged  210  hroien  eifff  per  year. 

Vigorous  cockerels  for  sab-  after  S<'|)lenilMT  Ist, 
F.  K.  AVOOD.S.  Xallc-k.  .Mann. 

Do  You  Want  Good 


First  Hen  :  "What  are  those  young  Bantams 
fightini?  about?"  Second  Hen :  "Oh  !  they  are 
disputing  about  the  question,  which  is  the 
mother  of  the  chicle  —  the  ben  that  lays  the 
egg,  or  the  incubator i"'  —I'uek. 


from  the  winners  of  Hapccrslown.  Pawltickct,  and 
Boston?    82  per  slltlnn:  :i  J'i'""'  f<'r 

circular.      CfOLLlN.'S  I'OI  I.TISV  KAKM. 

Pawl  m  U'-t .  It,  I. 

Black  LANCSHANS 

EXCI-DSIVBI.Y.     ^  - 

My  strain  have  always  won  prizes  In  the  snow  room 
in  thefaslestcompetlUon,  Tin  y  are  of  the  trueXanK- 
slian  shape,  with  the  rich  (jieen  slieeD.  and  very  Irec 
from  purple.  I.ook  up  my  wlnnlnvs- 

50  Fine  Cockerelstor  sale  that  can  win  Prizes. 

EKgs  lor  .ale  from  my  .,e,t  Ji; -  ^VNiaONl'"' 
P,  O,  Box  PA  f;r.«iivill<-.  |{,  f, 

RAYMOND'S 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

Larae,  vigorous,  extra  lay.  r^,  ^M  inrirT.i  at  Piw- 
tuX  r  fel7.  .Slock  for  sale :  .ras  *2  \kt  YA  :  i-',  perSa; 
jNOLHAi      '  „        il.  I^tVMO^I», 

Box6S6,  Central  I'al)*,  K.  I. 


204 


R  A-RNi-  Pot  ji.tr  v 


Jtin©  1 


An  Interesting  Kxperience. 

Mr.  Kditor:  — I  got  the  "chicken  fever," 
iiiiil  about  a  year  ago  I  einbarktil  iu  Ihe 
liiisiness,  partly  for  pleasure  aud  partly  for 
profit,  and  my  ex|jerience  is  so  astonishing  to 
myself,  and  as  it  may  interest  and  instruct 
others,  I  write  this  for  publication  in  Fakm- 
Poii/ntY. 

Thoroughbred  Light  Brahmas  are  my  favor- 
ite fowl,  because  of  their  docility.  1  do  not 
like  wild  high  tlyers  and  scratchers.  My 
fowls  are  so  tame  1  can  pick  them  up  any- 
where, and  they  walk  up  to  me  and  eat  out  of 
my  hand  as  tame  as  kittens.  I  confined  myself 
to  one  variety,  because  had  I  kept  more  than 
one  variety  it  would  have  been  necessary  to 
keep  them  all  in  confinement  to  avoid  inter- 
mi.vture.  "With  one  variety,  three  flocks 
housed  in  three  buildings  on  live  acres,  all  the 
birds  could  roam  and  forage  iu  the  clover,  in 
the  orchard,  remain  thrifty,  and  attain  jier- 
fcction.  I  had  building  material  on  hand, 
and  built  the  houses  cheaply. 

As  all  the  poultry  papers  contain  a  large 
number  of  advertisements  of  "  eggs  lor  hatch- 
ing," I  concluded  there  was  a  pro.it  in  the 
business,  and  decided  to  keep  nothing  but  the 
best  thoroughbred  stock,  and  sell  eggs  for 
breeding. 

My  expenses  to  begin  were  as  follows:  — 
Three  large  poultry  houses  complete,  §25.00 
Forty  Light  Brahma  pullets,  full  grown,  80.00 
Three  Light  Brahma  cockerels,  full 

grown,  15.00 
Poultry  papers  and  literature,  6.50 
Boxes  in  which  to  ship  eggs  by  express,  10.00 
Advertising  eggs  iu  poultry  and  farm 

papers,  21.50 
Printed  note  paper  for  correspondence,  2.75 


§160.75 

After  the  above  expenditure  I  saw  au 
advertisement  of  Light  Brahma  cockerels, 
Blank's  strain,  at  §2  and  §2.50  each.  I  ordered 
one  (as  the  advertiser  ranks  high  among 
poultrymen),  and  received  a  half-grown  long 
legged  bird,  six  pounds  weight,  without 
middle  toe  feathers,  gicarm  ing  icith  lice.  I 
complained  of  the  absence  of  toe  feathers  and 
light  weight,  as  the  advertiser  had  guaranteed 
a  thoroughbred  Blank  strain,  and  I  expected 
to  receive  it,  notwithstanding  the  low  price 
paid.  In  reply  to  my  complaint  the  party 
wrote  a  very  nice  letter,  saying  that  he  had 
bought  the  parents  of  my  cockerel  direct  of 
Blank ;  that  I  could  not  expect  a  fancy  cock- 
erel for  the  price;  that  probably  I  would  live 
to  sec  the  day  when  middle  toe  feathers  would 
not  be  bred  on  Light  Brahmas;  and  that  if  1 
had  not  bought  the  cockerel  he  would  have 
used  him  for  breeding  purposes  himself,  as  he 
considered  him  a  grand  fowl,  etc. 

Notwithstanding  this  party  is  considered  an 
authority  on  poultry,  I  could  not  consciously 
mate  a  Light  Brahma  cockerel  without  middle 
toe  feathers  to  my  choice  pullets,  and  I  thought 
of  killing  him  for  the  table;  but  as  the  bird 
had  been  shipped  to  me  over  three  express 
companies,  necessitating  three  charges,  I 
thought  perhaps  I  could  get  my  money  back 
by  selling  him  to  a  farmer  after  he  developed. 
I  killed  his  lice  with  insect  powder,  and  gave 
him  a  variety  of  food  and  skim  milk  daily.  I 
kept  him  four  months,  and  what  I  thought  a 
slight  stillness  of  legs  caused  by  shipping  by 
express,  proved  to  be  leg  weakness,  or 
paralysis.  lie  tried  to  crow  when  he  reached 
proper  age,  but  could  not.  His  head  went 
through  the  motions,  but  the  crow  was  a 
whisper,  and  he  never  tried  to  tread  hens. 
As  there  was  no  prospect  of  realizing  a  copper 
on  him,  I  killed  him  iu  disgust,  and  as  I  did 
not  think  the  meat  suital)le  to  eat,  I  buried 
him  —  a  total  loss. 

;Sow  the  astonishing  part  of  my  experience 
is  that  notwithstanding  my  large  cash  outlay 
and  my  advertising  as  follows : 

T  IGHT  liK.\HM.V  egars,  S-Tor  l-S:  S;i.r>0.  Five 
Acre  Poultry  Farm,  t'lifviol-iiii-iiiulsnn.  X.V. 

3Iarch,  April  and  May  iu  nine  poultry  papers, 
and  thirteen  weeks  in  Utiral  Xew-Yorker,l 
have  not  received  a  single  order  for  eggs,  or 
even  one  inquiry  :  but  1  have  received  thirty- 
twooflers  from  variouspulilishers  who  wanted 
me  to  insert  the  advertisement  iu  their  paper. 
When  I  commenced  to  advertise  I  intended 

to  insert  the  above  advertisement  iu  the  

also,  but  the  publishers  said  that  they  would 
not  insert  a  two  line  advertisement  in  their 
paper  at  any  price  for  anybody.  They  wanted 


me  to  insert  one  inch  advertisement.  AVben 
all  that  is  necessary  to  say  can  be  stalled  in 
two  lines,  I  declined  to  pay  for  eight  or  teu 
lines.  The  superfluous  words  would  benefit 
no  one  but  the  publisher. 

The  large  number  of  advertisers  cerUiinly 
make  it  pay,  or  they  would  not  continue. 
Xow  what  do  you  think  is  the  reason  why  I 
have  not  j-eceived  a  single  order?  Is  my  breed 
unpopular,  or  is  it  because  there  are  so  many 
who  sell  eggs  for  less  money  than  I  ofler?  I 
have  the  best  stock  that  money  can  buy,  and  if 
I  cannot  get  the  moderate  price  I  ask  for  eggs 
from  such  stock,  I  will  gradually  eat  the  stock 
and  quit.  All  that  cau  be  obtained  for  the 
eggs  at  the  stores  in  this  vicinity  is  ten  cents  a 
dozen.  My  entire  outlay  I  consider  a  dead 
loss  from  a  financial  point  of  view.  I  expected 
to  make  §100  profit  when  the  egg  season  was 
over,  but  as  I  have  not  made  enough  to  pay  for 
this  paper  I  am  writing  on  there  must  Ijesome 
reason  for  it.  Can  you  solve  the  problem,  or 
are  you  afraid  to  discourage  your  readers  by 
publishing  this  letter? 

Yours  very  truly, 

Cheviot,  X.  Y.  '  F.  D.  C. 

AVe  think  you  expected  too  much,  but,  most 
important  of  all,  you  did  not  advertise  wisely. 

You  say  you  decided  to  keep  nothing  but 
the  best  thoroughbred  stock,  and  schedule 
your  birds  as  worth  §2  each  for  females,  and 
§5  each  for  males.  Y'ou  are  possibly  not 
aware  that  stock  of  that  value  is  very  far  from 
being  "  the  best."  "While  it  may  be  good 
thoroughbred  stock,  you  can  yourself  under- 
stand that  it  would  not  be  "in  it"  as  compared 
with  females  worth  §10,  §25,  or  §50  apiece,  or 
males  worth  §25,  §50,  or  §100  apiece.  Indeed, 
it  was  only  two  years  ago  last  winter  that  one 
Light  Brahma  female  was  sold  for  §100  in  cold 
cash  at  the  Boston  show.  So,  while  you  may 
be  justified  in  believing  that  you  have  good 
thoroughbred  stock,  we  think  you  are  hardly 
justified  in  thinking  it  the  best. 

First,  as  to  the  great  expectations.  Y'ou 
thought  to  start  right  out  under  full  headway, 
and  that  people  would  send  their  orders  to 
you  just  as  though  you  had  been  before  the 
public  and  well  known  for  years.  "We  have 
repeatedly  stated  in  these  columns  that  start- 
ing a  poultry  business  was  not  unlike  starling 
a  railroad  train.  The  first  purt"  of  steam  into 
the  cylinders  does  not  give  much  momentum, 
nor  does  the  second  and  third,  still,  there  is 
greater  momentum  after  the  second  and  third, 
and  with  each  succeeding  puff  of  steam  into 
the  cylinders.  You  thought  your  business 
ought  to  start  right  out  at  forty  miles  an 
hour  speed," — and  no  business  in  the  world 
does  that.  If  you  had  advertised  judiciously 
you  should  have  gotten  some  business  this 
year,  perhaps  enough  to  pay  your  advertising 
bill.  Continuing  to  advertise  should  have 
brought  you  calls  for  cockerels  and  breeding 
stock  this  fall,  and  next  spring  you  should 
have  started  with  an  already  considerable 
momentum  and  gone  one  step  higher  up,  and 
so  on.  That  is  what  we  meant  when  we  said 
your  expectations  were  too  great.  Xo  one 
should  expect  to  start  under  full  headway;  it 
takes  time  to  get  a  business  started. 

The  great  and  only  test  by  which  fowls  are 
bought  today,  by  the  bulk  of  the  buyers,  is 
utility,  and  while  the  Brahmas  have  consider- 
able merit  as  utility  birds  they  are  distanced 
by  Minorcas  and  Leghorns  as  layers,  and 
"Wyandottes  and  Plymouth  Kocks  as  "all  pur- 
pose" fowls.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact 
that  they  have  beeu  bred  almost  solely  for 
fancy  points,  as  instance  your  own  experience 
with  the  cockerel  deficient  in  miildle  toe 
feathers.  ^Middle  toe  feathers  are  of  no  con- 
seiiueucc  in  either  egg  production  or  meat  pro- 
duction; but  with  you  it  is  the  alpha  and 
omega,  the  one  supreme  thing,  and  it  is  that 
fancy  breeding  that  is  largely  to  blame. 

Still,  a  good  many  people  like  Light 
Brahmas,  and  a  good  many  people  buy  eggs 
for  hatching  of  Light  Brahmas,  but  the 
majority  of  people  who  do  buy  them  do  not 
buy  them  of  men  who  publish  a  little  obscure 
two-line  ad;  of  them,  the  ad.  in  nowise  stating 
what  the  quality  of  the  stock  is; — that  was, 
we  think,  your  greatest  mistake.  To  your 
mind  your  simple  announcement  of  Light 
Brahma  eggs  at  §2  per  sitting  may  have  been 
of  as  great  importance  as  a  quarter-page  or 
half-page  ad.  Not  so  to  the  buying  public. 
Buyers  who  pay  §2  or  §3  per  sitting  for 
Brahma  eggs  want  to  know  what  they  are 
getting,  and  will  send  their  money  to  the  man 


who  can  advertise  a  show  room  record  or 
some  other  substantial  merit  in  their  stock. 
If  you  had  put  a  two  inch  ad.  in  three  good 
poultry  papers  you  would  very  probably  have 
received  some  orders,  if  the  space  in  your  two 
inch  ad.  had  been  judiciously  used  to  explain 
the  merits  of  your  stock.  Putting  your  little 
two-line  ad.  in  nine  poultry  papers  and  one 
weekly  agricultural  paper  would  be  very 
much  like  going  to  the  door  and  firing  off  a 
gun  into  the  air  with  the  expectation  that 
you  possibly  might  hit  a  bird  flying  over. 
Advertising  as  you  did  you  aimed  at  nothing, 
and  killed  what  you  aimed  at.  This,  of 
course,  is  but  an  individual  opinion,  but  it  is 
an  opinion  based  upon  considerable  observa- 
tion, and  some  little  experience. 

Y'ou  close  your  letter  with  the  suggestion 
that  we  might  not  dare  to  publish  it  for  fear 
of  discouraging  our  readers.  We  are  very 
glad  to  publish  it,  because  it  points  a  moral. 
Farm-Poultry  is  never  afraid  of  publishing 
facts  which  illustrate  any  side  of  the  poultry 
business.  "We  want  all  the  light  we  cau  get, 
and  if  your  mistakes  will  prove  instructive 
and  helpful  to  Farm-Poultry  readers  we 
are  extremely  glad  to  publish  them,  and  so 
help  Farm-Poultry  readers. 

"  That  is  what  we  are  here  for." 


AN  OPERATION  AVOIDED. 

Mrs.  Rosa  Gaum  Writes  to  Mrs. 
Pinkham  About  it.   She  Says  : 


The  Unappreciated  Hen. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  the  hen,  and 
not  the  eagle,  should  be  the  national  bird. 
Among  them  is  the  growing  discontent  our 
best  citizens  feel  for  the  eagle,  which  bird  has 
never  given  thorough  satisfaction,  because  of 
its  low  down  nature.  The  eagle  is  a  cowardly 
creature,  and  never  makes  war  except  upon 
weaker  things.  It  never  earned  an  honest 
dollar  in  its  life,  and  its  daily  food  is  stolen 
from  some  poor  bird  too  small  and  too  weak 
to  defend  itself  and  its  property.  Moreover, 
the  eagle  swoops  down  upon  children,  lambs 
and  other  innocent  things,  and  bears  them  to 
its  home  among  the  mountain  crags.  This 
alone  is  sufficient  to  oust  it  from  the  position 
of  being  the  bird  of  America,  and  prevent  its 
picture  from  continuing  on  our  dollars.  The 
hen,  however,  is  a  sweet  tempered,  hard 
working,  productive  creature.  She  is  identified 
with  our  home  life  and  our  domestic  and 
national  prosperity.  She  lays  §20,000,000 
worth  of  eggs  every  year,  or  four  and  a. 
fraction  eggs  for  each  individual  in  the  land. 
When  the  eagle  is  loafing  around  waiting  to 
steal  something  to  eat,  the  modest  hen  is 
attending  to  business.  And  after  a  life  of 
activity,  laying  eggs,  cackling,  laying  more 
eggs  and  hatching  little  chicks,  she  gives  up 
her  life  that  the  American  boarding  house 
may  thrive  and  wax  fat.  How  much  better 
the  hen  than  the  bald  headed  eagle  for  our 
national  bird.  As  a  just  recognition  of  her 
supremacy  iu  the  money  producing  industries 
she  should  displace  the  eagle.  The  domestic 
side  of  her  life  long  since  endeared  her  to 
every  home  in  the  union.  Calm,  gentle,  some- 
what coy,  she  is,  nevertheless,  a  strong,  cour- 
ageous, uncompromising  foe  to  all  that  the 
eagle  is.  "We  hope  to  see  her  visage  stamped 
on  our  money,  and  become  the  national  bird 
of  freedom. — Chicago  Xeics. 


Dignity  in  Hens. 


Several  weeks  ago  I  said  that  our  Brahmas 
were  too  dignified  to  scratch  up  the  garden. 
It  doesn't  pay  to  bank  too  much  on  the  dignity 
of  a  hen.  A  P.  Kock  hen  with  half  a  dozen 
chickens  to  provide  for,  began  to  scratch  in 
the  strawberry  field.  The  Brahmas  never 
dreamed  of  such  business  until  Mrs.  P.  Bock 
started  it,  but  now  —  why,  the  mulch  on  that 
field  looks  as  though  a  man  had  shaken  it  up 
with  a  pitchfork.  There  is  power  in  those 
great  feet,  I  cau  tell  you.  Thus  far,  they 
haven't  injured  a  plant  —  in  fact,  I  think  those 
great  claws  scratching  around  tlje  plants  have 
done  more  good  than  harm.  I  know  that 
strawberry  growers  sometimes  use  a  weeder 
on  their  plants  with  good  results.  Now,  don't 
get  the  idea  that  Hope  Farm  expects  to  bring 
out  a  strain  of  Light  Brahmas  that  will  be 
guaranteed  to  hoe  strawberries,  because  we 
have  no  thought  of  it.  Our  Brahmas  outlay 
any  hens  on  the  place,  and  are  handsome  and 
lovable,  but  we  don't  want  workmen  in  that 
field  unless  they  know  the  difl'erence  between 
a  strawberry  and  a  weed.— Hope  Farm  Notes, 
iu  Hural  Xeic- Yorker. 


Deab  Mb8.  Pixkhasi: — I  take  pleas- 
ure in  writing  you  a  few  lines  to  in- 
form you  of  the  good  your  Vegetable 
Compound  has  done  me.  I  cannot 
thank  you  enough  for  what  your  medi- 
cine has  done  for  me;  it  has.  indeed, 
helped  me  wonderfully 
For  years  I  was  trou- 
bled with  an 
ovarian  tumor, 
each  year  grow- 
ing worse,  un- 
til at  last  I 
was  compelled 
to  consult  with 
a  phj-sician. 

He  said 
nothing  could 
be   done  for 
me  but  to  go  under  an  operation 

In  speaking  with  a  friend  of  mine 
about  it,  she  recommended  Lydia  E. 
Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound,  say- 
ing she  knew  it  would  cure  me.  I  then 
sent  for  your  medicine,  and  after  tak-' 
ing  three  bottles  of  it,  the  tumor  dis- 
appeared. Oh!  you  do  not  know  how 
much  good  your  medicine  has  done 
me.  I  shall  recommend  it  to  all  suffer- 
ing women. — Mrs.  RosA  Gaum,  720 
Wall  St.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

The  great  and  unvarying  success  of, 
Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Com- 
pound in  relieving  every  derangement 
of  the  female  organs,  demonstrates 
it  to  be  the  modern  safeguard  of  wo- 
man's happiness  and  bodily  strength. 
More  than  a  million  women  have  been 
benefited  by  it. 

Every  woman  who  needs  advice 
about  her  health  is  invited  to  v^  rite  to 
Mrs.  Pinkham'.  at  Lvnn.  Mass. 


BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT.  50  cents. 

Fariii-J'oiiltry  Doc  tor,  .",()  crnts. 

Profitable  I'oiillry  I'ariiiing,  eciils. 
A  Liviii;;  From  l*oiiltry,  i-eiits. 
A  Few  Hens,  iiionlblv.  ono  yr.  25  tvnts. 

All  tlu- alK.vi-  r.>r  Sl.OO.    .\<:ilri  s6 

MICHAEL  K.  BOYEE,  Haumionton,  >'.  J. 


CUT  THE  FEED 

F or  your  hens 


lengths 


In  the  winter  when  ovorv  irroen  thins  killed, 
fowKscrave  foraclianse  of  diet.  To  be  proliUble 
they  must  have  it.  Finely  cut  clover  or  iiilr  il  hay, 
sciiiiled  and  niix<  il  with  the  other  feed  U_  the 
place  of  trrepu  ijniss.   

THIS  FEED  CUTTER 

propari  s  it  to  a  nil  ety.  It  isn't  a  toy  Init  .a  prrfoct 
and  reliable  machine.  It  cuts  rnpidly.  is  slronit 
and  durable  and  iiuickly  adjusted  to  cut  ditTi  ivnt 
lencrths.  Huy  it  and  s;ive  oil  your  feed  bills,  and 
proiliice  eggn  i It  irfii  for.  when  efftrs  are  wortli 
nmiu'V.    Writi-  fill-  circulars  aud  prices, 

THE  BELCHER  &   TAYLOR  A.  T.  CO. 

Box  72,       CHICOPEE  FALLS,  MASS. 


CLEANED  AND  FILLED 
in  a  Minute. 

The  latt  sl.ciieapesi  and  best. 
Si  c  the  name.   JusI  w  lialymi 
li  e  looking' for.  Every  one  I 
-  !>  s  ■■perfect  success."  Send  | 
fur  circular. 

ATSATT  BKOS., 
niattapoisett,  Ma88i_ 


Tlie 

Sani<ary< 
PouHry 

Fountain 


FOR  POULTRY. 

Bone  -Ileal  -  -  PeriOO  ftBag,  §2.50 
Granulated  Bone  -  lb  " 

Grounfl  Bcel' .Straps       "  l'"  " 
t'alcite       -      -     -        "  iiio  lb  "  I.oW 
Crushed  Flint  -     -        "  2(io  lb  "  l-gO 
CrushedO>=.ter  Shells     "  2U0  ft  "  l-oO 

Price  List  and  Samples  free.  Orders  Bhipped 
promptly  by  freight  on  receipt  of  price.  Liberal  dis- 
counts on  lar^e  quantities  to  Dealers. 

YORK  CHEMICAL  WORKS,  York,  Pa. 
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SOS 


An  Iiit'ubator  Experience. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  am  an  earnest  reader  of 
Faum-Poultry,  and  get  many  valuable  hints 
about  cliicliens  from  it,  and  now  will  be  very 
grateful  to  yon  if  yon  will  lit'lp  me  ont  on  the 
incubator  question.  I  am  just  linishing  up 
my  second  hat(;h  with  IGO-egg  Globe  machine; 
have  not  had  the  success  I  desire  either  time. 
The  first  time,  as  a  friend  said  they  would 
hatch  just  as  well  if  there  were  a  few  eggs 
laid  on  top  of  the  others,  I  had  about  twenty 
on  top;  these  laid  in  the  ends  of  the  trays, 
and  they  hatched  much  better  than  those  in 
the  tray.  They  were  from  Friday  till  Tuesday 
hatching;  many  of  them  were  so  weak  they 
died.  The  thermometer  to  the  machine  was 
broken  when  1  got  it  (second  hand,  run  one 
year) ;  the  tirm  have  sent  me  two,  both  broken 
before  they  reached  me,  so  I  have  used  a 
common  thermometer.  As  so  many  chickens 
hatched  so  slow  the  first  time,  1  run  a  little 
higher  temperature  this  time,  104°  first  week, 
and  105°  to  10(5°  last  two  weeks.  Directions 
say  put  in  moisture  pans  fifth  day,  and  if 
moisture  stands  on  glass  door  more  than  half 
an  inch,  or  if  it  seems  very  moist  between  the 
doors,  take  out  some  moisture.  Both  times, 
after  putting  in  the  moisture,  the  outside 
wood  door  has  looked  very  damp,  drops  of 
•water  almost  running  over  it  when  I  would 
let  it  down.  So  I  took  out  part  of  the  pans. 
The  machine  is  in  the  house  cellar,  where 
water  is  constantly  standing  in  cue  corner. 
It  has  three  outside  windows,  but  have  kept 
Ihem  closed  constantly,  also  the  doors,  as  I 
could  hiive  a  more  even  temperature  by  so 
doing.  The  machine  hatched  from  fourteen  to 
twenty  chicks  the  twenty-first  day.  Now  I 
have  about  thirty  the  twenty-second  day. 
Have  had  only  one  hundred  and  for(,y-one 
eggs  in  this  time.  Take  out  the  eggs  each 
morning,  turn  them,  and  leave  them  out  while 
I  trim  the  lamp,  not  more  than  ten  minutes. 
Have  just  broken  sixty-one  eggs;  ten  were 
clear,  nineteen  had  something  started  to  form, 
thirty  had  chickens  nearly  or  quite  ready  to 
leave  the  shell,  but  all  thirty,  as  also  some  I 
have  alive,  had  more  or  less  of  the  yolk  still 
protruding  from  them.  Two  could  kick,  and 
gasped  several  times.  I  have  had  the  venti- 
lators nearly  vvide  open  all  the  time.  The  nine- 
teenth day  I  found  the  moisture  pans  nearly 
dry,  and  put  more  water  in  ;  from  the  morning 
of  the  twentieth  day  have  had  all  four  pans 
in.  When  broken,  the  skin  of  the  eggs  in 
several  cases  was  dry  on  the  outside,  and  the 
shell  crumbly,  but  always  moist  on  the  inside. 
Several  had  a  bloody  membrane  about  them 
—  and  in  no  case  was  the  chicken  dry. 

If  you  were  running  a  brooder  with  bottom 
heat  that  troubled  to  keep  the  temperature 
low  enough,  where  would  yog  let  in  air? 

Hoping  I  may  obtain  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, and  not  trouble  you  too  much,  I  am 
Yours  respectfully, 
Gridley,  111.  Mrs.  S. 

This  letter  illustrates  one  of  the  difficulties 
of  an  editor's  position.  He  is  asked  to  give 
i  an  opinion  about  an  inculiator  which  he  never 
s:ivv,  almost  never  heard  of,  and  knows 
absolutely  nothing  about.  In  the  first  place, 
Mrs.  S.  made  a  mistake  in  putting  eggs  on  top 
of  the  others.  It  is  impossible  that  the  con- 
ditions should  be  the  same,  for  on  top  it  was 
certainly  warmer.  That  was  mistake  number 
j  one,  and  shows  that  the  friend  who  advised 
her  they  would  hatch  "just  as  well,"  knew 
nothing  about  the  conditions  of  hatching  by 
Incubator. 

She  bought  the  machine  second  hand,  and 
!  as  the  thermometer  was  broken,  she  used  a 

common  one,  which  probably  means  one  that 

may  have  been  two  or  three  (or  even  five) 
degrees  out  of  the  way.  The  first  advice  we 
would  give  her  would  be  to  get  at  least  two 
reliable  tested  thermometers,  so  that  she 

I  would  know  something  of  what  the  tempera- 

'  ture  of  the  machine  is. 

The  fact  that  her  chickens  -were  four  days 
in  hatching  would  indicate  that  her  tempera- 
ture had  been  too  low,  and  had  been  uneven, 
;md  the  fact  that  the  eggs  laid  on  top  hatched 
better,  would  point  to  the  average  tempera- 
ture having  been  too  low,  and  those  eggs,  get- 
ling  more  heat,  would  be  nearer  the  proper 

I  temperature,  and  doubtless  hatched  first. 
Another  stumbling  block  here  is  the  matter  of 
moisture.  Her  directions  say,  "putin  moisture 

[pans  the  fifth  day."   Personally  we  do  not 

Uhink  any  incubator  requires  th?t,  if  it  is 


properly  ventilated,  there  being  a  close  alli- 
ance between  the  ventilation  and  moisture 
question.  We  think  she  made  a  mistake  in 
keeping  her  cellar  doors  and  windows  con- 
stantl)-  closed.  That  would  mean  a  close, 
stull'y  air  in  the  cellar,  and  no  incubator  in 
the  world  can  hatch  strong  healthy  chicks  if 
it  is  run  three  weeks  in  a  close,  stufly  atmos- 
phere. Fresh  air  the  embryos  within  the  egg 
must  have,  and  fresh  air  they  cannot  get  in 
such  a  cellar,  shut  up  as  Mrs.  S.  describes. 
AVe  have  come  to  believe  in  having  a  great 
deal  of  fresh  air  about  our  incubators,  and  we 
supply  it  freely  to  the  embryos  within  the 
machine.  That  is,  a  constant  supply  of  fresh 
air  is  an  important  factor  in  good  hatches 
of  strong  healthy  chicks.  Where  a  hatch 
dawdles  along  as  did  this  one,  the  chicks  are 
invariably  weakly  and  "  pindling;"  they  drag 
out  n  miserable  existence  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  go  over  to  the  majority. 

Probably  Mrs.  S.  did  not  test  her  eggs  at  all. 
The  ten  eggs  which  were  perfectly  clear 
could  have  been  taken  out  and  used  in  cook- 
ing if  the  eggs  had  been  tested  at  the  end  of 
six  or  seven  days.  The  nineteen  which  had 
started  and  then  died  could  have  been  taken 
out  at  the  second  test,  about  the  seventeenth 
day,  and  the  hatch  would  probably  have  been 
better  had  they  been  removed.  These  dead 
germs  left  in  the  machine  more  or  less  vitiate 
the  air  and  weaken  the  growing  embryos. 

The  yolk  unabsorbed  in  the  thirty  eggs 
shows  that  they  were  hatched  in  too  low  a 
temperature,  that  is,  averaging  too  low.  Of 
course  Mrs.  S.  has  learned  long  ere  this  that 
those  chickens  never  make  a  live  of  it,  and 
better  be  put  out  of  their  misery  at  the  outset. 

The  clbsing  question  refers  to  admitting  air 
to  a  brooder.  Every  well  appointed  brooder 
has  provision  for  this  in  the  shape  of  ventila- 
tors over  the  top,  above  the  hover  level,  so 
that  cool  fresh  air  can  be  let  in,  and  the  too 
hot  air  let  out  at  the  same  time.  Provision 
should  be  made  for  opening  or  closing  these 
ventilators  as  soon  as  desirable,  or  as  the 
temperature  requires.  For  example,  it  is 
sometimes  necessary  to  close  them  on  the 
windward  side,  and  leave  them  open  on  the 
leeward  side.  It  is  well,  too,  that  there  should 
be  a  stop  attached  to  the  slide  that  closes  the 
ventilators,  which  will  prevent  their  being 
closed  absolutely.  That  is,  a  tiny  crevice 
should  be  left  open,  so  that  some  air  will 
always  be  coming  in. 


Moistening  Eggs  During  Ineiibation. 

"If  the  nests  get  very  dry,  as  they  are  apt  to 
do  in  dry  spring  weather,  pour  a  few  spoon- 
fuls of  warm  water  into  the  soil  at  the  corners 
of  the  nest  once  or  twice  during  the  three 
weeks.  This  will  percolate  the  soil  under  the 
nest,  and  keep  the  whole  slightly  moist.  Do 
not  overdo  it,  as  we  do  not  want  the  nest 
sloppy.  This  we  find  netter  than  sprinkling 
the  eggs.  About  three  days  before  hatching 
soak  the  eggs  for  a  few  minutes  in  a  bowl  of 
warm  water  at  10-5°.  Test  with  a  thermometer 
until  you  are  sure  what  105°  is." 

"  On  the  hatching  morning  we  like  to  dip 
the  eggs  in  warm  water  again;  if  chipped, 
place  the  thumb  over  the  chip,  and  just  dip  in 
and  out  again." 

The  extracts  quoted  above  are  from  an 
article  in  Poultry,  (Eng.),  on  the  management 
of  thei  sitting  hen,  by  Geo.  A.  Palmer,  one  of 
the  leading  practical  poultrymen  of  England. 
Reading  them  I  was  forcibly  reminded  of  a 
reference  made  in  F.-P.  some  years  ago  to  the 
perpetuation  by  Hammontou,  (N.  .1.),  broiler 
men  of  some  of  the  prominent  mistakes  of  the 
pioneer  broiler  raisers.  This  is  another  of  the' 
cases  where  people  go  on  doing  useless  things 
just  because  they  have  always  done  them,  or 
because  other  people  do  them. 

I  have  moistened  eggs— lots  of  them;  have 
sprinkled  them  in  the  nests,  dipped  them  in 
water,  poured  water  around  the  nests,  applied 
it  in  every  way  that  the  ingenuity  of  the 
poultry  keeper  could  devise,  and  have  had 
good  hatches  follow"  this  treatment;  but  I 
have  had  just  as  good  hatches  using  no 
moisture  at  all  when  the  amount  of  moisture 
in  the  atmosphere  was  much  less.  This  was 
in  a  very  dry  climate,  and  at  a  high  altitude.  I 
cannot  conceive  of  its  ever  being  necessary  to 
moisten  eggs  in  England  or  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States  where  crops  can  be  grown  with- 
out irrigation.  I  have  hatched  chicks  und(»r 
hens  by  the  hundred  in  Colorado,  in  the  dryest 
of  seasons,  wetting  the  eggs  only  in  case  a  hot 
wind  blew  while  the  chicks  were  coming  out. 
Even  then  it  wa.s  not  absolutely  necessary  if 


the  hens  sat  closely  on  the  eggs,  thus  prevent- 
ing rapid  drying  of  the  nieml)raucs  enveloping 
the  chick. 

In  this  case  there  can  be  no  room  whatever, 
as  I  see  it,  for  difi'erences  oi  opinion.  If  eggs 
can  be  regularly  hatched  in  a  dry  clinnitc 
without  being  moistened,  it  is  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  they  need  moisture  in  a  damp  climate. 

It  is  easy  to  see  how  and  why  there  was  no 
ditlerence  between  hatching  with  and  hatc  li- 
ing  without  moisture,  when  we  consider  that  it 
is  simply  impossible  for  moisture  applied  for 
a  few  seconds  or  a  few  minutes  to  have  an 
appreciable  efiect  inside  the  shell.  An  egg 
shell  is  porous,  but  not  so  porous  as  to  admit 
of  the  rapid  absorption  necessary  if  thi' 
moisture  is  to  have  any  ell'ect  on  the  hatch. 

I  doubt  whether  even  in  incubators  the 
moisture  question  is  of  as  great  importance  as 
is  commonly  supposed.  Some  weeks  ago  I 
was  at  Mr.  0.  I.  Nesmith's,  at  Heading.  i\Ir. 
Nichols,  the  foreman,  was  cleaning  out  an 
incubator  from  which  a  hatch  had  just  been 
taken.  I  put  my  hand  into  the  moisture  pan. 
There  was  no  moisture  there.  I  drew  it  out; 
the  tips  of  my  fingers  were  covered  with  dust. 

Mr.  N.  told  me  that  they  had  used  moisture 
only  a  very  few  times  the  past  winter,  not 
more  than  two  or  three  times  altogether. 
Most  of  the  machines  had  had  no  moisture  in 
at  any  time.  They  run  twenty-one  machines, 
and  have  probably  hatched  more  chicks  this 
season  than  any  plant  near  Boston.  Their 
incul)ator  room  is  dry  and  well  ventilated.  It 
can  hardly  be  called  a  cellar.  They  have 
abandoned,  practically,  the  use  of  moisture  in 
the  machines  because  as  the  result  of  numer- 
ous experiments  they  found  eggs  hutching  just 
as  well  without  the  moisture.  Though  not  an 
incubator  expert  myself,  I  must  say  that 
perusals  of  articles  on  moisture  long  ago  con- 
vinced me  that  not  one  in  ten  who  wrote  on  the 
subject  seemed  to  me  to  have  made  tests  which 
satisfactorily  demonstrated  his  theories.  In 
the  other  nine  cases  it  was  open  to  doubt 
whether  the  application  of  moisture  had  at  all 
att'ected  the  hatch.  Such  a  view  of  the  case  ■ 
will,  of  course,  call  for  protests  from  those 
who  think  otherwise;  but  here  I  have  given 
two  very  cogent  and  indisputable  facts  show- 
ing that  moisture  is  not  necessary  even  under 
conditions  where  it  is  generally  said  to  be 
indispensable;  and  it  seems  now  that  the  bur- 
den of  proof  would  be  on  those  who  advocate 
its  use.  It  remains  for  them  to  show  that  the 
success  or  failure  of  their  hatches  is  due  to  the 
regulation  of  the  moisture,  and  cannot  be  due 
to  anything  else;  that  no  other  condition  of 
a  particular  hatch  had  the  essential  bearing  on 
the  result.  This  will  not  be  an  easy  thing  to 
do,  but  until  it  is  done  the  moisture  advocates 
must  sing  small.         -John  H.  Robinson. 


A  Georgia  Hen  Coop. 

"  The  charm  is  in  the  timber,"  said  he. 
"  No,"  said  I. 

"  Fact,  just  the  same,"  said  he.  "  You  don't 
see  it  on  the  outside,  and  you  don't  know  it, 
but  the  darkies  around  here  do,  and  they 
won't  come  within  one  hundred  yards  of  that 
coop  if  they  can  help  it,  I  don't  care  how  full 
of  chickens  it  is.  'Cause  why?  It  is  built  of 
the  timbers  of  a  gallows  on  which  a  man  was 
hung  about  three  months  ago  in  another 
county.  It  cost  me  something  extra  to  get 
it,  but  it  has  more  than  paid  for  itself  since  I 
have  had  it,  and  I  am  in  the  market  now  to 
buy  all  the  second  hand  scaftblds  in  Georgia. 
If  you  run  across  a  sherift'any  place  with  one 
for  sale,  let  me  know  by  next  mail,  won't  you, 
please?  " 

"  It  was  a  true  bill,"  concluded  the  traveling 
man,  "  for  I  saw  a  darkey  tried  on  it,  and  he 
refused  a  big  silver  dollar  to  go  down  to  the 
coop  to  get  a  chicken  for  breakfast."—  Wash- 
ington Star. 


What  the  great  majority  of  those  who  keep 
poultry  want  is  a  single  variety  that  will 
supply  plenty  of  eggs,  a  good  carcass  for  the 
table,  and  at  the  same  time  be  possessed  of  the 
necessary  motherly  instincts  to  hatch  and  rear 
their  young.  In  other  words,  they  want  an 
all  around  utility  breed.— ForiUry  Ilerald. 

Exactly  so!  And  we  have  just  those  utility 
birds  in  the  Wyandottes  and  Plymouth  Rocks. 

But,  you  must  look  out,  dear  brother,  or 
some  of  the  little  chaps  will  be  sneering  at  you 
as  a  "utility  howler." 


(J         KINO  OF  TIIE  PCHJLTRy  YARD 

eRANSOMVILLE,  X.  Y.,  Sept.  29,  1S97. 
Gniildiicn: — After  usinj^  your 
American  Poultry  Food  for  a 

year,  we  are  pleased  to  say  that 
we  have  never  found  anything 
^  to  equal  it  as  a  feed  for  laying 
^  hens  and  growing  chicks,  and 
1^  in  the  future  we  will  use  it  to 
y3  the  exclusion  of  every  other 
^  kind  of  feed. 

W.  R.  CURTISS  &  CO. 

^     If  Your  Local  Dealer  Does  Not  Keep 


AMERICAN 
POULTRY  FOOD 


For  full  information,  address 
THE  AMERCIAN  CEREAL  CO.,  ^ 
Chicago  or  Boston. 

■X30O9000OQ0OQ0Q 

BARGAINS  IN  BREEDING  DUCKS 

'J'l.  make  room  for  voiiui;  slock  will  sell  pari  of  our 
hreeflers  at  S1.50  each;  or  four  for  S5.  Must  bo 
taken  at  once.  AU  of  tliem  arc  extra  gooil  layers. 

MICHAEIi  K.  BOYEK,   Hammonton,  N.  J- 


Chicken  Cholera  and  Roup 

are  contagious  Diseases. 

When  ttiey  uro  iiitnnliR-t*d  intu  a  tluck 
of  chickens  they  will  kill  them  all,  unless 
proper  remedies  are  promptly  employed. 

Chloro^ 
Naptholeummmm  I 

will  prevent  these  diseases  J 

and  where  properly  used  \\'ill  t'l'KK  'IIIEa^^ 
after  they  have  taken  hold.    It  is  a  vei-y  ] 
valuable  disinfectant  ] 

and  should  lie  used  continually.  It  will  also] 
destroy  the  lice  and  other  vermin  that  trouble  ( 
the  hen  house.  It  is  non-poisonous  and  may  be  ( 
used  with  perfect  .safety.  AGEA'TS  WA.XTEI)  ( 
everywhere.  (1.5e.  per  quart;  .^^L.'jO  per  gallon.  ( 
WEST  DISINFECTING  CO..  ( 
206-808  E.  fttthSt.,  NEW  YORK.  , 


BUFFINTON'S  BUFFS 

Won  B7  prizes  at  Fall  River.  New  London,  RiilTalo, 
and  Boston.  Price  of  b^r^'s  reduced.  Will  now  sell 
from  Buff  Wvandottes,  Buff  and  Barred  riymoulli 
Rocks,  Buff  and  While  Lcfrhorns,  Buft'  focliiiih  and 
Rhode  Island  Reds,  $1.2.1  for  15:  S3  for  46:  Iiiculiator 
eggs  $i  for  100;  $7  for  200.  Ciood  brecdluj;  slock  for 
sale. 

BOWtAND  G.  T5UFFINTON, 
Box  R77,  Fall  Itiver,  MaBB. 


We  have  no  more  eggs  for  sale,  but  if  you  say  so  we 
can  book  your  order  how  for 

=  BREEDERS  = 

and  deliver  when  'tis  most  convenient  for  you  to 
receive  them.  Will  make  the  price  right,  and  ■guar- 
antee satisfaction.   A  booklet  free. 

A.  J.  HALLOCK, 

Atlantic  Farm,  Box  B,  ,Si)eonk,  I..  I.,  N.  Y. 
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SoiiK'  Iiitcrcstiiif;  Experiences. —  A 
Jjfcture. 

By  M.  iV.  ISaldwix,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

I  wish  lo  thank  you  in  ailvauce,  friends,  for 
your  iutere.steil  attention  to  what  I  have  to 
teil  you,  and  assure  you  that  auy  conclusions 
I  may  reach  are  not  Dual — nothing  in  the 
poultry  Inisincss  is  final  until  we  receive  the 
money  from  the  butcher. 

My  strong  hold  in  poultry  matters  is  scrubs 
and  15.  P.  Uocks ;  I  know  the  scrubs,  and  have 
handled  them,  liesults  from  breediuf;  them 
are  surprisinf?;  they  grow  and  flourish  like  the 
"green  bay  tree;  "  they  come  all  sizes,  shapes 
and  colors;  seldom  if  ever  does  one  drown  in 
the  drinking  fountain;  and  in  the  high  class 
flock  of  your  neighbor  docs  the  mongrel 
rooster  get  in  his  best  licks.  Xo  chance  of 
infertility  in  that  flock  unless  the  fence  is 
twenty  feet  high  and  founded  on  solid  rock. 
All  the  foregoing  traits  are  established  facts, 
until  llie  time  comes  when  you  think  that  you 
can  turn  these  vigorous  traits  to  profit.  Kor 
instauce,  whenever  your  neighbor  wanted  a 
dozen  eggs,  or  chicks  for  frying,  or  hen  for 
stewing,  or  cockerel  for  roasting,  you  just 
made  a  sneak  into  the  chicken  house,  and 
soon  fillecl  tlie  order;  the  (juarter  or  half- 
dollar  received  was  so  much  "found,"'  profit 
or  loss  was  never  figured,— that  half-dollar 
was  profit.  Supposing  that  after  a  time  the 
idea  strikes  you  that  those  small  profits  which 
jingle  so  sweetly  in  your  pocket  could  be 
swelled  to  great  proportions  by  judicious 
handling;  su|>posing  that  you  talk  it  over  with 
your  wife,  and  she  concedes  that  so  far  this 
season,  (and  it  is  now  near  Christmas),  you 
have  sold,  between  one  thing  and  another, 
about  SI")  worth  of  chickens  and  eggs,  and 
liad  wc  hustled  could  have  sold  a  good  deal 
more — anil  we  only  had  about  three  dozen 
hens  aud  three  roosters  in  the  spring;  besides 
which  we  have  had  fresh  eggs  whenever  we 
wanted  them,  aud  lots  of  frys,  and  ses-eral 
Sunday  dinners,  and  to  tell  the  truth,  had  we 
taken  more  care  of  the  chicks  we  could  have 
saved  tpiite  a  few  that  got  caught  in  rains,  or 
the  door  of  the  barn  slammed  on  them,  or 
some  of  the  things  happened  which  need  not 
happen  had  we  been  careful,  and  by  each 
(that  is,  wife  and  us)  gradually  feeling  our 
way,  we  eventually  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  some  money  could  be  made  if  we  took  it 
up ;  and  as  making  money  is  very  attractive, 
we  think  it  over  and  lay  plans. 

Primarily  we  need  a  poultry  paper,  so 
invest  in  that,  and  get  lots  of  comfort  in  find- 
ing that  cross  breds  make  rapid  growth  and 
exceptional  layers;  ours  are  not  exactly  cross 
breds,  but  we  don't  know  what  else  to  call 
them ;  at  the  same  time  we  find  that  broilers 
sell  high  in  the  early  season,  and  we  conceive 
the  idea  that  we  had  better  get  an  incubator. 
We  talk  it  over,  of  course,  and  wife  coincides 
with  our  views,  for  she  is  a  nice  little  woman, 
and  is  figuring  on  new  hat  and  dress  next 
spring.  AVe,  however,  don't  want  to  be  in  a 
hurry  —  the  hens  are  not  laying,  and  we  have 
lots  of  things  to  fix  up.  We  find  that  we  can 
gather  up  about  seventy  hens  and  pullets; 
they  will  give  us  plenty  of  eggs  to  run  one 
incubator;  to  be  sure  of  high  fertility  we 
retain  about  a  dozen  of  the  biggest  roosters. 
Well,  wc  clean  up  the  house,  aud  arrange  a 
dozen  nests,  making  permanent  fixtures  of 
them,  and  in  a  week  have  everything  looking 
spick  and  span.  Incubators  come  pretty  high, 
but  after  corresponding  with  diflerent  makers 
for  a  couple  of  weeks,  we  at  last  choose  one  of 
standard  make,  also  brooder.  The  machine 
is  to  take  care  of  two  hundred  .iggs,  and  we 
figure  that  we  should  average  one  hundred 
and  lifty  chicks  per  every  twenty-one  days. 
Having  once  got  that  firmly  fixed  in  our 
heads,  we  send  another  order  for  two  more 
brooders,  for  from  testimony  and  correspond- 
ence received  from  the  maker  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  the  machine  failing  to  make  good 
hatches  if  run  intellUicntbj :  and  we,  of 
course,  are  intelligent,  and  have  handled 
"  chickens"  all  our  lives. 

Xow  we  are  fixed;  we  have  seventy  hens 
and  pullets,  (although  just  at  present  we  have 
not  learned  that  there  is  much  dillereuce, 
excepting  that  the  bens  are  older) ,  and  one 
200-egg  incubator  and  three  20()-chick  brooders. 
"We  have  spent  in  the  neighborhood  of  §100  in 
machines  and  house  fixings,  but  we  have 
things  nice,  and  expert  to  get  it  all  back,  and 
mavbe  a  little  profit  the  first  year.    For  the 


next  we  will  double  our  machinery  and  double 
the  profits;  the  third  year  we  will  give  up  our 
job  in  town,  and  start  a  poultry  farm  in  the 
country,  where  we  can  raise  our  family  in  the 
free  fresh  air,  and  on  fresh  milk  and  home- 
made hominy.  AVe  mignt  buy  a  few  sows  aud 
stock  cows  aud  make  them  an  "adjunct'"  to 
the  poultry  farm,  and  if  the  land  was  timbered 
we  might  also  go  in  for  turkeys  and  geese. 
As  it  is,  however,  we  come  back  to  earth,  and 
tell  wife  not  to  use  any  eggs  between  now  aud 
the  15th  of  February,  because  we  will  start  up 
the  machine  then.  She  tells  us  that  she  has 
had  to  buy  eggs,  anyway,  the  last  ten  weeks, 
and  it  is  now  the  first  of  February.  We  think 
it  strange  that  the  hens  don't  lay,  so  conclude 
that  they  are  out  of  condition;  our  next  pur- 
chase is,  therefore, $;■)  worth  condition  powder ; 
it  comes  cheaper  bought  in  bulk,  and  is  great 
for  making  chicks  grow.  By  the  15th  of 
February  we  have  collected  about  two  dozen 
eggs,  so  wc  hustle  around  and  try  to  buy  fresh 
eggs,  and  soon  make  up  our  minds  that  fresh 
eggs  are  scarce,  and  it  dawns  on  us  that  there 
would  be  good  money  in  eggs  if  we  had  any — 
but  we  haven't,  so  make  a  journey  into  the 
country  and  buy  eggs  from  a  farmer;  these 
eggs  are  guaranteed  fresh,  but  have  actually 
been  preserved  with  great  care  from  last 
summer's  laying. 

It  is  with  great  comfort  and  eclat  that  we 
carefully  arrange  those  eggs  in  the  trays,  then 
light  the  lamp,  aud  every  few  niinutess  look  at 
the  thermometer ;  each  time  we  look  we  turn 
the  wick  a  little  higher,  and  although  the 
drawer  feels  very  warm  to  the  hand,  still  the 
mercury  moves  very  slowly.  By  the  time  we 
go  to  bed  it  possibly  marks  90  degrees.  We" 
give  the  wick  another  slight  turn,  and  close 
the  damper  which  has  risen,  and  although  the 
lamp  oil  gives  oft"  a  very  ofleusive  aroma,  still 
we  think  that  something  will  happen  to  rectify 
that  somehow;  we  bring  our  "intelligence"  to 
bear  on  the  subject,  and  are  satisfied  that  at 
the  right  moment  the  damper  will  rise,  and  we 
need  not  worry  about  the  thing  getting  too 
hot;  and  comforting  ourselves  with  that 
assurance  we  snuggle  into  bed,  and  soon  our 
dreams  resolve  themselves  into  flocks  of  gay 
young  chicks,  hustling  hens,  and  lusty 
roosters. 

At  the  first  rattle  of  the  alarm  in  the  morn- 
ing we  rush  for  the  incubator;  the  damper  is 
wide  open,  the  mercury  is  trying  to  climb  out 
of  the  top  of  the  thermometer,  and  a  cold 
sweat  breaks  over  us  as  we  think  that  possibly 
that  batch  of  eggs  is  spoiled.  We  recall,  how- 
ever, that  a  correspondent  in  the  poultry 
papers  we  are  taking  mentions  how  that  his 
machine  ran  from  85  to  110  degrees  often,  and 
he  got  a  99  per  cent  hatch,  and  all  the  chicks 
were  raised  successfully  ;  so  we  open  her  up  to 
cool  off,  rush  around  feeding  the  hens,  aud 
remind  wife  to  water  the  hens  at  ten  o'clock 
"warm  the  water  a  little,  dear,'"  snatch  a  hasty 
breakfast,  and  make  a  rush  for  the  car. 
Routine  business  for  that  day  is  an  awful  bore, 
and  it  is  with  great  comfort  that  we  hurry 
home.  We  remember  that  we  forgot  to  tell 
wife  to  close  the  drawer,  as  we  had  left  it  open 
to  cool  oft",  but  she  will  have  done  it  anyway  ; 
we  go  straight  for  the  machine;  the  drawer  is 
still  open,  the  lamp  is  out,  the  thermometer  is 
trying  to  find  zero;  there  is  no  such  mark  on 
the  thermometer,  still  the  mercury  is  trying  to 
get  out  of  the  bottom  of  the  bulb.  AVe  run 
our  fingers  through  our  hair,  then  we  say 
something  to  wife,  which  puts  a  look  on  her 
face  which  we  have  never  seen  before;  have 
omitted  to  kiss  her  for  the  first  time  since 
marriage — but  wc  are  mad;  she  should  have 
closed  that  drawer,  and  when  the  oil  burned 
out  should  have  replenished  the  reservoir,  and 
we  are  astounded  that  the  makershould  assure 
us  that  the  lamp  will  run  thirty-six  hours 
without  refilling.  But  we  refill  it  and  omit 
to  trim  the  wick,  and  set  her  to  going  again. 
As  day  by  day  goes  by  we  find  that  the 
machine  needs  running,  and  is  not  altogether 
automatic.  By  the  fifth  day  we  can  keep  it 
pretty  close  to  lOo  degrees  without  much 
trouble.  The  machine  will  do  all  that  the 
maker  said  it  would  if  run  intelligently,  and 
although  we  have  acted  intelligently  enough, 
still  we  find  that  a  little  experience  is  helpful 
in  regulating  and  controlling  the  heat.  As 
instructed  by  the  maker,  we  test  the  eggs  the 
fifth  evening,  but  every  egg  is  apparently  clear; 
must  be  that  the  tester  is  not  just  right,  so  we 
put  Iheni  back— and  the  eighth  day  test  again  ; 
don't  see  any  sign  of  hatching,  so  open  one, 


which  shows  rather  cloudy.  My,  my,  what  a 
stench!  Whew  I  That's  bad ;  we  take  another 
which  showed  clear,  not  a  sign  of  any  chick. 
We  had  t:iken  a  tea  cup  with  us  when  we 
uiadc  up  our  mind  to  break  an  egg;  now  we 
go  for  a  bucket,  and  speedily  reduce  that  batch 
of  eggs  to  a  horrible  ill-smelling  mass,  and  as 
quickly  as  possible  dig  a  hole  —  a  deep,  deep 
hole  —  and  bury  our  sorrow. 

At  the  dinner  table  we  are  very  quiet,  but 
when  a  cup  of  warm  tea  has  loosened  us  up  a 
little,  wife  says,  "  Well,  how  is  it? At  that 
we  launch  into  a  wandering  solilo<iuy  as  to 
how  everything  went  wrong;  we  blame  the 
machine  somewhat,  blame  the  eggs  a  little, 
and  in  the  end  ask  as  to  how  many  eggs  are 
available  to  reuew  the  war.  We  find  that  the 
hens  are  starting  in  business,  and  that  there 
is  about  one  hundred  eggs  ou  hand,  so  we  go 
to  the  grocery  and  buy  sufficient  to  fill  her  up. 
This  time  the  temperature  is  maintained 
i  casonably,  aud  the  liflh  day  we  test  aud  find 
about  twenty  per  cent  fertile ;  we  scratch  our 
heads  in  bewilderment,  and  study  those  eggs. 
We  had  marked  our  eggs,  and  find  that  the 
average  fertility  is  about  as  good  in  the  grocery 
eggs  as  in  our  own  lot.  It  seems  waste  of 
time  to  keep  that  machine  running  with  only 
forty  eggs  in  it,  so  we  run  around  aud  l)uy 
broody  hens,  and  set  them  on  the  fertile  incu- 
bator eggs;  also  buy  a  small  incubator,  50-egg 
size,  and  by  the  first  of  March  start  both 
machines  on  our  own  hens'  eggs.  At  testing 
out  time  between  the  tw^  machines  we  get 
one  hundred  and  fifty  fertile  eggs.  We  have 
a  good  notion  to  put  an  additional  fifty  fresh 
eggs  in  the  big  machine  and  fill  up  the  little 
one,  but  something  holds  us  back,  and  we 
escape  that  one  mistake.  However,  we  fill  up 
the  small  machine  and  leave  the  large  one 
unmolested ;  religiously  we  attend  to  turning 
the  eggs,  and  follow  moisture  instructious;- we 
find  that  when  proper  temperature  is  main- 
tained that  the  lamp  does  all  that  is  claimed 
for  it ;  in  fact  the  maker's  guarantee  is  perfect ; 
the  morning  of  the  twentieth  day  we  hear  a 
faint  "  peep,  peep,''  and  eagerly  we  look 
inside.  Yes,  several  eggs  are  pipped,  and  we 
call  wife  aud  give  her  a  fond  hug  as  we  stantl 
together  in  mute  pleasure  and  expectancy, 
and  all  that  day  our  business  is  full  of  "  peep, 
peep,  peep.''  At  evening  we  hasten  home, 
and  find  that  about  half  a  dozen  straggly 
looking  things  are  clambering  about  uttering 
that  distressing  "  peep,  peep,''  but  our 
instructions  are  to  leave  them  alone  until  the 
hatch  is  complete ;  so  we  stay  our  itching 
hand,  aud  wait  with  impatience  until  the  fol- 
lowing evening.  By  that  time  we  have  about 
forty  chicks,  which  we  remove  to  the  brooder, 
and  find  that  the  rest  of  the  eggs  have  dead 
chicks  at  all  stages  of  development,  aud  are 
considerably  puzzled  as  lo  the  cause.  Any- 
way, we  gain  nothing  by  surmises.  All  we 
know  is  that  it  is  so.  AVe  take  out  a  few  live 
chicks,  liutthey  will  most  likely  die:  we  don't 
really  expect  them  to  live,  but  have  a  small 
hope  that  they  may.  Of  course  the  machine 
is  refilled,  and  as  time  goes  by  we  learn  to  run 
it  so  that  a  reasonable  hatch  can  be  looked  for 
safely. 

AA'e  will  leave  the  incubator,  however,  and 
follow  the  chicks.  AVe  are  very  proud  of 
them,  and  give  them  every  care,  aud  taking  it 
for  granted  that  we  are  intelligent  and  willing 
to  work,  why,  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  grow  and  flourish.  These  chicks 
were  batched  about  March  25th,  and  we 
expect  to  make  broilers  of  them  by  June  1st. 
AVe  will  skip  the  interim,  however,  between 
hatching  and  the  first  of  June:  chicks  have 
thriven,  but  although  well  feathered  aud  real 
bright,  they  arc  not  yet  ready  for  broiling. 
At  the  first  of  June  we  find  that  they  woukl 
bring  about  twenty  cents  per  pound,  but  they 
don't  weigh  more  than  three-quarters  of  a 
pound  ;  aud  we  have  a  notion  that  the  editor 
of  our  poultry  journal  is  rather  "  previous  " 
on  broilers  being  marketable  when  two  months 
old  :  so  we  delay  the  marketing  until  July  first, 
when  we  sell  thirty-six  chicks  weighing  one 
and  a  half  pounds  each  at  fifteen  cents  per 
l)ound,and  realize  8S.10  in  cash.  Later  we 
meet  the  butcher,  and  inquire  how  they 
dressed.  He  says,  "  Well,  they  were  passable 
for  the  time  of  the  year,  but  I  can't  use  any 
more  of  that  kind  at  within  five  cents  of  what 
I  pay  for  good  stutt","  so  by  way  of  getting 
information  I  ask  him  what  he  calls  the  right 
kind.  "  AVell,"  says  he,  "  Vm  no  chicken 
man,  but  the  trade  wants  a  chick  that  has 
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Devoted  cxclr.sively  to  Barred. 
Plymouth  Rocks, 
(ORROCCO  BROWN  EGG  STRAIN). 

I"trii.ii<  iiilireiir.i  in  r;ii-iii?  |x.iiUrv  f..r  profit, 
ciilR-r  hy  natural  or  artil'.rial  nn-au^,  and  who  are 
unable  to  visit  u?,  can  fiml  a  Iwo-ct  ut  slainp  firr  our 
Twi-nty-si-vcntli  Annual  Illii^tralt<l  Sf!  pajjc  Circular 
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A  Dollar  Book,  For  Two  Cents. 


Address, 


W.  H.  KCDD  &  SON, 
40  North  .St.,  Boston. 


SWEEPSTAKES! 

At  tile  i;rcat  lioclit-.-tcr  sliitw,  .Ian..  "Its.  in  conipeli- 
tlon  with  llie  licst  in  the  state,  niv  ISarretl  rivniiiulli 
liocks  won  SWEKPSTAKES'ln  lartre  Aiiierieau 
class,  anil  S  other  prizes.  At  Walertowu,  S.  Y.,  Sept., 
"97,  in  hot  cotupetitloD  mv 

PEKIN  DUCKS 

won  all  prizes  offered:  1st  iirize  i.air  wei;.-lie.l  l>  Ihs. 
at  3i  luos.  Kgjrs  thai  will  produce  prize  winners 
for  vou:  send  for  circular. 

Reference.  Bank  of  I»lilla<ielphia.  X.  Y.:  Post- 
maslcr.  or  E.vp.  AKent.  at  Kvaiis  Mills. 

M.  S.  GARDNER, 

  Evans  Mills,  X.  T. 


Grow 

More  plentiful  ev- 
ery dav  when  hens 
are  not  molested 
by  lice  and  other 
vermin. 

P.  Dm  O,  Powder 

prevents  this  most 
eftectuall  V,  and  the 
fow  Is  are  left  unharrassed  bv  these 
annoying  pests,  and  are  free  to  derive 
benefit  from  food  and  rest.  In  con- 
sequence the  v  will  reward  their  owner 
bv  such  a  plentiful  supplv  of  eggs 
that  will  more  than  pav  for  the  cost 
of  the  powder  used.  Saves  the  lives 
of  chickens. 

P.  D.  Q.  Powder 

is  in  no  -way  poisonous.  It  could 
even  be  taken  internally  -without  do- 
ing harm,  and  it  is  non-explosive. 

Sold  by  all  poultry  supplv  and  hardware 
dealers,  sporting  g:€>ods  liouses.  grocers 
and  druggists.  One  pound  bo.ves  25c.; 
five  pound  bags,  $1,   of  your  dealer. 

Postage  I  ct.  an  ounee  extra  it  of  us. 

WORCESTER    COMPOUND  CO., 

WORCESTER,  MASS. 


GOLDTHWAITE'S 

Continental 
Poultry 

Food^^-i.^^ 

A  lialanced  ration,  composed  of  six  kinds  of  prain. 
Meat  and  Fish  meal. 

PKICE,  S1.50  PER  HCNDKED  LBS. 

GREEN  GUT  BEEF  BONE. 

Priee  2<  c-ts.  per  lli.:  lots  of  Im  Ihs..  f'2.  <.;rain  .md 
Poultrv  Supplies  of  all  kinds.  .Samples  free. 

£.  H.  DOBLE  &  CO., 

A\  est  Oiiincy,  ?Iass. 


POULTRY 


SOMETHING  NEW. 

CANNED  MEAT  FOR  POULTRY 

This  fooii  is  nice,  fresli  meat,  earefullv  conked, 
ground  Hue.  seasoned  and  Iiornieticallv  sealed.  Will 
keep  .in  unlimited  time  until  opened."  Coiivt  niently 
put  np  in  .S  Ih.  cans.  Especially  adai)led  for  chickens 
anil  moultin;;  fowl. 

Beins  i.Tound  tine,  it  can  be  rcadilv  mixed  with  the 
soft  food  and  fed  so  as  to  give  each  fowl  an  equal 
share.  Price  30c.  per  can:  $-3  per  dozen.  A<idress, 
HOLLIS  DKESSED  MEAT  &  WOOL  CO., 
20  Xortii  St..  Boston,  Mass. 


THE  CROWN  for  cutting  green 

b->nf  .-.  Tor  the  ponltrymaii.  Best  in  the  world, 
Loire-^t  in  prire.  Send  for  circnlar  and  testi- 
monials.   Wilson  Bros.,  £AJ!9TON«  BAm 
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goncl  vcIIdw  skin  :iiul  lc;;s,  inii.-st  also  lia\  i'  yucul 
Ill-cast.  'I'liose  skins  I  got  of  you  were  fut 
I'liougli,  ljut  hatl  the  weight  just  where  it  is 
not  wanteil ;  our  customers  want  it  forward — 
that  is,  in  tho  breast — if  a  frying  chicl<  has 
no  breast  there  is  nothing  to  eat."' 

Well,  this  kind  of  chat  opened  our  eyes 
somewhat,  and  we  realize  for  the  lirst  time 
that  there  is  a  dill'erence  in  chickens  beside 
the  feathers.  We  have  already  noted  that  the 
young  chicks  are  very  irregular  in  growth, 
and  do  not  understand  the  reason.  We  have 
several  lots  coming  forward,  but  do  not  expect 
to  realize  much  out  of  them.  The  little  things 
are  certainly  somewhat  interesting,  but  aside 
from  their  mercantile  value,  which  is  small, 
there  is  but  little  to  admire  excepting  their 
cutcness. 

Tlie  (irst  season  has  gone,  and  we  review 
our  book-keeping  to  tiud  out  how  we  stand  in 
the  chicken  business.  We  find  that  it  owes 
us,  on  this  season  alone  $170,  and  in  order  to 
do  what  we  wish  to  be  ready  for  next  season, 
will  entail  an  expenditure  of  §100  more,  doing 
all  the  work  myself.  Experience  is  coming 
high,  but  having  started,  mean  to  go  through 
with  it;  it  is  in  our  mind  to  sell  olf  all  the  old 
stock  and  start  fresli,  so  open  up  correspond- 
ence with  reputable  breeders  of  the  large 
lireeds.  My,  my!  they  want  about  $2.50 
apiece  for  breeding  females,  and  $.5  for  males. 
That  being  beyond  my  present  means,  I  look 
around  at  what  the  local  fanciers  have.  One 
local  breeder  of  B.  P.  Rocks  offers  me  his 
'"culls"  at§l  for  females,  and  $5  for  a  good 
male ;  or  §0  for  a  light  pullet  breeding  cockerel. 
I  talk  it  over  with  wife ;  she  knows  that  we're 
heartsore  over  this  season's  failure,  and  sadly 
remark  that  "There's  several  things  needed 
.lor  the  house,"  and  she  "hasn't  anything  tit  to 
go  out  with,  and  the  children  are  needing  Jots 
of  things,  but  if  I  really  want  them  she  will 
manage  somehow.''  We  j'ecognize  that  she  is 
right,  but  don't  see  how  we  are  to  fix  matters ; 
'tis  no  use  trying  to  run  a  poultry  plant  with 
the  stock  on  hand.  'Tis  no  use  operating  with 
seventy  hens  in  one  house,  and  a  dozen  roosters 
constantly  quarreling  with  everything  and 
everybody.  Fowls  must  be  penned  properly 
to  get  a  fair  per  cent  of  fertility,  and  we  must 
have  improved  stock ;  at  the  same  time  wife 
and  children  must  be  sufficiently  clothed.  We 
are  in  a  quandary,  and  spend  most  of  our  time 
thinking,  which  resolves  itself  thusly  :— we  go 
to  the  breeder  who  has  culls  for  sale.  He 
knows  considerable  about  B.  P.  Rocks,  and 
ofl'ers  to  make  up  a  decent  pen  of  culls  at  $1 
each — §12  for  twelvebirds,  including  cock  two 
years  old ;  the  females  are  all  early  hatched 
pullets,  and  will  lay  in  November  if  given 
reasonable  care.  We  look  over  his  yards  and 
wonder  which  are  culls,  but  say  nothing,  he 
being  a  reputable  breeder.  Well,  he  delivers 
at  our  home  twelve  birds;  the  females  are 
very  dark,  and  the  male  very  light;  his 
instructions  are  that  we  are  to  save  all  the  pul- 
lets raised  from  eggs  from  this  pen,  and 
market  the  males;  he  assures  us  that  these 
birds  have  the  best  of  breeding,  and  that  liy 
judicious  mating  I  can  raise  standard  birds 
from  this  stock. 

Have  built  house  with  scratching  shed 
and  wired  yard  ;  my  nests  are  portable  and  the 
roosts  removalile. 

I  asked  his  advice  as  to  crossing  my  scrub 
stock  with  full  bloods,  and  he  says  that  by 
choosing  the  right  kind  of  thoroughbred  it 
might  he  successful,  liut  that  there's  not  much 
to  be  gained  by  it;  any  of  the  large  breeds 
would  be  too  big  on  my  small  scrub  hens,  and 
nothing  could  be  gained  by  using  highbred 
males  of  the  small  varieties;  might  try  Wyan- 
dottes  on  Houdans,  but  th'e  expense  would  eat 
the  profits  —  so  I  decide  to  let  the  old  lot  run 
the  same  as  the  last  season,  sell  all  the  eggs  I 
can,  and  make  every  effort  to  raise  a  lot  of  B. 
P.  Rocks. 

(  To  he  continue'/ J. 


A  Diet  of  Worms. 


Our  scientific  friends  are  fond  of  telling  lis 
how  crops  like  clover  and  cow  peas  take  most 
Of  their  bulk  out  of  the  air.  By  growing 
these  crops,  we  "  concentrate  the  air,"  so  to 
speak,  and  put  it  down  into  the  soil.  The 
fertilizing  value  in  the  air  and  in  the  soil 
itself  has  often  been  discussed.  There  is  feed- 
ing value  in  the  soil,  too.  Take  your  spade 
some  day  and  turn  over  a  little  soil  in  the 
t  hicken  yard.  You  will  be  astonished  to  see 
how  muDV  earthworms  are  to  be  found  in  the 


upper  liftccn  inches  of  soil,  (mi  and  dig  in 
the  same  place  three  days  later,  ami  }ou  will 
find  as  many  more.  I  would  not  care  to  feed 
too  many  of  these  worms  to  little  chickens,  for 
fear  of  gapes,  but  for  a  laying  hen,  T  consider 
that  they  beat  any  other  form  of  meat.  Our 
breeding  pen  of  ten  old  Minorca  hens  has 
three  hundred  square  feet  of  run.  In  this 
damp  weather  we  can,  by  spading  up  the  soil 
regularly,  find  so  many  worms  that  one  cent's 
worth  of  corn  per  day  will  provide  a  full 
lialanccd  ration.  There  isn't  any  doubt  in  my 
mind  of  the  great  value  of  earthworms  as 
food  and  medicine  for  poultry.  I  see  some 
poultry  yards  with  the  ground  as  hard  as  a 
board.  That  is  a  great  mistake.  In  our  large 
yards  we  get  right  in  with  horse  and  small 
plow  and  tear  the  soil  up.  There  is  no  non- 
sense about  the  hen  food  to  be  found  in  the 
upper  fifteen  inches  of  ordinary  soil. — Hope 
Farm  Kotes,  in  liural  New-  Yorker. 

[A  case  came  under  our  observation  the 
other  day,  where  the  hens  were  getting  too 
many  worms.  A  breeder  near  Boston  keeps 
but  two  to  four  or  five  fowls  in  each  of  his 
tolerably  largeyards.  Worms  were  so  abun- 
dant and  so  tempting  that  the  hens  filled  up  on 
worms,  neglected  more  substantial  food,  and 
as  a  consequence,  the  egg  supply  fell  oft'. — Ed. 
F.-P.] 

Misdoubts  the  Loughnn  Plan. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis  Wright,  the  author 
of  the  well  known  "Book  of  Poultry,"  "Prac- 
tical Poultry  Keeper,"  etc.,  asks  some  pertinent 
questions  about  the  Loughlin  poultry  plant, 
and  we  think  them  too  good  to  keep  from  our 
readers.    He  says : 

"In  April  1st,' 98,  Farm- Podltry,  just  to 
hand,  I  see  that  you  rather  endorse  Mr. 
Loughlin's  plan,  quoted  from  the  Eeliahle 
Poultr-y  Journal,  at  which  I  rub  my  eyes, 
and  want  to  put  somebody  through  a  whole 
catechism.  Surely  I  have  seen  in  your  Farm- 
Poultry,  as  w-ell  as  in  other  American  poul- 
try papers,  that  several  broiler  farms  have 
failed  in  recent  years,  and  I  do  not  see  how 
Loughlin  can  help  it, -too,  unless  he  radically 
changes  his  methods.  It  seems  to  me  a  matter 
of  time,  and  a  year  is  not  nearly  enough  in 
which  to  test  it. 

"  There  are  ingenious  and  good  points  too, 
as  I  read  it ;  250  to  300  chicks  are  fed  and  kept, 
and  sleep  in  a  space  5  x  10  feet  only.  Can 
that  go  on?  The  mortality  seems  I'ather  high 
already,  and  the  growth  or  weight  very  poor, 
as  marketed  at  ninety  days. 

"  Do  you  realize  that  this  means  300  chicks 
in  fifty  square  feet, (5  x  10),  alike  at  thirty 
days  as  at  one  day  old,  in  other  words,  six  to 
the  square  foot?  I  do  not  see  the  "  exercise 
and  scratching"  here. 

"  Then,  for  sixty  days  more,  when  bigger, 
and  up  to  three  months  size,  they  have  pens 
only  8  X  12,  with  outer  yards  only  8  x  20, 
and  these  said  to  be  kept  in  '  blue  grass.'  I 
rub  my  eyes  again!  How  on  earth  can  a 
blade  of  grass  grow  or  stay  in  an  8  x  20  open 
run  with  300  big  chickens  in  it?  And  can  an 
affair  go  on  permanently  on  that  scale?  Here 
we  have  300  chickens  on  160  square  feet  of 
open  run  with  'blue  grass  in  season,'  or  two 
per  scjuare  foot,  nearly. 

"Finally,  he  keeps  fifty-two  adult  laying 
stock  permanently,  in  yards  17  x  73  feet  only. 
There  are  3,000  thus  kept.  What  can  come  of 
ground  <!rowded  like  this?  Granting  that  the 
space  can  be  enough  at  first,  so  far  as  exercise 
and  air  go,  what  is  to  become  of  the  excre- 
ment? and  what  is  done  to  the  ground?  Dig- 
ging goes  a  certain  way,  but  with  such  over- 
crowding rapidly  exhausts  itself,  and  the  soil 
gets  saturated,  like  the  plague  stricken,  sodden 
soil  of  Bombay.  The  permanence  of  such  a 
state  of  things  would  be  absolutely  incompre- 
hensible to  me. 

"I  am  inclined  to  think  that  you  can  do  with 
less  run,  (grass  or  otherwise),  than  we  can, 
probably  because  your  climate  is  dry  and  the 
dung  dries,  and  can  be  scraped  off  hard 
ground,  where  our  ground  is  soft;  and  partly 
because  a  great  part  of  the  year  you  keep  the 
birds  in  the  sheds,  during  which  time  I  judge 
the  outer  runs  somewhat  recuperate;  and 
partly  because,  probably,  our  condition  of 
dung  aiid  damp,  is  far  worse,  sanitarily,  than 
dry  dung,  which,  the  Guano  islands  seem  to 
show,  is  far  less  deadly.  One  can  see  so  far, 
but  such  overcrowding  staggers  me,  and  I 
shall  interestedly  watch  for  further  informa- 
tion as  to  results." 


Cash  I'reiiiiiinis  at  Shows. 

A  correspondent  in  the  west  writes  us 
about  the  excessive  financial  burden  resting 
upon  the  iironioters  of  i)oultry  shows  in  that 
section.  I'crhafis  to  get  a  good  undei-stan'ling 
of  his  suggestion  it  will  do  well  to  (juote  his 
letter  in  full  :  — 

"  I  would  like  to  see  some  agitation  nn  Ihc 
poultry  show  business.  Out  here  we  find  that 
cash  premiums  are  nearly  out  of  the  ((uestion, 
unless  someone  is  willing  to  put  his  hand  in 
his  pocket  and  '  shell  out'  liberally. 

"  Cannot  you  give  us  some  ])lan  whereljy  a 
show  can  be  given  that  will  be  interesting  to 
everybody,  and  not  lie  a  financial  burden  to  a 
few?  Cash  premiums  should  not  be  necessary. 
Your  observations  in  Europe  should  enable 
you  to  give  us  some  formula." 

This  is  a  pretty  large  sul)jcct,  and  one  which 
we  have  heard  discussed  many  times.  It 
seems  a  little  unfair  that  the  active  managers 
of  a  show  should  likewise  be  the  financial 
backers  of  it,  and  should  be  obliged,  after 
their  extremely  arduous  labors,  to  put  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  to  the  tune  of  ten  dollars, 
or  twenty-five  dollars,  or  even  fifty  dollars 
apiece,  in  order  that  the  bills  and  the  cash  pre- 
miums shall  be  paid  ;  yet  such,  unfortunately, 
is  very  often  the  case.  Probably  to  this  cir- 
cumstance is  due  the  fact  of  so  many  show 
associations  "going  out  of  business"  after  one 
or  two  such  experiences. 

Are  cash  premiums  a  necessity?  We 
believe  they  are  not,  and  we  believe  the 
business  would  be  in  a  healthier  condition  five 
years  hence  if  the  money  side  of  the  premiums 
was  wholly  eliminated.  Let  the  premiums  be 
ribbons,  or  certificates,  only.  The  value  of 
the  premium  is  its  rank,  not  at  all  the  cash 
that  accompanies  it.  It  is  true  that  some 
exhibitors  look  upon  the  cash  premiums  as  an 
aid  to  the  paying  of  their  expenses,  but  that  is  - 
not  what  they  go  to  a  show  for.  They  take 
their  birds  to  a  show  to  win  prizes  in  com- 
petition, the  value  of  that  winning  being  the 
advertising  value  of  premiums  won,  and  of 
fixing  a  standard  of  merit  for  their  stock;  and 
for  that  purpose  the  simple  first  or  second 
prize  ribbon  or  certificate  is  just  as  valuable 
as  a  two  dollar  bill.  AVe  believe,  then,  that 
the  cash  premiums  are  superfluous;  not  only 
that,  but  in  many  shows  that  they  attract  a 
class  of  exhibitors,— those  who  "travel  the 
circuit,"  for  example,  that  are  of  absolutely 
no  benefit  to  the  shovvs  nor  to  the  poultry 
interest  at  large.  They  are  to  the  poultry 
interest  at  large  about  what  the  tramps  are  to 
the  industries  of  the  country. 

Our  correspondent  speaks  of  the  editor's 
opportunities  for  observation  in  Europe,  but 
is  uuforlunate  in  that,  because  larger  cash 
premiums  are,  as  a  rule,  paid  in  Europe,  or  at 
least  in  England,  than  here;  hence  we  cau  get 
no  light  upon  the  question  from  that  side. 
We  would  like,  as  he  suggests,'  to  see  this 
question  agitated,  and  will  be  glad  to  give 
space  to  an  intelligent  discussion  of  it  in  our 
columns.  We  state  our  position  frankly  when 
we  say  that  not  only  do  we  believe  that  cash 
premiums  are  unnecessary,  but  we  believe 
they  are  positively  harmful,  and  that  the 
standing  of  our  poultry  shows  and  the  pre- 
miums won  in  them  will  be  decidedly  better 
five  years  hence,  and  the  poultry  interest, 
more  particularly  the  show  side  of  it,  will  be 
in  a  better  and  healthier  condition,  if  cash 
premiums  are  abolished. 


There's  an  orchard  by  the  side  of  the  rail- 
road between  West  Falmouth  and  Portland, 
where  poultry  has  been  running  for  years,  and 
in  which  no  green  thing  is  growing.  The 
trees  furnish  one  of  the  best  object  lessons 
possible  of  the  value  of  a  good  working  flock 
of  hens  among  the  trees.  Thrifty  grovvth  and 
choice  quality  of  fruit  have  been  secured 
through  the  cooperation  of  the  hens.— Naine 
Farmer. 


A  f^ood  indication  of  the  success 
of  the  farmer  can  be  had  from  the 
condition  of  his  buildings  and  oat- 
houscs.  It  is  much  cheaper  co 
keep  them  in  repair  tlian  to  }et 
them  go  to  waste. 

If  any  of  your  buildings  need 
new  roofing  or  side-covering,  buy 
a  roll  of  the  Ncponsct  Waterproof 
Red  Rope  Fabric,  which  is  a  splen- 
did substitute  for  shingles  and 
clapboards,  and  is  very  much 
cheaper.  It  is  absolutely  water- 
proof, wind-proof,  frost-proof,  and 
vermin-proof 

Line  the  inside  of  your  build- 
ings with  N'eponsei  Black  Building- 
Paper,  which  is  much  cheaper  than 
tarred  paper,  and  ten  times  as  dur- 
able. It  is  odorless,  clean,  and 
costs  less  than  an  inferior  paper. 

Neponset  should  not  be  con- 
founded with  ordinary  tarred  or 
building  paper,  which  rots  quick 
when  exposed  to  the  weather. 

Full  particulars  and 
samples  free.  Write 
F.  W.  Bird  &  Son, 
East  Walpole,  Mass. 
For  sale  by  Dealers 
in  Hardware,  Lum- 
ber, and  Building 
Supplies. 


75  PER  CENT  FERTILE 

Gr  TUL  £V  1*    :o.  t  c  o  d 

By  Nia^^ara  Farui  W.  VVj  audottcs,  S.  C.  VV.  Lc^jiliorns, 
I/iirlit  IJiMlinias,  Mamiuotli  I'ekiii  Ducks.  Efit's,  SI 
per  13;  So  pci'  50;  So  per  100.  Wliile  Indian  Game, 
Wliite  Holland  Turkeys.  Esgs,  25e.  eacli ;  1898  at 
liufTalo  and  Rocliester  we  took  10  firsts,  9  seconds,  7 
lliirds,  15  specials  sliowinf<  in  our  different  brandies. 
25  per  cent  d-iscouut  on  all  ejfgs  after  June  1. 

Hamnionton,  N.  J.,  Nov.C,  1S97. 

Gentlemen:— I  am  pleased  to  report  tlie  excellent 
results  from  the  W.  Wyandotte  and  S.  C.  \V.  Lejrliorn 
eg^s  I  got  of  you  last  spring.  J[y  cliicks  showed 
reraarkalile  stainina,  ami  grew  rapidly.  I  can  cer- 
tainly recommend  you  for  prompt  and  reliable  deal- 
ing, and  strong  fertile  eggs  and  stock  that  cannot  he^ 
surpassed  for  practical  work.  Respt.,  MrciiAEL  K. 
BOYEil.  editor  of  A  Few  Hens. 

We  will  do  as  well  for  you.  Fine  cut  clover,  Si  per 
100  lbs.  Try  us.   Circular  free. 

W.  R.  CLIKTISS  &  CO., 
Kansomville,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y. 


"The  Sheomet  Poultry  Yards  have  just 
added  to  their  ah-eady  extensive  plant  350 
acres,  by  the  purchase  of  the  Jonas  Bancroft 
farm.  The  acquisition  of  this  place  will  be 
a  great  advantage  to  the  poultry  business  of 
Peirce  Bros.  E.  C.  Thompson  will  be  resi- 
dent manager,  and  moves  to  the  farm  at  once. 
—  Winchester,  (iST.  H.)  Star. 


AND  GOLDEN 


WYAWDOTTES. 

Won  at  Boston,  "97,  on  Whites,  1st  aud  ad  pullet,  2d 
pen.  Won  at  Boston,  '98,  on  Goldens,  2(1  cock,  2d 
cockerel,  4tl)  pullet.  To  nuike  room  for  growing 
stock,  will  dispose  of  a  number  of  birds  from  my 
breeding  pens  at  reasonable  prices. 

W.  FRED  MUNROK,  Peabody,  Mass. 

MAPLE  FARM 

DUCK  YARDS. 

The  largest  .■mil  finest  Pekiu  ducks  on  this  coidinent. 
We  have  25U(I  ot  lliese  nianimolh  birds  in  our  yards, 
EgKS  in  season,  ferlility  guaranteed.  The  new  and 
illustraled  edition  of  onrbook,  "Xatui'al  aud  Arti- 
ficial Duck  CultiLrc'."  sent  as  a  prentiuni  with  each 
order  for  eggs  or  birds.  I'rice  25c.  .Scnil  for  illus- 
trated (•.■italogiie. 
.JAMK.S  RAXKIN,   Soiilli  ICsiston  ,  MagB. 
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FARM-POULTRY 

PRACTICAL  EXPERIMENT  CLUB. 


Jn  this  deparlmeni  all  published  matter  pertainin'j  to 
the  Experiment  Club  and  itt  work  uill  appear.  We 
want  em-.ry  member  to  feel  per/ertly  free  toast  ques- 
tions and  make  suijrjeslions.  JJisrussions  of.  topics  suii- 
gesled  to  meml/ers  by  their  oicn  rerord  sheets  are 
especially  desired. 


How  Many  Days  Will  a  lieu  Ijay  in 
Succession  ? 

It.  will  1)1'  rciiiciiibiTcil  by  many  reailer.s  of 
this  paper  that  in  .May,  1S!J.),  ,Mr.  IJoyt-r  pul)- 
li.shfil  opinions  from  ;i  niinilier  of  prominent 
poultrymen  brouglit  out  by  this  query: 

"  Will  you  please  let  me  know  what  is  the 
{greatest  iiuniljer  of  days  you  have  known  a 
hen  lo  lay  in  succession,  ami  if  possible  to 
what  breed  she  belon^ied?  Also,  if  in  your 
estimation  there  is  anythin;;  in  the  theory  that 
ji  hi  n  lays  her  lirst  eu:V'  fai  ly  in  the  mornin!:, 
lavini;  later  each  day, until  eventually  she  lays 
late  ill  the  afternoon  —  then  stops  a  day,  and 
begins  a;i;ain  in  the  morninf^?" 

Anyone  interested  in  the  subject  will  find  it 
worth  while  to  go  back  to  the  issue  of  K.-P. 
foT  May  IS,  1805,  and  read  the  opinions  there 
collected.  The  individual  records  furnished 
l>y  our  clul)  members  give  us  some  valuable 
data  ill  answer  to  the  question  liow  many  days 
will  ;i  hen  lay  in  succession,— and  we  think 
we  may,  without  reflecting  :it  all  on  the 
vera(^ity  of  those  whose  opinions  are  given  in 
the  article  referred  to,  assume  that  the  data 
of  accurately  kept  records  are  more  reliable 
than  records  carried  from  day  to  day  in 
memory-.  The  big  records  given  in  that  article 
are  very  exceptional  ones,  and  that  fact  was 
in  every  case  emphasized  by  the  person 
reporting  the  record.  Our  reports  furnish  no 
exceptional  records.  Indeed, from  that staud- 
I)oiutthey  are  disappointing,  even  when  they 
give  us  the  records  of  good  layers.  We  give 
below  laying  statements  for  a  number  of 
individual  hens,  some  covering  longer,  some 
shorter  periods.  The  figure  1  indicates  eggs, 
the  ciphers  no  eggs. 

No.  1.  White  Wyandotte  hen  from  Jan.  1 
to  Feb.  1,  inclusive,  laid  21  eggs  as  follows: 
01101011011011011011101 
100111101,  then  went  broody.  It  is 
to  be  observed  that  in  this  case,  contrary  to 
the  usually  accepted  opinion,  the  lieaviest  lay- 
ing was  done  just  before  the  hen  went  broody. 
On  February  24th  she  again  began  laying,  and 
laid  1  0  1  0  1  1  1  0  1  0  0  1  1  1  1  b  1  1  1  0 
111110111101111  1,-27  eggs  in 
36  days,  going  broody  March  1st.  At  no  time 
did  she  lay  on  more  than  live  consecutive  days. 

No.  2.  White  AVyandotte  hen,  in  same  lot 
as  above,  moulted  in  winter,  and  began  laying 
Feb.  19th.  Then  10110111101111 
10111111111111111101111 
1111  1  —  broody.  Here  are  33  eggs  in  38 
dSys,  16  of  them  on  consecutive  days,  and 
this  hen  laid  for  nine  consecutive  days  prior 
to  her  attack  of  inculiation  fever. 

No.  3.  Another  of  the  above  lot,  began  la\  - 
Ing  Jan.  24th,  and  we  find  10  10  110  110 
11010101011101111011  1  11 
0  11110  1 — 28  eggs  in  41)  days,  and  laid 
consecutively  only  5  days. 

No.  4.  Same  variety  and  lot.  Jan.  1  —  11 
0110110111101111  10  Illll 
110111101101010  11  10  111  0  1110 
11111011110110111111110 
110  1  — broody.  This  hen  laid  61  eggs  in  79 
days.  Laid  consecutively  not  more  than  8 
times,  and  stopped  laying  gradually  before 
going  broody.  The  reduced  rate  of  egg  pro- 
duction in  the  period  following  the  32d  day 
was  clearly  due  to  the  effects  of  the  January- 
February  blizzard  last  winter. 

No.;").  Is  a  mongrel  hen,  reported  by  the 
same  person  as  the  AVyaiidottes.  She  began 
laying  Feb.  2d;  laid  10  0  10  10  10  10  11 
0  1  To  1  1  0  1  1  0  1  1  0  1  1  1  0  1  0  1  1  I)  1 
10110110111101101110111 
—  broody;  39  eggs  in  59  days,  and  not  laying 
consecutively  more  than  4  days.  Her  syslem 
seems  to  have  been  1  I  0. 

No.  6.  Another  mongrel,  from  Jan.  1st 
laid  1  0  110110110111010101 
0  10  0  1  —  stoiiped  for  21  days,  tlien  1110 
11111101110111110110111 
1110110  1000001111111111 

101111111111111111111- 
First  15  eggs  in  25  days,  next  58  eggs  in  71 


liays,  laying  at  one  time  on  19  consecutive 
ilays.  She  may  do  better  than  this,  as  this 
brings  the  record  to  3Iay  1.  She  laid  everv 
day  in  April  with  the  exception  of  the  11th. 

No.  7.  Another  mongrel,  Jan.  20, 1  10  11 
0  110  1101110110111011110 
11111101101110101  —  stopped: 
began  again  March  22,  I  I  1  1  0  1  1  1  1  1  0 
11110  11110111110  1111111 
10  1111.  First  33  eggs  in  45  days;  then 
34  eggs  in  40  days;  still  laying  May  1;  laid 
consecutively  on  8  day.s. 

No.  8.  A  mongrel  began  Feb.  !)th  —1  0  0  1 
0  1  0  1  1  0  1  1  0  1  1  0  1  1  1  1  0  1  1  1  I)  1  0 

0  I  I  1  1  0  1  1  1  0  1  1  1  0  1  1  0  1  i  II  1  I  0 

1  1  1  10  111110111011111011 
10  10  1 — broody;  55  eggs  in  78  days,  never 
laying  consecutively  more  than  live  times. 

Xo.  9.  Mongrel,  began  Jan.  12th,  10  110 
11010101101101101101101 
1011011110111110  1111— 
broody;  34  eggs  in  48  days,  :uid  not  laying  on 
consecutive  daysto  a  uumbergreater  than  five. 

It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  the  mongrels 
should  show  so  little  broodiness,  and  is  also 
worth  noting  that  no  two  hens  had  at  any 
time  similar  records  for  a  full  week. 

No.  10  is  a  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn  hen  2 
years  old,  which  laid  in  1897,  257  eggs.  She 
was  laying  occasionally  in  the  early  part  of 
January,  stopped,  and  after  a  rest  of  two 
weeks  began  Jan.  28th  — 1  0  1111110  0 
101111111011101  10111110 
11011110110110110111101 
010110101010  11011010110 
110101101111  1  0  — 05  eggs  in  93 
days;  seven  her  highest  number  of  coBsecutiv.e 
laying  days. 

We  will  give  just  one  more  : 

No.  11.  Another  S.  C.  B.  Leghorn,  which 
laid  7C  eggs  in  the  same  days  (93)  as  No.  10 
laid  05.  This  hen  was  a  year  old  May  2, 1898 ; 
beginning  Jan.  28th,  she  laid  10110110 
10110101010111011010101 
0  1111101010110111110110 
11011011011111011011111 
1111110111101111  — 11  the 
highest  number  of  consecutive  laying  days. 

Nos.  10  and  11  are  in  a  pen  of  11  hens.  In 
four  months  not  a  hen  in  this  pen  has  laid  on 
more  than  11  consecutive  days;  even  this 
comparatively  low  number  has  only  been 
reached  twice.  Yet  these  are  among  the  best 
layers  for  which  we  have  been  receiving 
reports;  the  average  of  the  pen  is  high.  In 
this  pen,  and  also  in  other  individual  records 
sent  us,  we  search  in  vain  for  long  continued 
parallel  laying.  The  best  case  of  the  kind  to 
be  found  is  that  of  two  Black  I.,eghorn  hens 
which  for  IS  days  laid  011011011011 
0  110  1  1  —  on  the  19th  day  one  laid  and  the 
other  did  not,  and  after  that  there  is  no  sim- 
ilarity between  their  records. 

Altogether  we  have  before  us  the  inilividual 
records  for  four  full  months  of  22  hens,  and 
records  for  April  for  39  other  hens,  and  they 
make  it  very  clear  that  hens  vary  in  the  rate 
at  which  they  turn  out  eggs  just  as  workmen 
vary  in  the  amount  of  work  they  can  do,  and 
that  the  laying  ability  of  each  hen  is  a  variable 
i|iiantity  afl'ected  by  many  things  too  often 
left  out  of  account  by  the  poultryman. 


About  Feeding  Oats. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  want  to  give  my  mite  of 
experience  as  to  feeding  dry  oats,  whole  and 
uncooked.  AV'e  have  kept  hens  for  about  six 
years,  and  have  had  all  kinds,  mongrels  and 
thoroiighlireds,  and  have  always  got  a  good 
winter  egg  yield;  have  had  no  sick  fowls  at 
all  to  speak  of,  and  our  main  dependence  as 
feed  is  mash  (cut  clover,  bran,  middlings, 
corn  meal  and  meat  meal,  salted  and  scalded) 
as  morning  feed,  and  oats,  oats,  oats,  as  grain 
food  three  nights  out  of  live  at  least.  In 
summer  one  year  the  hens  gave  us  an  excellent 
egg  yield  on  a  steady  diet  of  mash  in  the 
morning,  cut  green  clover  in  the  forenoon, 
buckwheat  at  noon,  and  oats  at  night,  all 
siimiiu'r.  J  do  not  believe  they  had  any 
change  of  food  at  night  for  three  or  four 
months,  and  I  did  not  find  them  to  cat  the 
oats  less  greedily  than  any  other  food,  and  as 
for  a  case  of  crop  bound,  I  never  had  one  in 
the  whole  six  years.  I  am  sure  that  hens 
could  not  be  kept  on  such  a  diet  without 
plenty  of  hard  sitarp  grit,  and  have  found 
sometimes  that  the  droppings  showed  that  the 
hulls  of  tlie  oats  were  not  well  groiuid  up,  but 


nearly  always  a  new  supply  of  grit  would 
change  that  very  shortly.  The  buckwheat  in 
this  case  got  wormy  before  the  end  of  the 
summer,  and  was  fed  in  that  shape,  but  1  saw 
no  ill  effects  from  it. 

Now  this  may  not  prove  that  oats  are  the 
best  feed  for  hens,  but  with  wheat,  damaged 
wheat  at  that,  at  $1.25  a  bag,  and  oats  at  90 
cents,  I  Ixflieve  it  was  much  more  profitable 
to  feed  oats  in  place  of  wheat  in  our  case. 

Norwich,  Conn.  K.  M  . 

*  • 

» 

NoteB. 

"  Refuse  meat  from  the  soap  factory  is  kept 
before  my  hens  all  the  time  when  enclosed  as 
at  present.  I  get  large  eggs  when  they  have 
the  meat,  and  small  ones  when  they  don't  get 
it." 

Here  is  something  unusual.  I'ullets  hatched 
Nov.,  1897,  laying  well  in  April,  1898.  They 
are  Black  Minorcas,  owned  by  a  new  member 
in  Ohio.  He  says:  "  The  hens  were  hatched 
in  Nov.,  1S97.  They  were  bought  with  one 
rooster  March  30, 1898,  all  tied  together  and 
drawn  two  miles  in  a  grocer's  delivery  wagon. 
For  one  week  previous  to  our  getting  them 
they  were  confined  in  a  coop  4  x  6  ft.  They 
laid  3  eggs  March  31,  and  their  April  record 
you  have."' 

In  April  the  0  pullets  laid  137  eggs,  an 
average  of  22  5-0.   A'ery  good. 

*  * 

"  Please  advise  me  if  the  continued  feeding 
of  cooked  food  is  likely  to  have  any  ill  effects 
on  my  flock,''  writes  a  California  member. 
"  Have  been  cooking  it  since  last  September, 
and  have  not  had  a  sick  hen  for  over  a  year. 
Do  you  not  think  my  flock  (64,  a  mixed  lot) 
should  average  more  than  36  eggs  per  day?" 

Our  own  experience  is  against  the  feeding 
liberally  of  cooked  grains.  We  are  inclined  to. 
think  that  in  time  such  feeding  will  ruin  the 
digestive  organs.  In  case  of  a  smooth  grain 
we  see  no  reason  for  regular  cooking.  Oats 
and  barley  may  be  cooked  sometimes,  because 
the  dry  hull  is  objectionable  to  the  fowls.  We 
would  not  if  feeding  mash  give  cooked  barley 
or  oats  oftenerthan  two  or  three  times  a  week. 
The  hens  have  laid  fairly  well,  but  "there  are 
others"  doing  better. 

*,* 

"We  consider  this  pen  of  birds,  mongrels, 
equal  to  the  hens  usually  found  on  the  farms. 
We  crossed  them  with  a  White  Wyandotte 
cockerel.  Now  if  the  pullets  are  mated  to 
another  Wyandotte  cockerel  from  stock  bred 
for  egg  production,  will  there  be  an  improve- 
ment in  egg  production  the  following  year?" 

There  will  be  likely  to  Vie  such  improvement, 
and  improvement  is  more  likely  to  be  made  by 
following  some  such  system  than  in  any  other 
way.  A  point  which  remains  to  be  determined 
\f:  how  far  heavy  laying  affects  the  breeding 
qualities  of  hens.  Some  claim  that  forcing  for 
eggs  is  not  injurious,  provided  the  hens  are 
properly  fed,  but  it  is  a  fact  that  the  great 
majority  of  breeders  are  afraid  of  the  eggs  of 
very  heavy  layers.  When  the  matter  is  thor- 
oughly investigated  it  will  probably  be  found 
that  some  heavy  layers  are  prepotent  and  some 
are  not, —  and  that  most  are  not.  In  breeding 
fowls,  whether  for  points,  eggs,  or  meat,  there 
are  always  elements  of  uncert.-iinty ;  but  it  is 
as  certainly  the  part  of  wisdom  to  breed  from 
selected  or  pedigreed  laying  stock  when  breed- 
ing for  eggs  as  it  is  to  breed  from  line  bred 
stock  when  breeding  show  birds. 

*  *  * 

"  Some  of  my  hens  have  diarrlwa.  I  have 
killed  six.  I  do  not  know  what  to  do  for 
them.  The  discharge  is  green  and  bloody.  I 
cannot  find  out  what  gives  them  bowel  trouble. 
The  houses  are  kept  clean,  and  I  use  plenty  of 
air  slaked  lime.  I  have  a  few  Pekin  ducks, 
and  they  sometimes  soil  the  drinking  water. 
Would  that  cause  it?" 

The  filthy  water  would  help  to  bring  it  on. 
We  incline  to  think,  however,  that  in  this  case 
the  trouble  is  a  complication  of  the  diseases, 
congestion  of  the  liver  and  dysentery,  and 
that  the  primary  cause  of  the  troiilile  is  too 
much  whole  corn.  During  the  first  19  days 
of  Ai)ril  the  fowls  had  out  of  48  meals  31  of 
whole  corn,  8  of  cracked  corn,  and  9  of  wheat. 
On  12  of  the  19  days  they  h:id  nothing  butcorn. 
This  is  not  feeding  corn  riyht.  Nor  is  it  feed- 
ing hens  right.  We  hear  occasionally  of  some 
one  who  is  getting  remarkable  result-s  with  .in 
almost  exclusive  corn  diet,  but  we  have  not 
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disease.  A 
majority  of  the 
diseases  of  nian- 
,kind  begin  with 
or  are  accompanied  by  inflammation.   It  is 

unequaled. 
It  is  the 
best.    It  is 
'  the  oldest. 


or  are  accompanied  by  iuflar 

SuFFtRtRsI  
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»  ■  many  physicians  every- 
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I  has  satislied  genera- 
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It  is  more  than  eighty 
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yet  been  able  to  secure  from  atiyone  a  rarC' 
fiilhj  kept  record  that  shows  gooil  results 
from  siich  a  diet,  and  we  know  that  for  our- 
selves we  eaniiot  set  results  we  call  tcood 
fioni  laving  hens  on  a  diet  coutaiiiins^  one-halt 
corn  or  corn  products. 

*  »  * 

The  question  is  often  asked  :  Can  hen  egsrs 
and  duck  eggs  be  hatched  in  the  same  incu- 
bator at  the  same  timer' 

Here  is  one  exiJCi'icnce  : 

"  One  hundred  eggs  from  this  jien  in  an 
incul)ator  showed  per  cent  fertile.  Tested 
out  ;3  or  4  poorly  fertilized  eggs,  leaving  92  or 
93  strongly  fertilized  eggs  in  the  drawer. 
From  these  I  obtained  72  strong  healthy 
chicks  —  and  they  were  hatched  in  the  same 
incubator  with  duck  eggs.  'Would  probably 
have  done  better  if  hatchetl  by  themselves." 

AVe  don't  know  about  that  last  statement  — 
but  they  did  well. 

*  «  * 

"  Would  this  be  considered  a  fair  or  poor 
record?" 

The  record  is  187  eggs  from  10  White  Leg- 
liorus,  in  April.   It  is  fair. 

*  *  * 

The  experiment  in  feeding  ducks,  which 
was  referred  to  a  month  ago,  was  continued 
through  April.  The  ducks  fed  e.vclusively  on 
mash  —  two  meals  daily  —  steadily  kept  in 
advance  of  the  flock  of  the  same  number  fed 
part  corn  in  the  evenings.  Before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  experiment  the  two  flocks  were 
laying  about  alike. 

*  * 

Totals  and  Averages  for  April. 

Compiled  from  Reports  of  Members  of  tlie 
Experiment  Club. 

(Fractions  are  approximate). 

No.  of  hens.  T5i^;^s.  Averajje. 

Barred  P.  Rocks,  1(579  23699  14  1-lG 

White  r.  Rocks,  195  3409  17  7-9 

Buff  P.  Rocks,  24  397  Ki  1-2 

White  Wyandottes,  73G  10(S,34  14.5-7 

Silver  Wyandottes,  S4  132;')  !.=>  5-8 

Golden  Wyandottes,  GO  754  12  1-2 

Butf  Wyandottes,  8  130  IG 1-4 

AVhite  Wonders,  70  C92  9  G-7 

Cornish  Indian  Games,  4  27  G  3-4 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  797  13190  16  4-7 

R.  C.  White  Leghorns,  66  1087  16  1-2 

S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns,  C71  13184  19  1-2 

R.  C.  Brown  Leghorns,  22  374  17 

Buft"  Leghorns,  21  322  14  2-5 

Dominique  Leghorns,  5  88  17  3-5 

Black  Leghorns,  13  ISl  14  — 

Black  Minorcas,  87  1572  18  + 

Anconas,  11  157  14  3-11 

Houdans,  10  233  23  3-10 

Black  .Spanish,  3  54  18 

Black  Langshaus,  96  1315  13,2-3 

Light  Hrahnias,  326  4674  14  1-3 

Dark  Brahmas,  9  51  5  2-3 

Buff  Cochins,  ,35  435  12  3-7 

White  Cochins,  5  98  19 .3-5 

Mixed  varieties,  1579  22791  14  2-5 

Crosses,             .  311  4830  15  1-2 

Grades,  417  7712  18  1-2 

Mongrels,  281  3595  12  11-14 


Grand  totals,  7.525  117260     15  4-7 

Pekin  ducks,  65     1199     18  1-2 

Turkeys,  22       77      3  1-2 

The  summary  of  the  egg  yield  for  April  is 
compiled  a  few  days  earlier  this  month  than 
usual.  This,  with  the  fact  that  a  fevy  members 
have  sold  out —  (at  some  future  time  we  want 
to  tidk  about  going  out  of  poultry  keeping 
when  eggs  are  low) — makes  our  grand  total 
show  1364  less  fowls  than  in  the  table  for 
March.  The  egg  yield  for  April  is  api)arently 
at  the  same  rate  as  for  March,  the  dift'erence 
in  the  averages  for  the  two  months  being  only 
a  small  fraction.  In  reality,  the  average  per 
laying  hen  is  greater  than  in  JIaich,  for  in 
most  flocks,  even  of  Leghorns,  numerous 
broody  hens  are  reported. 

Taking  the  sum  of  the  general  averages  for 
the  four  months  for  which  we  nov^  have 
records,  we  find  that  the  average  per  hen  is 
only  47.  From  complete  yearly  records  in  our 
possession  we  estimate  that  a  (jofKl  laver  lays 
about  forty  per  cent  of  her  eggs  in  the  lirst 
lour  months  of  the  year,  and  about  30  per  cent 
in  each  of  the  other  four  months.  A  poor 
layer  we  think  will  lay  about  .50  per  cent  of 
her  eggs  in  the  lirst  four  months  of  the  year; 
or  to  be  more  exact,  in  two  months  (March 
and  April)  of  the  four,  and  the  other  50  per 


cent  before  moulting.  Assuming  that  the 
average  of  47  eggs  per  ben  is  40  per  cent  of 
what  the  average  for  the  year  will  be,  we  have 
for  the  year  only  117  eggs.  Counting  eggs 
before  they  are  laid  is  as  risky  as  counting 
chicks  before  they  are  hatched,  but  we  are 
going  to  register  some  other  guesses  idong  with 
this,  and  see  how  close  our  figures  will  be  to 
the  result  when  the  returns  for  the  year  arc 
all  in.  Our  own  opinion  is  that  unless  an 
nidooked  for  proportion  of  poor  layers  are 
dropped  from  the  lists,  the  general  average 
will  be  below  117.  We  think,  too,  that  there 
will  be  very  many  pens  of  hens  which  lay  not 
more  than  five  to  seven  dozen  of  eggs  per  hen 
in  the  yeyr,  and  that  comparatively  few  will 
go  over  twelve  dozen  eggs  per  hen.  As  has 
been  said  before  in  there  columns,  we  think 
the  figures  of  these  reports  may  be  taken  as 
fairly  indicating  the  conditions  in  the  poultry 
industry  at  large;  and  they  bear  out  our 
ol).servation  that  the  great  majority  of  those 
who  keep  hens  keep  them  at  a  loss.  This 
is  true,  we  find,  of  very  many  whose  hens 
are  well  housed,  well  cared  for,  and  in  a 
general  way,  well  fed.  The  want  of  success 
in  such  instances  is  due  to  the  little  things  not 
being  looked  after  as  closely  as  they  should 
be  —  to  things  being  done  somewhat  loosely 
and  negligently.  The  fact  that  many  people 
are  making  a  good  profit  from  their  hens, 
should  stimulate,  others  to  closely  study  the 
methods  of  those  who  are  successful. 

'i'here  are  some  members  of  our  club  whose 
hens  practically,  do  not  lay  at  all,  whose 
methods  of  feeding  are  as  bad  as  bad  can  be. 
Attention  has  been  called  to  several  such 
cases ;  some  who  have  been  making  mistakes 
have  seen  where  they  were  wrong,  and  have 
remedied  matters;  but  we  are  sorry  to  see 
reports  still  coming  in  which  tell  us  that  a  few 
of  our  members  are  failing  to  profit  by  the 
experience  of  those  whose  experience  should 
be  of  great  value  to  them.  It  would  seem 
that  when  one  whose  hens  are  doing  little  or 
nothing  saw  the  statement  of  the  method  of 
feeding  used  by  one  whose  hens  are  laying 
uncommonly  well,  and  saw  that  it  was  entirely 
different  from  his  method-of  feeding, he  would 
conclude  that  there  was  something  wrong  with 
his  method,  and  would  make  an  etVort  to  get 
on  the  right  track. 

Some  of  the  poor  laying  is  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  hens  not  being  bred  for  eggs,  but  unless 
a  man  is  sure  that  the  feeding  is  right  and  the 
hens  wrong,  it  is,  of  course,  useless  for  him  to 
discard  the  hens  and  start  in  with  stock  bred 
for  eggs.  Should  he  do  so  it  would  l)e  only  to 
find  that  even  when  bred  foreggs  hens  require 
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MARKET  REVIEW. 

Eggs. —  Eggs  have  been  in  fair  demand  at 
11c.  for  the  best  selected  western,  and  10^® 
10i|c.forgood  to  choice.  Some  fancy  sele(^tion8 
run  up  to  ll^c,  but  most  buyers  refuse  to  pay 
over  11c.  for  the  best.  Eastern  range  from 
lO-i  to  13c.,  with  nearby  and  fancy  lots  at  124 
f«vl5c.,  jobbing  prices  IWfic.  higher.  The  stock 
in  cold  storage  is  now  104,.542  cases. 

Poultrj'. — Fresh  poultry  is  firm  under  light 
arrivals,  and  iced  stock  is  steady,  with  the 
supply  moderate.  Turkeys  in  box  lots  are 
quoted  at  0®13c.  Northern  chickens,  14®18c. ; 
Philadelphia,  14®19c. ;  western,  lOfOLSc. ;  west- 
ern fowls,  9'?('/J0c. ;  northern,  Wv\'w..  •  iced,  9J 
TidO^c.  Choline  fresh  ducks  bring  full  quota- 
tions at  lOTDlSc.  Geese  are  quiet  at  8@10c. 
I^ive  poultry  arrivals  are  light,  with  O'ffilOc.  lb. 
for  mixed  lots  the  price. 


A  weak  puny  chicken  represents  little  value, 
and  a  whole  brood  may  be  counted  not  wffrth 
mentioning,  but  when  the  year's  record  is 
made  every  chicken  has  its  place  to  the  profit 
or  loss  of  the  grower.— il/««ie  Farmer. 


^^^^^ 


NO  OTHER  COMPARES  WITH  IT.  ITS  THE  BEST. 


Is  the  Beet. 

FaI!M-P()ULTRY  is  the  best  poultry  paper 
in  print,  and  I  don't  know  how  1  got  along 
before  I  subscribed  for  it.  Please  send  m(^  a 
few  sample  copies,  and  terms  to  agents. 

Utica,  N.Y.  (i.K. 


"  Sanitas 
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is  an  absolutely  non-poisonous  disinfect- 
ant, and  is  necessary  to  produce  healthy 
birds.  "Sanitas"  disinfecting  powder 
should  be  freely  sprinkled  in  the  yards 
and  used  as  a  whitewash.  It  destroys 
lice  and  prevents  disease. 

How  to  have  ihoroug;hly  sanitary  surroundings  is 
told  in  a  pamphlet  by  Kingzeti,  the  eminent  English 
chemist.  Price  lo  cents.  Every  household  should 
contain  this  little  helj)  to  comfortable  living.  It  will 
be  sent  FREE  to  subscribers  of  this  paper.  Write 

THE  SANITAS  CO.  (Ltd.), 
636  to  642  West  .=  cth  Street,  New  York  City. 

Disinfectant  and  Embrocation  Manuf.icturers. 

BLACK  MINORCAS,   B.  P.  ROCKS, 

Wliilf  p.  Rocks,  Rlack  Langshaus.  35  prizes  won  in 
1898,  at  JSoblon,  .Mass.,  Tilton,  and  Manclicstcr, 
N.H.  First  prize  on  svhite  I'ggs  at  Boston.  Eggs 
$2  pur  W.   Stock  for  sail'.   Eight  page  circular. 

W.  T.  OKKKNK,  Hopkiiiton,  N.  H. 

WNty  IN  PIlfLTBUHlCKEllSJllBmS,  DUCKS  AND  EtESL 

A  buyer  s  gniilcof  the  largest  poullry 
plant  ill  the  norlhwest.   Over  1000  land 
and  waler  fowls  for  sale.   Plan  and  view 
j of  poullry  farm  lincly  illustrated.  F.ggs 
'  for  hatching  a  specialty.  Send  to  the  old 
reliable  breeder  for  a  catalogue,  locls, 
I  giving  many  valuable  hints  on  raising 
poultry  ;  how  to  liuild  ahenhonse. 

K.  BRABAZON,  Sr.,  L.  D.  A. 

Glenview  Fai  ui,  .  Delavan,  Wis. 


.*;!(»  AN    At  i;i;.     Imvc  acres.  $1.',0.    Finest  soil. 
Long  L'^larul.    Kasv  terms,  no  Inleresl. 
 W  lll'l'TI.KSKV.  :i77  Uro.idwav.  N.  Y. 

GOOD  B.  P.  ROCKS 

'I'bey  are  good  strong  slock,  good  l.iyers.  and  bred  for 
ulili'lv  as  well  as  beauty.  lOggs  from  our  breeding 
yards  per  sitting;  $4  per  1(11).  Iu<'ubaIor  eggs  $.'2.M 
jierli*!;  Sl'OperiniJO.  -lOO  one  and  I  wo  year  (dd  bens 
f  nr  sale  I'i  cents  each  :  $7.r»(iper  dozen. 
 \\.\.  COXODON,  Watcinmii,  Til. 

THINK  A  MOMENT 

how  much  more  profit  you  will 
get  from  your  jiotdlry  w'lieii  kept 
free  fl'oui  lice.  "  KoilKli 
I. ice"  w\\\  deslroy  lii'e  <>n  bens 
ami  (dibdvcns.  'I'l-iitl  pacUage  by 
mall,  inc.  Sold  by  dealers. 
Agents  waided. 

W.  A.  I'KOCTOK, 

.Ml  ( ; rei'uwooil  Ave., 
 I>yiiii,  Mass. 

FARM  POULTRY  YARDS. 

This  .\d.  will  appear  once  a  uinulh. 

30        "  l.-ZS 


3.00 


Two  vermin-destroying  nests-eggs  wiih  each  oriler. 
Golden,  W  hile  and  8ilv(!r  Wyandoiles;  Golden  and 
Silver  Spangled  llauiluirgs;  Kose  and  S.  ('.  llrown, 
K.  and  S.  ('.  W.  Leghorns;  r.arre<l  and  W.  1'.  Hocks; 
Black  and  While  .Minorc  cs:  (iolden  S.  I'olish,  l!i-d 
Caps;  W.  F.  K.  Spanish,  !.'oni.  Leghorns;  llond;ins. 
Butt'  Leg.,  liiiir  Cochins,  LI.  Brab's  and  W.  C.  !!.  I'l.l 


uid  Hose  C.  1!.  Miu- 
I'ekin  Ducks 


Bull'  Wv.,  Bull'  r.  Itocks 
orcas.    Bull'  traced  Polish. 

IN1>IAN  fiAMK.S  *1  FOR  13. 
7.5cls.  for  a;  Sa.M)  for  50. 

Most  of  otir  poullry  is  kepi  on  se])arale  farms, 
therefore  the  eggs  are  ferlile,  and  the  chicks  si  r-ong 
and  vigorous  \yben  firsl  h:ilcbed.  A  fair  lial(d)gii;ir;in- 
teed  or  order  duplicaleil  al  half-price.  Ciri'niar  free, 
containing  list  of  premiums  won,  etc.  Semi  money 
any  way  excejif  check. 

WHITNKY  BROS.,  Triangle,  N.  Y. 

FIRE -WEATHER -LIGHTNING  PROOF 

ni.i.-k.  ii;iiiilc.|  or  ^';tl\ ,i  iim1;iI  HOOFING  and 
METAL  CEILINGS  AND  SIDE  WALLS- 


AAA^AAAAAAAAAAAAA^AAAAA4AAA  P^NN  METAL  CEILING   AND   ROOFING  CO.,  Ltd. 


Hold  the  Fori, 
Dewey 


Wear  the  Emblem  of  Youp  Country,  T 
BOVS  AND  GIRLS.  X 

We  are  giving  away  Wittches,  ▼ 
Solid  Gold  Kings,  SpurringGoud;!,I\Ius-  ^ 
iL-al  iTistruments,  for  selling  l^i  Uncle  ▲ 
S;iiis  Scurf  i*iii8  at  10  ets.  eacii,  X 
llcautifiilly  enaim-k'd  ir 
Kationul  colors.  Wc  ask 
no  money— send  your 
name  and'address  and  we 
will  forward  you  IS  Pins 
with  premium  Hst.Wlien' 
you  sell  the  Pins  send'^ 
the  money  to  us  niid  ee- 
leet  prcrnmm.  ^yctrut>tyon 
U.  S.  PIN  CO.,  Boxl540 
Boston,  Mass, 


ladies; 


DO  YOU  WANT  UYERS? 

COX'S  THOROUGHBRED 

Barred  Ply.  Rocks 

Arc  good  as  Ihe  best.  .Some  Kood  two  year  ol<l 
breeding  hens  for  sale  at  S2  each. 

E^rgs,  Si!  per  13  ;  S5  )ier  all. 

H.  F.  COX,  Sabbath  Rest,  Pa. 


Iplii 

iVlake  Bipc  Wages 
-At  H o til o  

anil  want  :il  1  to  have  the  same  op- 
portunity. It's  VERY  PLEASANT 
work  ainl  will  easily  pay  slH  weekly.  This  is  n..  ricrciitiun.  J 
want  no  money  and  will  Gladly  sendtull  imrticularsto  nil 
sending2c. stump,    mrti.  A.  ll.Wi^g£iis,ltoxG(»,l.;iwrcnre,inirll. 

FROM  BEST  STRAINS 

Wyandottes,   Barred  Plym.  Rocks, 
Lit.  Brahmas,    Indiau  Games, 
S.  C.  W.  lieghorus, 

Haudsonioly  illiistraled  c-aial();riie  fri'e  \vi1h  dlreelions 
for  buiblini:  a  eoniiilele  puult  r\  on  I  lii  lor  ST. 

EGGS  $1  PER  15. 

WAVKKLY     OAKS     POUI/rjtY  YARDS, 
!MIS8  K.  A.  ISITAM,  AVaverly,  Mass. 

STRONG  FERTILITY. 

7.5  per  cent  ^uaranteeii.  t>iu;^le  Comb  While  Le;?- 
horns,  ext  ra  line.  So  per  lull.  Circular. 

NIAGARA  FARM,  Ransomville,  N.  Y. 

WHAT  DO  YOU  WANT? 

It  it's  liiiKcieH,  IlnriiOMH,  8nilillcf,,  ItleyelcN,  ("I'wiiig; 
MiichtrieH,  Feed  t'ookern,  <'l<ler  rrcHHOt*,  (S|)ruy 
I'liiiiPM,  Poultry  r'TnAlJE""!  *^"I>I''><'s  "r  any- 
tliiiis  else,  welvfiiiu  WiNTd^"'"  supply  it  di- 
rect from  the  fac-|''"S,^,);,?,':,'Ttory.   No  matter 


what  it  is,  or  where 


itisniade,  weoan 


The  Dogs  of  War 

let  loose  will  increase  the  need  to  farm  carefully 
to  "make  ends  meet."  Good  fen(-es  save  temper, 
time,  stock  and  crops.    See  our  ad.  In  next  issue. 

PAGE  WOVEN  WIRE  FENCE  CO.,  Adrian,  Mich. 

 MY  


supply  it  rtiifl  sure  tjan  inoitey  too.    Try  us. 

Write  for  our  illustrated  eataloKue,  circulars,  etc. 

Frank  B.  Barkiey  Mfg.  Co.  t^.^^ 

INDIAN  (ianie  I'^'^'s,  l;l  for  S'!:  Crnsl)ed  Oyster 
.Shells.  Sii.rjO,  and  >Iira  Crystal  (irit.  S7  per  Ion. 
CLKVKl.ANU  POULTHV  CO.,  Pl.-illsburj-di.  N.Y. 


Pekin 


Ducks 


averaKcd  128  egps  each  last  sciison;  fertility  .above  !)ll 
per  cenl.  Duck  es^is,  B.  1'.  Kock,  W.  1».  Rock,  While 
Wyanil.itlc,  $1  per  IS;  S5  per  Km. 

C.  E.  LELAND, 

737  Varnniii  Ave.,  Lowell,  IVIasg, 


nT.Vp"  MAINE 

The  Latest  Novelty.  On  rcecipt  lO  cents  will  send,  postpaid, 

12  PICTURES  BATTLESHIP  MAINE 

09  she  appeared  in  tho  harbor  of  Havana.  Ench  of  these  pietiire.i 
is  mined.  Keprescntwl  in  the  picture  is  a  .Spaniard  holding'  a 
fuse;  by  applyin"  the  fuse  we  seiirl  to  the  one  shown  in. the  pie- 
ture,  a  spark  will  run  aeroHs  picture,  and  upon  rcacliin;!  tiio 
Maine  will  explode  with  a  startling'  report,  and  blow  up  tlieship. 
No  dan'^er.  niul  very  ontusinp,  and  every  one  wht>  sees  it  wanta 
it  done  again.  Send  lOc.  and  wc  will  send  13  picturcsatonce, 

BATES  &  CO.,  160  Congress  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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June  1 


RtRM-f&ULTI§. 

•    •    Semi- VIorithly.  • 


PDBLISnED 

The   1st  and   15th  of  each  month 

I.  S.JOHNSON  (Si  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 

A.  F.  HUNTER,  Kclitor. 
Price,  One  Dollar  per  year,  in  Advance. 
Six  iiioutba  50  Cents. 
Single  Copies  Five  Cents. 
One  Sample  Free. 

Ailil  for  posUiKf  to  foreijrn  countries,  48  Cents  extra 
to  yearly,  and  1'4  Cents  to  six  months  suliscriptlon  rale. 

Kemit  by  P.  O.  or  KxpreRS  money  order, 
cash  or  postage  stamps,  in  registered  letter. 

Address  ail  letters^  and  make  all  jtaymentf  payable 
to  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

Cuslom  House  SI.,  Hoston,  Man. 


AVhen   You  lleceive 

F.\lt>l-l'<)l'LTliYin  a  lirten 
W  rappei-  yonr  suhscriptlon 
Tlicitforc.  please  stiul  cash 


Green  Wrapper 

ends  with  that  i>>iu:. 
$1.00  to  renew— lor— 

We  Shall  Always  Stop  the  Paper  wlicn  the 
time  for  which  It  is  paid  has  expired:  mi  that  to  avoid 
mlsJlnj;  nunihers  all  shonid  renew  proni))lly. 

Get  a  Couple  of  Neiglibors  to  cluh  wUh  you, 
and  wc  will  send  the  paper  to  tin-  three  parties  a  fnll 
year  all  for  S'.'.iiO.  cash  or  stamps,  if  all  sent  at  one  time. 

Change  in  Address  — When  ordcrin;:  a  change  in 
the  address,  suhscrihers  shonid  he  sure  to  jrive  their 
fornii-r  as  well  a<  their  present  aildress,  or  we  cannot 
make  the  change:  our  list  Is  kept  hy  towns  first. 

Canvassers  AVanted  in  every  town  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. Terms  sent  on  appliciUion.  Liberal  com- 
mission paid  In  cash.   Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 

THE   ADVERTISING  RATE 

Is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Each  Issue. 

Fourteen  Lines  in  every  Ineli  of  single  column 
space.   Seven  average  Words  make  one  line. 

DISCOUNTS  FROM  ABOVE  KATE  depend 
entirciv  u|)on  the  amount  of  space  used  by  ai\  adver- 
tiser within  a  stated  lime.   Send  for  Kate  Card. 

FORMS  CLOSE.— Ads.  must  be  received  by 
the  5th  and  20th  of  tlie  month  to  insure  insertion 
In  the  Issues  of  the  1.5th  or  1st,  respectively. 

Copyright  — 1898,  by  I.  S.Johnson  &  Co. 

EnleveJ  at  the  Post-Office 
at  Hoston,  Mass..  as  serond-class  matter. 


EDITORIAL. 

Discouraging,  Certainly. 

A  man  called  to  see  ns  toilay  who  wanted  to 
know  what  was  the  lutittcr  with  his  chickens 
that  they  were  dying  so  rapidly  ;  he  was  losing 
four  or  five  or  six  a  day;  —  sakl  he  had  lost 
fully  twenty-five  within  a  week,  and  the 
chickens  were  not  more  than  ten  days  old.  In 
the  course  ot  our  inquiries  we  learn  thtit  he 
had  put  one  hundred  and  seven  chickens  in 
one  brooder,  and  we  told  him  that  terrible 
overcrowding  was  probably  the  cause  of  the 
excessive  mortality,  at  any  rate  was  a  sufficient 
cause,  ;ind  said,  "there  never  ought  to  be  more 
than  titty  chicks  in  any  brooder."  "Why,'' 
he  exclaimed,  "  the  makiT  of  this  lirooder 
calls  it  a  hundred-chick  brooder,  and  surely, 
if  it  has  capacity  for  one  hundred  chicks,  half 
a  dozen  more  isn't  seriously  crowding  them." 

"No  brooder  is  largo  enough  for  one  hun- 
dred chicks,"  we  replied  ;  "in  fact,  there  never 
ought  to  be  more  than  fifty  chicks  together  in 
one  family,  for  good  results."  "  But  the 
maker  of  this  brooder,"  he  exclaimed,  "says  it 

is  a  hundred-chick  brooder."   "  the  maker 

of  the  brooder,"  (we  began  to  get  impatient), 
"  why  don't  you  apply  your  common  sense  to 
the  ((uestion?  You  are  a  reader  of  F.\1!M- 
Poi'LTiiv,  and  we  have  told  >  ou  over  and  over 
again  in  that  paper  thtit  no  brooder  was  large 
enough  for  one  hundred  chicks.  Don't  you 
believe  what  you  read?''  "Yes,  mostly,  but 
here  the  maker  of  the  brooder  r;ites  it  :it  100- 
chick  capacity;  shouldn't  1  believe  him?" 
replied  our  visitor.  Then  we  sat  down  on  the 
wall  and  tried  to  explain  to  him  that  the 
maker  of  the  brooder  wanted  to  sell  his 
machine,  and  he  thought  it  would  promote 
sales  if  he  rated  the  brooder  at  a  high  capacity  ; 
possibly  he  w:is  inlluenced  by  the  fact  that 
other  brooder  in;ikers  did  the  same. 

In  today's  mail  comes  the  llural  jVeff- 
Yorker  for  jNfay  21.  In  "  Hope  Farm  Notes," 
we  find  the  following :  — 

"  So  long  as  we  used  our  small  brooders 
with  not  over  fifty  in  each,  we  lost  very  few- 
birds.  These  brooders  stand  outdoors,  fully 
exposed  to  the  .storms,  with  oilcloth  coverings. 


They  are  beafcil  by  lamps  placed  beneath 
tliein.  U'e  made  our  last  hroo.ler  large,  :ind 
put  one  hundred  and  fifty  little  chiek.>  with  a 
few  older  one.-  in  it.  All  went  well  for  a  few 
days,  and  then  they  began  todie.  The  disaster 
came  upon  us  .-o  suddenly  that  we  lo.-t  nearly 
fifty  before  we  could  find  the  reasons  for  it. 
We  think  we  have  found  the  reasons,  becau>e 
we  have  put  an  end  to  the  trouble.  The  chicks 
were  too  crowded,  'i'hey  piled  up  over  the 
heat  on  cold  nights,  until  the  weak  ones  were 
eru>heil  ami  smothered.  This  is  one  of  the 
worst  features  of  a  bottom  heat  brooder. 
There  were  too  many  in  the  brooder.  J I  does 
not  pay  to  put  more  than  fifty  together.  The 
brooile'r  was  kept  too  hot,  anil  not  well  venti- 
lateil.  Fowls  need  fresh  air.  They  snuggled 
up  together,  and  were  overheated,  and  then, 
when  the  brooder  was  opened,  the  r:iw  damp 
air  cut  them  to  the  bone.  Another  trouble 
with  the.-e  chicks  was  that  they  had  too  much 
soft  food,  and  not  enough  grit.  A  little  char- 
coal :iii<l  sh;irp  sand  mixed  with  the  mash 
makes  a  wonderful  diflerence  in  the  appear- 
ance in  these  little  birds.  Of  course  we  should 
have  known  all  about  tbe.se  things  beforehand. 
Our  preachers  have  given  us  line  upon  line 
aljout  nursing  little  chickens,  but  somehow 
they  can't  make  us  practice  until  our  old 
friend.  Loss,  comes  along  with  his  needle  and 
inoculates  us  with  the  fear  of  disaster." 

That  states  the  thing  clearly.  We  poultry 
preachers  have  given  "line  upon  line  about 
nursing  little  chickens,"  but  we  cannot  make 
our  readers  practice  what  we  preach.  People 
trill  not  laarn  until  they  blunder  into  the 
lesson  themselves,  and  learn  by  costly  experi- 
ence. There  is  no  need  of  this  immense 
mortality  of  little  chicks  if  we  will  give  them 
room  to  live  in,  good  food  to  eat,  fresh  water 
to  drink,  and  keep  their  quarters  clean ;  and 
yet  people  will  not  pay  heed  to  the  lessons  we 
try  to  teach  them.  Take  this  experience  of 
jVIr.  Colliugwood's,  and  of  the  man  who  called 
on  us  today  as  typical  cases.  Both  have  Ijeen 
told  over  and  over  agan  not  to  overcrowd  the 
chicks  in  a  brooder,  and  yet  they  thought 
they  could  do  it  in  spite  of  the  warnings  of 
(others')  experience. 

It  certainly  is  discouraging! 

Utility  and  Beauty  Again. 

Farm-Poulti?y  h:is  had  much  to  say  upon 
the  utility  side  of  the  poultry  question,  and 
has  strongly  urged  the  breeding  of  birds  for 
the  useful  qualities,  making  secondary  the 
points  required  in  the  show  room.  For  taking 
this  stand  we  have  been  c;illed  quite  a  variety 
of  complimentary  (?)  names,"'  utility  howler"' 
being  one  of  them  that  has  seemed  to  greatly 
please  some  of  the  small  fry. 

We  take  pleasure  in  reprinting,  in  this 
number,  a  very  interesting  article  from  the 
pen  of  Mr.  John  Glasgow,  entitled  "'  Are  We 
Kuuning  Away  From  Utility?"  which 
appeared  in  the  Poultry  Monthly  for  May, 
and  which  will  give  some  of  our  friends  who 
have  been  wont  to  sneer  at  the  "  utility 
bowlers  "  good  reason  to  wonder  "  where  am 
I  at?"  Certainly  Mr.  Glasgow  is  not  a  utility 
howler,  and  yet  he  calmly  tells  his  fancier 
friends  that  they  arc  breeding  away  from 
useful  qualities  in  breeding  for  their  show 
points,  and  he  "  gives  chapter  and  verse  "  to 
substantiate  his  statement  in  a  manner  which 
completely  cuts  the  ground  from  uuder  their 
feet.  He  names  several  breeds,  and  gives 
convincing  proof  of  their  degeneracy  —  in 
stamina  —  through  their  having  been  inbreed 
to  produce  (and  maintain)  certain  show 
qualities;  but  the  pith  of  the  w'hole  article  is 
found  in  this  paragraph  :  — 

"If  you  want  a  rent  paying  fowl,  il  is 
imperative  we  must  have  stamina,  and  it  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  many  of  our  best  breeders^ 
who  are  exhibitors  as  well,  with  a  view  to 
accentuate  certain  feather  points,  resort  to 
consideralile  inbreeding  to  attain  it;  and 
although  they  may  gain  their  point  in  the  show 
pen,  they  ruin  the  constitution  of  their  ilocks 
by  so  doing  to  a  certainty,  and  thereby  impair 
the  productiveness  of  the  species,  and  disease 
and  death  hold  high  revel  in  the  yards  as  a 
natural  consequence.'' 

That  states  the  case  fairly.  Ninety-nine 
out  of  every  hundred  men  who  keep  fowls 
want  "  rent  paying  fowls,"  or,  iu  other  words, 
want  poultry  for  profit — and  to  them  stamina 
is  of  the  utmost  importance.  What  doth  it 
profit  a  man  if  he  gain  ninety-five  points  by 
the  score  card  and  h:ive  not  stamina  in  his 
stock ! 

There  is  much  that  is  suggestive  in  3Ir. 
Glasgow's  article,  and  we  heartily  commend 
it  to  our  readers.  We  are  grateful  to  the 
Monthly,  too.  for  having  published  the  article, 
but  cannot  forbear  suggesting  that  if  it  pub- 
lishes a  few  more  of  the  same  stripe  some  of 
the  little  chaps  will  be  calling  it  "  a  utility 
howlerj " 


Elbridge  C.  Comcy. 

Our  readers  will  be  pained  to  bear  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  K.  C  C'omey ,  the  well  known 
breeder  of  "  Duke  of  York  ''  Light  Brah- 
mas,  which  occurred  at  his  late  home  in 
.Somcrville,  on  the  14th  ult. 

Elbridge  Carpenter  Comey  was  Ijorn  in 
Foxboro,  Mass.,  .Sept. 'J.'ld,  ]8;5C,  and  was 
descended  from  old  Puritan  stock.  He 
came  to  Boston  at  the  ;ige  of  sixteen,  and 
soon  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  W. 
K.  Lewis  &  Bro.,  to  which  firm  he  was 
later  admitted  a  partuer,  and  with  which 
he  remained  until  his  severe  illness,  about 
a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

It  was  as  a  poullryman, -however,  that 
he  was  best  known  to  our  readers.  He 
became  a  breeder  of  Light  Brahmas  some- 
thing like  thirty  years  ago,  and  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  poultry  breed- 
ing, more  especially  Light  Brahma  breed- 
ing, ever  since,  of  late  ye.ars  ranking  as 
one  of  the  veterans  of  the  fancy  poultry 
business.  A  stroke  of  paralysis  about  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  cut  him  ofl"  from  active 
life,  and  so  crippled  him  (particularly  his 
eyesight)  that  he  felt  obliged  to  close  out 
his  poultry  interest,  we  believe,  to  Mr. 
Shaw,  of  Brockton.  Nothing  connected 
with  his  long  and  painful  illness  hurt  him 
more  than  this  enforced  parting  from  his 
"  friends "  —  his  loved  Light  Brahmas 
being  so  regarded  by  him,  and  w  e  sb;ill 
not  soon  forget  his  pathetic  exclamation — 
"  I  can't  see  them  now  I ''  the  last  time  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  iu  the 
flesh. 

Mr.  Comey  leaves  a  widow  and  one  son, 
and  a  large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  his 
departure. 


Poultrj'  and  tlie  Experiment  Stations. 

A  writer  iu  the  yew  England  Farmer 
well  says  :  "The  poultry  keeper  needs  as  much 
help  from  the  experiment  stations  as  they  give 
to  milk  and  butter  producers,  but  lacking  in 
this  they  must  help  one  another,''  which  is  all 
very  true,  but  suggests  the  question,  why  are 
they  lacking  in  this?  Why  have  not  the 
experiment  stations  taken  as  much  interest  in 
poultry  questions  as  they  h;ive  in  milk  and 
butter?  One  reason  undoubtedly  is  the 
general  indiflerence  to  poultry,  and  the  think- 
ing it  to  be  "  too  small  a  business  "  for  the 
experiment  stations  to  waste  time  and  money 
upon,  when  the  fact  is  the  poultry  and  eggs 
product  of  the  country  is  much  greater  than 
the  milk  and  butter  product,  :ind  the  egg 
product  might  be  easily  doubled  with  the  aid 
of  carefully  conducted  experiments  to  give  us 
authoritative  information. 

There  is  one  thing  about  this  experiment 
station  work  that  is  very  puzzling  to  us,  and 
that  is,  why  do  all  of  the  several  stations 
duplicate  each  other's  work?  Take,  for 
instance,  the  group  of  New  England  states. 
All  the  stations  are  working  upon  the  same 
lines;  all  are  giving  their  time  and  mouey  to 
dairying,  bugology,  etc.,  and  this  duplication 
of  work  seems  to  our  untutored  mind  a  sad 
waste  of  energy.  If  one  st;ilion  would  devote 
itself  to  dairying  experiments,  another  to 
insects  injurious  to  fruits  and  veget<ition, 
another  to  poultry  questions,  etc.,  there 
would  not  be  this  seemingly  wa>teful  duplicti- 
tion  of  work.  Why  could  there  not  be,  for 
example,  an  exchange  of  reports  and  a 
cooperation  in  work  so  as  to  save  this  waste- 
ful duplication,  and  thus  enable  a  covering  of 
more  ground,  or,  in  plain  Knglish;  enable  one 
station  to  devote  itself  to  poultry  questions? 

We  would  like  to  see  an  intelligible  answer 
to  this  question. 

Try,  Try  Again. 

A  prominent  strawberry  grower  is  quoted 
as  saying,  "  To  be  successful  iu  the  cultivation 
of  the  strawberry,  you  must  be  dead  in  love 
with  your  business.  Then,  if  you-make  a 
failure  at  first,  you  will  still  stick  to  it." 

Isn't  that  true  of  poultry  raising,  and  isn't 
there  the  same  necessity  of  being  "  dead  in 
love"  with  the  business,  so  that  if  we  make  a 
failure  (or  serious  blunders)  at  first,  we  shall 
try  again  and  yet  again  ;  or,  as  President  Lin- 
coln quaintly  expressed  it,  "  keep  pegging 
away?"  We  think  there  is  a  good  l>it  of 
encouragement  in  the  old  motto,  "  If  at  first 
you  don't  succeed,  try,  try  again." 


A  Serious  Set  Back. 

L'nder  the  heading,  "  Maine  University 
Loses  Its  Henner)-,"  the  Boston  Evening 
Transcript  of  May  19th  has  a  despatch  of 
same  date  from  Oldtown,  Me.,  which  says: 
"  The  explosion  of  a  lamp  in  an  incubator 
yesterday  caused  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
large  hennery  of  the  University  of  Maine  at 
Orono,  with  one  thousand  hens  and  chickens; 
loss  three  Ihou.sand  dollars,  no  insurance." 

This  will  be  a  serious  set  back  to  the  good 
work  which  the  University  of  Maine  was 
doing,  as  they  were  just  getting  into  a  position 
where  they  could  make  careful  tests  of  the 
laying  qualities,  etc.,  of  certain  breeds.  We 
shall  write  Prof.  Gowell  to  get  further  infor- 
mation, but  can  hardly  receive  it  in  time  for 
printing  in  this  number.  If  the  tire  w;is 
caused  by  the  explosion  of  an  incub.itor  lamp 
we  all  want  to  know  it,  and  we  shall  be  inter- 
ested to  get  the  particulars. 

A  Stamp  Tax  on  Dan  Lambert. 

A  printed  postal  card  from  Death  to  Lice 
Lambert  says : — 

"  To  whom  it  may  concern  :  —  Owing  to  the 
proposed  war  tax  on  proprietary  goods,  the 
present  prices  of  Lambert's  Death  to  Lice 
remedies  are  subject  to  an  advance  without 
further  notice,  sufficient  to  cover  cost  of 
stamps.  All  orders  received  after  the  law  goes 
into  effect  will  be  filled  uuder  new  schedule  of 
prices.        D.  .J.  Lambert,  Manufacturer. 

May  2d,  1898.  Apponaug.  li.  I." 

And  so  the  war  is  about  to  increase  the 
price  of  insect  powder  I  Well,  we  shall  have 
to  stand  it,  because  the  lice  must  be  fought, 
war  or  no  war,  and  if  paying  for  a  stamp  on  a 
package  of  D.  to  L.  is  going  to  help  uphold 
the  hands  of  the  government  we  will  cheer- 
fully pay  the  tax. 

As  the  bill  stands  at  this  writing,  the  tax 
will  apply  to  all  goods  in  stock  and  in  the 
hands  of  agents,  and  it  will  be  unlawful  for 
any  agent  to  sell  a  package  of  I),  to  L.  with- 
out a  stamp  affixed  to  it  and  canceled.  It  is 
possible  the  bill  may  be  amended  so  as  to 
exempt  stocks  actually  in  hands  of  selling 
agents,  but  that  is  hardly  probable. 

Hatching  Chlclvens  Late. 

Does  it  pay  to  batch  chickens  late  iu  the  sea- 
sou,  say  in  July  and  August?  is  asked.  3Iuch 
depeuds  upon  what  is  to  be  done  with  thom. 
and  the  facilities  one  has  for  caring  for  them. 
Generally  speaking,  chickens  can  be  hatched 
in  those  months  better  than  early  iu  the  season ; 
but  the  hot  dry  summer  weather  is  likely  to 
stunt  them  and  check  their  growth,  unless 
pains  are  taken  to  give  them  shelter :  then,  too. 
the  food  should  not  be  heating,  should  contain 
very  little  corn  meal  and  cracked  coru,  and 
they  should  have  grass  run. 

Prices  for  chicks  are  low  in  the  summer  and 
early  fall  months,  the  market  being  flooded 
with  carloads  of  cheap  stufl'  from  the  west, 
and  if  one  puts  chickens  into  the  market  in 
competition  with  that  cheap  stuft",  he  will  find 
very  little  margin  of  profit.  If,  however,  he 
will  raise  a  superior  article,  a  plump  breasted, 
yellow  skinned  chicken,  either  for  broiler  or 
roaster,  he  will  find  good  prices  waiting  for 
them,  and  will  realize  a  goodly  margin  of 
profit.  The  prices  will  not  be  so  high,  even  if 
the  goods  are  of  the  best;  but,  as  they  cost 
less  to  h.atch  and  raise,  the  margin  of  profit  is 
all  right. 

Oue  thing  should  be  carefully  avoided,  and 
that  is.  letting  those  later  chickens,  (which 
are  intended  for  market),  mix  with  the  old 
stock,  or  with  the  earlier  chickens  w  hich  are 
intended  for  breeding  stock.  Keep  them 
entireK  .-eparate  if  you  want  good  results  in 
growth.  If  let  run  with  the  old  stock  or  older 
chickens,  they  are  certain  to  be  more  or  less 
imposed  upon  by  theirelders,  which  frequently 
stunts  thein  ;  then,  too,  they  do  not  get  cither 
sufficient  food  or  food  adapted  to  their  special 
wants  w  hen  running  with  older  stock,  and 
that  is  unfortunate.  Chickens  to  grow  into 
plump  breasted  juicy  broilers  and  roasters, 
need  a  diflerent  food  ration  from  chickens 
growing  up  to  be  laying  breeding  stock. 

Don't  make  the  mistake  of  keeping  over 
some  of  those  late  chickens,  just  because  they 
may  be  "  likely  looking"  pullets.  They  never 
will  grow  to  full  size,  will  come  to  laying  at 
the  time  when  the  bottom  seems  to  have 
dropped  out  of  the  price  of  eggs,  and  their 
eggs  will  be  veinr  small.  Those  late  h-.itched 
chickens  should  go  to  market  at  once  they  are 
of  a  marketable  size. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Con  es/ioiHleiils  tclio  enclose  slam/is  for  reiily  receive 
immediate  aiisirers  by  mail.  When  no  stamps  are 
enclosed  (/ueslions  trliich  are  of  genera!  interest  and 
iiace  not  recently  appeared  here  are  printed  vith 
answers  in  this  department.  Several  correspondents 
sometimes  write  at  about  the  same  lime  to  ask  the  same 
question.  Uf  course  only  one  inquiry  is  printed.  Look 
for  the  answer  to  your  question,  not  for  your  initials 
and  residence. 


Questions  Briefly  Answered. 

[Aiiyot  the  luiinlx'is  o£  FAitM-roi  I.TUY  referrca 
to  below,  win  he  siipplieil  at  the  rale  o£  live  cents 
each]- 

DOUHLE  Yoi.KED  Eggs.  —  (Mrs.  F.  H., 
Hackeiisack,  X.  J.) :  It  is  prolialile  that  your 
hen  which  hiys  doubled  yolUed  e!j;!,'s  is  too  fat. 
Hedupc  her  flesh  by  rediiciiij,'  the  fattening 
I'lemuiits  in  the  food,  and  give  her  a  grass  run. 

Kafkiu  Coitx.— Feuhkts.— (W.  A.  B., 
Litchliold,  ill.):  You  may  safely  feed  the 
chicks  Kaffir  corn.  "\Ve  are  not  familiar  with 
the  habits  and  management  of  ferrets,  there- 
fore cannot  answer  your  question  regarding 
them. 

A  Disease  of  the  WiNnpiPn:  —  (Miss 
M.  L.  U.,  Virginia  City,  Nev.) :  The  symp- 
toms deserilied  are  unlike  anything  observed 
in  the  eoniinoii  throat  diseases.  Perhaps  your 
sick  fowls  swallowed  something  that  in  going 
through  the  passage  burfied  or  otherwise 
injured  it. 

Lose  the  Use  of  Their  Legs. —  (J.  VT. 
R.,  Greentield,  Mass.):  Most  cases  of  this 
kind  reported  this  season  are  cases  of  rhe,n- 
matism,  due  to  extreme  dampness.  Nearly 
all  are  in  flocks  kept  in  damp  houses  or  low 
damp  places.  For  remedy,  see  page  94, 
March  1  Farm-Poultry. 


Hens  Too  Fat. 

Mr.  Eilitor:— I  have  hoon  Uc-eping  a  small  flock  of 
hens  for  a  year,  ami  dcpeml  sreatly  for  advice  upon 
KAItM-rol'I.TRY.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  you 
answer  a  few  questions,  as  1  do  not  liud  exactly  what 
1  want  in  the  back  numbers  of  that  magazine. 

I  have  a  flock  of  Minorcas  and  1*.  Hocks,  numbering 
about  tliirty.  Until  two  weeks  ago  I  fed  in  the  morn-, 
ing  four  quarts  of  I'icli  mash,  couq)osed  of  two  quarts 
table  scraps,  which  included  cabbage,  or  a  large  por- 
tion of  celery  ;  the  other  two  quarts  equal  parts  bran, 
corn  meal,  middlings  and  ground  oats.  At  noon  I  fed 
a  quart  of  green  food,  and  sometimes  stale  bread;  at 
night  two  antl  a  lialf  or  three  qijarts  of  barley,  corn  or 
screeniugs.  Grit  and  slaked  lime  always  before  them. 
Twenty-two  hens  and  pullets  were  laying  from  9  to  17 
eggs  a  day.  Two  weeks  ago  the  egg  supply  dropped 
f  rem  S9  a  week  to  53;  the  next  week  to  35,  today  only 
two  eggs.  Hens  and  pullets  seem  very  fat,  appetite 
and  activity  poor.  I  notice  the  crops  of  some  of  tliem 
seem  fliled  with  gas.  The  B.  P.  Rocks  have  lost  neck 
feathers  until  skin  is  quite  bare.  I  have  sent  for  car- 
bolized  lime,  as  symptoms  point  to  the  depluming 
scab  mite.  Would  tliat  account  for  poor  egg  supply? 

Would  it  be  too  radical  a  change  to  bring  the  fowls 
down  to  one  meal  a  day  of  grain  scattered  in  litter  in 
the  morning  — or  what  course  would  you  recommend  ? 

Can  I  make  cabbage  take  the  place  of  a  grass  run, 
wliich  is  out  of  the  question  ? 

The  fowls  liave  a  dry  airy  house,  and  low  slied,  with 
yard  25  x  40  feet,  with  an  additional  yard  same  size, 
which  is  nearly  ready  for  use,  and  sown  to  rye. 

Ought  the  fowls  to  be  kept  liuugry  enough  to  be 
scratching  all  the  time?  If  I  can  get  them  back  in 
condition,  will  it  be  best  to  feed  much  less  table  scraps 
and  more  ground  feed?  Miss  R.  .1. 

Woodbury,  N.  J. 

The  indications  point  to  your  birds  being 
overfat,  and  yet  your  ration  is  not  excessively 
fattening,  except  too  much  corn  meal  and  too 
much  grain  —  combined  without  other  foods. 
Just  what  your  table  scraps  consist  of,  that 
is,  just  how  much  fat  forming  elements  it 
contains,  of  course  we  do  not  know;  but  if  it 
contains  a  gooil  deal  of  cabbage,  celery,  etc., 
there  would  not  he  much  that  was  fattening 
in  it  except  the  bread,  meat  trimmings,  etc. 
You  say  nothing  about  feeding  meat  raeal  or 
beef  scraps.  Does  your  table  scraps  contain 
enough  of  that  food  element  to  supply  their 
wants? 

We  would  think  it  quite  as  likely  that  your 
fowls  are  sufl'ering  from  an  ill-balanced  ration, 
which  has  induced  them'  to  overeat  other 
foods  because  of  their  craving  for  what  your 
i-ation  does  not  supply.  The  crops  filled  with 
gas  would  indicate  that,  and  the  aiipctite 
and  activity  would  be  a  collateral  symptom. 

The  bared  necks  of  the  B.  P.  Ilocks  would 
point  to  feather  eating  rather  than  to  the 
depluming  scab  mite.  If  it  is  feather  eating, 
it  is  only  a  symptom  of  lack  of  animal  food, 
as  much  feather  eating  is-- caused  by  that  lack. 
Feathers  are  rich  in  albumen,  contain  much 


of  the  same  food  clemeiils  lliat  meat  contains, 
and  low  Is  pluck  anl  c;il  feathers  because  they 
crave  that  food  element.  You  can  correct 
that  by  rubbing  a  little  kerosene  oil  upon  the 
feathers  about  the  bare  places.  The  next 
time  a  fowl  plucks  and  eats  a  feather  with  a 
kerosene  flavor  alttichcd,  it  will  wish  it  had 
not,  and  will  soon  quit.  Feeding  a  little  raw 
lean  meat  once  a  day  for  a  few  days  would 
still  the  craving  for  that  food  element,  if  that 
causes  the  trouble. 

That  alone  would  not  account  for  poor  egg 
supply,  though  undoubtedly  it  would  help  to 
that  result. 

It  would  not  be  too  radical  a  change  to 
bring  the  fowls  down  to  one  meal  a  day,  tmd 
indeed,  that  would  be  one  of  the  best  methods 
of  getting  them  into  condition  again.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  you  cannot  give  them  the 
grass  run  ;  that  would  be  the  best  thing  possi- 
ble, and  then  feed  them  very  scantily  for  a 
few  days,  until  they  get  more  nearly  into  nor- 
mal condition. 

Yes,  you  can  make  cabbage  take  the  place 
of  grass  if  you  handle  it  rightly.  The  cabbage 
should  be  hung  about  two  feet  from  the  floor, 
so  that  the  birds  will  have  to  jump  for  it. 

No,  the  fowls  ought  not  to  be  kept  scratch- 
ing all  the  time.  That  would  waste  much  of 
their  physical  energy.  It  would  do  no  harm 
for  a  week  or  so,  until  they  were  trained 
down  somewhat ;  but  after  getting  them  into 
normal  condition  they  should  not  scratch  all 
the  time,  any  more  than  a  cow  at  pasture 
should  spend  all  its  time  ranging  in  search  of 
food.  A  cow,  so  ranging,  will  have  splendid 
physical  health,  will  be  in  good  fighting  con- 
dition, but  won't  give  much  milk,  and, 
similarly,  a  hen  that  scratchesall  the  time  will 
have  splendidly  tough  wiry  muscles,  but  she 
will  not  lay  eggs. 

A  hen  to  lay.  eggs  in  liberal  quantity  must 
be  in  good  condition  and  close  upon  the  danger 
line  of  overfat  condition,  and  must  not  dissi- 
pate too  much  energy  in  scratching  for  fooil, 
or  ranging  in  search  of  food.  This  point  was 
dwelt  upon  at  length  by  Dr.  Twitchell,  in  a 
lecture  at  a  farmers'  institute  we  attended  a 
few  weeks  ago.  He  tiiged  farmers  to  bed 
their  cows  well  and  to  make  them  comfortable, 
to  the  end  that  they  should  lie  dov/n  and 
chew  their  cuds  in  comfort  —  that  condition 
promoting  secretion  of  milk.  Of  course, 
there  is  danger  of  overdoing  that,  and  of  over- 
stepping the  danger  line,  which  must  be 
guarded  against;  but  hens  to  lay  eggs  must 
be  comfortable,  and  have  sufficient  exercise 
for  their  physical  health.  When  the  con- 
ditions are  just  right,  they  will  lay  eggs  and 
Ijlenty  of  them.    It  is  their  nature  to. 


An  Incubator  in  a  Warm  Koom. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  I  am  running  my  first  hatch  now 
with  a  3G0-egg  Cyphers  incubator,  in  a  Cx8  feet  build- 
ing, double  walls.  I  And  that  when  the  day  is  warm  I 
have  to  turn  the  lamp  down  till  it  is  almost  out  in 
order  to  keep  tlie  heat  down  in  macliine,  as  the  build- 
ing Iieats  up  so.  Now  this  is  the  sixth  day  of  tlie 
hatch,  and  1  am  afraid  that  when  the  hatch  begins  to 
manifest  itself  I  will  not  be  able  to  control  the  heat  in 
the  incubator.  The  building  is  well  ventilated.  Do 
you  think  it  would  do  any  good  (or  any  harm)  for  me 
to  put  in  the  house  a  good  sized  piece  of  ice  to  cool 
the  air?  I  mean  to  put  it  in  about  the  seventeenth 
day.  Do  you  think  it  would  help  it  any  to  cover  the 
roof  over  with  old  carpet  and  keep  it  wet  during  the 
last  days  of  the  hatch  ?  lam  willing  to  go  to  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  to  insure  a  good  hatch. 

2d.  Will  four  or  five  weeks  be  long  enough  at  this 
time  of  the  year  to  keep  chicks  in  the  brooder? 

3d.  Will  a  run  6x20  feet  be  large  enough  to  raise 
fifty  chicks  up  to  two  or  three  ijounds  weight? 

4th.  Would  it  pay  me  to  pay  S5  a  hundred  for 
Wyandotte  eggs,  at  this  time  of  tlte  year,  to  raise 
broilers?  F.  W. 

Willimantic,  Ct. 

We  have  had  no  experience  which  would 
warrant  us  in  advising  you  as  to  the  effect  of 
ice  in  the  hatching  room.  AYould  suggest 
that  you  write  Mr.  Cyphers  and  get  his 
opinion  upon  it. 

Since  you  are  willing  to  take  considerable 
pains  to  keep  the  building  eool,  we  would 
suggest  that  you  give  it  shade  by  building  a 
curtain  of  rough  lumber,  (a  sort  of  lean-to), 
which  will  keep  the  sun's  rays  from  the  build- 
ing itself,  and  still  allow  the  air  to  circulate 
freely.  Covering  the  roof  with  old  carpet 
or  burlap  bagging  to  be  kept  dampened  dur- 
ing the  sunny  part  of  the  day,  would  help 
somewhat,  no  doubt;  but  we  think  a  partial 
shading  of  the  whole  building  would  be 
better. 

2d.  Yes,  four  or  five  weeks  is  amply  long 
enough  for  brooder  heat  after  the  middle  of 


May;  and  in  .liinc  chicks  will  need  little  If 
;iny  licat  alu  r  three  weeks  old,  excepting  in 
cold  rainy  weather. 

3d.  Yes,  a  run  Gx25  feet  will  do  very  well 
for  fifty  chicks,  provided  the  surface  of  the 
ground  is  turned  over  two  or  three  times  each 
season,  to  freshen  it. 

4lli.  AV^ould  think  it  would  pay  to  buy 
Wyandotte  eggs,  at  that  price,  to  raise  roasters 
from,  because  they  will  be  a  superior  article, 
being  particularly  plump  breasted  and  yellow 
skinned.  If  you  take  |)ains  to  get  them  nicely 
fattened  they  should  bring  a  good  price. 

Broilers,  however,  will  probal)ly  pay  less 
well  than  three  and  one-half  or  four  pound 
roasters.  Broilers  do  not  bring  a  high  price 
in  summer,  owing  to  the  competition  of  the 
car  loads  of  cheap  chickens  from  the  west. 


Nutritive  Ratio  of  Foods. 

Mr.  Editor:— Please  tell  me,  through  the  columns 

of  FAItM-POULTllY  : 

1st.  The  nutritive  ratio  of  buckwheat  middlings. 

2d.  The  nutritive  ratio  of  eggs. 

3d.  The  nutritive  ratio  of  ndlk,  tested  5  per  cent. 
What  I  mean  by  nutritive  ratio  is  the  i)ercentage  of 
l)rotein  and  carbohydrates.  C.  E.  M. 

Pewaukee,  Wis. 

1st.  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  22,  United 
States  department  of  agriculture,  gives  buck- 
wheat middlings  as  containing  23.70  protein 
and  36.87  carbohydrates  in  every  one  hundred 
pounds. 

2d.  Bulletin  No.  23,  of  nutritive  value  and 
costs  of  foods,  gives  eggs  as  containing  14.9 
per  cent  protein,  10.5  per  cent  fat,  but  no  car- 
bohydrates, and  of  milk  3.6  per  cent  protein, 
4.7  per  cent  carbohydrates.  This  is  based 
upon  an  article  containing  4  per  cent  fat 
instead  of  the  5  per  cent  which  you  asked 
al)out.  But  the  difference  between  4  per  cent 
milk  and  5  per  cent  milk  would  be  almost 
solely  confined  to  that  one  constituent  —  fat. 
The  proportion  of  protein  and  carbohydrates 
would  be  almost  constant,  whatever  the 
proportion  of  fat. 


Chicken  and  Duck  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:- 1st.  I  am  using  an  Excelsior  Incuba- 
tor. The  first  hatch  was  about  05  per  cent.  I  broke 
open  the  eggs  which  did  not  hatch,  and  found  the 
Chicksall  formed,  bnt  dead.  I  have  filled  the  moisture 
pans  according  to  directions.  Will  you  please  tell  nie 
If  that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  chicks  that  did  not 
hatch? 

2d.  Some  chicks  that  did  hatch  died  when  about  a 
week  old.  At  first  they  would  get  weak  in  the  legs, 
then  tliey  would  group  around  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
die.  The  first  feed  that  I  gave  them  was  hard  boiled 
eggs  for  two  days,  then  corn  meal  interspersed  with 
either  onions,  grass  or  a  little  salad.  At  noon,  a  little 
corn  meal  and  boiled  meat  and  boiled  potatoes;  in 
the  eveidug  a  mash  of  corn  meal.  Do  you  think  that 
was  injurious  to  the  chicks?  They  were  kept  in  a 
room  where  the  temperature  was  about  90  deg.  The 
floor  was  sanded. 

3d.  What  should  I  feed  last  fall  chickens  to  get 
good  fertile  eggs? 

4th.  What  time  should  the  moisture  be  put  in  the 
Incubator  when  liatchlng  Pekin  eggs? 

5th.  How  should  old  ducks  be  fed  to  get  good  fi  r- 
tileeggs?  H.  X. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

1st.  This  is  a  very  difficult  question  to 
answer,  because  much  depends  upon  whether 
the  temperature  of  your  machine  was  uniform 
throughout,  and  also  as  to  whether  it  had 
sufficient  ventilation ;  and  the  putting  of  the 
moisture  into  the  machine  would  depend  like- 
wise upon  the  ventilation.  We  would  mis- 
trust that  the  ventilation  had  been  insufficient, 
and  that  you  had  put  in  too  much  moisture, 
or  put  it  in  too  soon. 

2d.  Your  food  ration  is  far  too  compact, 
too  solid.  The  hard  boiled  eggs  for  the  first 
two  days  was  enough  to  kill  them.  You 
should  have  extended  the  food  by  mixing  in 
bread  crumbs— two  parts  bread  crumbs  to  one 
part  egg,  and  a  pinch  of  sharp  sand  or  chick 
size  of  grit  should  have  been  mixed  in  also. 
We  would  not  feed  any  meat  until  chicks  are 
at  least  ten  days  old,  and  would  give  cracked 
wheat  or  fine  cracked  corn  at  night  instead  of 
the  corn  meal  mash. 

3d.  See  "Feeding  Fowls  for  Eggs,"  in 
November  15th  last  Fa1!M-Poultry  ;  that 
tells  how  we  feed  our  laying  stock. 

4th.  That  would  depend  upon  the  amount 
of  ventilation.  In  a  well  ventilated  incubator 
we  would  say  about  the  twenty-fifth  day. 

5th.  Here  is  Mr.  Rankin's  method,  from 
his  book,  "Natural  and  Artificial  Duck  Cul- 
ture :" — 

"There  should  be  quite  a  distinction  between 
feeding  ducks  to  obtain  a  supply  of  eggs  and 
feeding  them  for  market,  as  la  one  ca.se  the 


object  i.s  to  lay  on  fat,  and  the  other  is  to  fur- 
nish the  most  available  supply  of  egg  material. 
As  before  hinted,  soft  food  is  much  more 
re;idily  utilized  in  a  duck's  organization  than 
a  hen's.  AVe  make  a  habit  of  turning  out  our 
breeding  ducks  to  pasture  during  iheuioulting 
season,  housing  them  in  the  fall  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  season,  say  from  the  niiddle 
of  November  to  the  first  of  December.  We 
feed  soft  feed  morning  and  evening, coniposed 
l;irgely  of  bran,  with  a  little  meal,  keeping 
them  purposely  short  to  inilnce  thcmto  forage 
for  themselves,  but  when  the  birds  are  housed 
this  Is  all  changed.  They  are  then  fed  on 
etpial  parts  of  corn  meal  and  wheat  bran  willi 
about  twelve  to  fifteen  per  cent  of  anininl 
food.  One-fourth  of  this  food  should  be  com- 
posed of  veget:ibles  cooked  —  say,  small  pota- 
toes, turnips,  etc.,  with  all  the  green  rye  or 
refuse  cabbage  they  will  cat.  We  feed  this 
compound  morning  and  evening,  with  a  little 
corn,  wheat  and  oats  at  noon.  Feed  all  the 
birds  will  eat  clean,  and  no  more.  The  birds, 
young  and  old,  may  be  expected  to  lay  in  three 
weeks  from  the  time  they  are  housed.  This 
part  of  the  thing  seems  to  be  under  perfect 
control.  You  turn  in  the  proper  variety  of 
food,  and  they  cannot  help  turning  out  a 
generous  supply  of  eggs.'' 

Why  Do  the  Chickens  Die? 

"Mr.  Editor:  — I  am  losing  a  good  many  chickens 
when  they  are  ten  d.'iys  to  two  weeks  old.  Sonj(!  seem 
to  lose  the  use  of  their  legs,  and  after  a  day  or  two  die. 
Others  seem  to  be  taken  with  cramps;  — they  squat 
down  and  then  straighten  out  and  are  perfectly  stltT ; 
some  come  out  all  right,  while  others  do  not.  They 
are  housed  in  a  house  with  an  earth  floor,  and  good 
natural  drainage.  Each  brood  has  a  coop  with  the 
t)are  floor  covered  with  road  dust.  They  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  cooi>s,  but  go  out  and  in  .'it  pleasure. 

The  first  few  days  1  gave  bread  mixed  with  milk,  tlien 
feed  a  cake  of  equal  parts  meal,  bran  and  middlings, 
first  scalded  witli  sour  milk  and  soda,  thoroughly 
mixed  and  baked.  Also  gave  a  little  dutch  cheese. 
After  one  week  old  I  gave  them  one  feed  of  cracked 
corn.  Feed  five  tim<'S  a  day.  They  have  fresh  water, 
and  oyster  shells,  and  crockerj'  broken  up  for  grit. 
What  can  I  do?  lam  going  to  put  them  out  on  the 
grass,  and  confine  the  hens  to  tile  coops. 

2d.  Docs  shavings  and  sawdust  make  good  litter? 
I  can  get  it  for  the  drawing,  but  someone  writing  In 
the  Poultry  Keeper,  says  that  hens  will  fill  their 
crops  with  saw  dust. 

3d.  1  have  a  pen  of  Wyandottes  mated  with  a  cock- 
erel, but  he  docs  not  shov/ up, very  wfU.  Less  than 
ten  per  cent  of  the  eggs  I  have  set  have  been  fertile. 
The  cockerel  is  a  noble  bird  to  look  at,  but  seems 
clumsy.  I  have  removed  tlie  cockerel  and  put  In 
another,  thinking  that  perhaps  next  year  he  may  be 
all  right.  Would  you  advise  keeping  liim  over? 

LittleGenesee,  N.  Y.  T.  H.B. 

1st.  We  would  suspect  that  the  trouble 
with  your  chickens  is  lack  of  grit  in  the  food, 
and  lack  of  green  food.  Chicks  should  be 
put  out  on  the  grass  almost  directly  after  they 
are  hatched;  indeed,  where  brought  up  by  the 
hens  we  would  put  them  out  upon  the  grass 
at  once.  If  brought  up  in  brooders,  or  in  a 
house  as  you  describe,  they  should  have  green 
food  supplied  them, such  as  chopped  cabbage 
or  onions, — or  the  lawn  mower  trimmings  of 
grass  will  do. 

You  should  mix  a  little  powdered  grit  into 
the  food,  then  the  chicks  will  get  a  portion. 
It  is  not  enough  to  have  a  supply  available  for 
them. 

2d.  We  have  never  had  experience  with 
shavings  and  sawdust  for  litter,  but  duck 
raisers  use  it  for  bedding  ducks.  Would 
think  there  would  be  danger  of  hens  or 
chickens  eating  the  sawdust,  thinking  it  was 
a  food,  and  filling  their  crops  with  it. 

3d.  AVhether  the  unsatisfactory  cockerel  of 
this  year  will  be  a  good  cock  next  year,  it  is 
of  course  impossible  to  say.  If  he  is  a  likely 
bird,  as  you  indicate,  we  would  advise  you  to 
keep  him  and  try  him  next  spring.  It  some- 
times happens  that  a  very  good  cockerel  of 
this  year  makes  a  poor  cock  bird  for  next 
year;  and  the  reverse  may  be  true. 

Poultry  House  Plans. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  please  let  me  know  if  you 
have,  or  whei-e  I  can  get  a  good  book  showing  plans 
an<l  cost  of  poultry  houses?  E.  T.  W. 

New  York. 

There  is  a  small  pamphlet  called  "  The  ■ 
Poultry  Architect,"  published  by  H.A.  Kuhns, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  sold  for  25c.  We  will  send  it  to 
you  postpaid  upon  receipt  of  price.  It  gives 
poultry  house  plans,  and,  indeed,  so  do  most 
poultry  books,  but  cost  of  same  is  another 
matter.  It  would  be  difficult  to  gi\e  cost 
which  would  apply  to  many  different  sections, 
since  cost  of  material  and  labor  differs  so 
much;  and  some  use  material  of  better 
quality  and  higher  cost  than  others. 

We  believe  that  the  scratching  shed  house 
plan,  as  given  in  May  1st,  1897,  Farm-Poul- 
try, is  the  best  poultry  house  plan  in  exist- 
ence. AVe  purpose  giving  dimensions  of  lum- 
ber and  price  of  material  for  this  house.,  calcu- 
lated for  New  England  and  the  middle  states, 
for  this  or  our  next  number. 
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Lice  Identified. 

Mr.  Killtor:  — PU-asc  6<.nd  llic-  c-ncloscd  samples  of 
ll<  i!  Ui  Dr.  V.  T.  Woods,  for  c-xaininatloD.  We  find 
Ihi'iii  only  on  llio  lieads  of  youii«  chicks.  Wliat  will 
kill  tlKTU?  and  wliere  do  tliey  come  from? 

Greenfield,  Mass.  .I.W.  K. 

The  samples  were  forw  ardetl  to  Dr.  Woods. 
His  reply  we  give  below: 

"  Tlie  specimens  of  lice  received  from  J. 
AV.  11.,  represent  the  three  varieties  of  so- 
called  '  sucker  lice,'  and  are  commonly  found 
on  the  heads  of  little  chicks,  and  on  heads, 
necks  and  wings  of  adult  fowls.  They  are 
described  in  the  series  of  articles  on  '  Insects 
Affecting  Poultry,'  and  Mr.  II.  should  be  able 
to  recognize  them  by  couiparisoji  with  the 
drawings  accompanying  the  description. 
Two  varieties,  the  Lipnurus  variabiles,  (Fig. 
12),  and  the  Lipeurus  heterofjrapliiis,  (Fig. 
14),  are  shown  on  page  51,  Feb.  1st  Fakm- 
I'oL'i.TKY.  The  other  and  most  numerous  in 
sample  received,  the  Gonindes  Eijnsfordii, 
(Kig.  11).  is  described  on  page  24,  Jan.  15th 
Fakm-Poultisy. 

"  This  last  named  louse  multiplies  ver.y 
rapidly  on  •  young  chicks.  The  other  two 
varieties  I  have  not  found  as  common  on 
young  chicks  in  this  locality.  Under  favor- 
able conditions  (to  the  lice)  they  probably 
reproduce  as  rapidly  on  chickens  as  they  do 
on  adult  fowls. 

"Mr.  R.'s  mother  hens  are  probably  very 
lousy. and  lie  will  undoulitcdly  find  that  that 
is  '  where  they  come  from.' 

"If  the  chicks  are  brooder  chicks  some 
lousy  fowls  must  have  had  access  to  them. 

'•  Give  the  mother  hens  a  thorough  dusting 
down  to  the  skin,  all  over,  with  some  good 
insect  powder,  or  treat  them  to  a  fumigating 
with  a  good  liquid  lice  killer.  Before  giving 
the  chicks  to  the  hen  so  treated,  anoint  the 
head  of  each  chick  with  a  small  drop  of  melted 
hird,  and  dust  the  bodies  with  iusect  powder. 
Kerosene  is  a  good  thing  if  used  on  the 
mother  hen  as  recommended  in  the  article  on 
•  Kxterniinators  and  Extermination,'  page  84, 
JIarch  1st  Faum-I'OILTKY.  In  the  article 
last  named,  will  be  found  directions,  wliieh 
should  enable  J.  AV.  K.  to  rid  his  flock  of  lice. 

Du.  P.  T.  AVoODS." 

A  Misunderstiiiiding.    Lawn  Clippings. 

Mr."  EiUlor:  — Altliouitli  not  a  memher  of  your 
Pracllc:il  Experinufnt  Club,  I  take  great  Interest  in 
rc.idin;;  llie  reports.  I  see  by  tlie  totals  anil  averages 
for  March  tliat  my  hens  diil  as  well  as  any  reported 
excepting  two  W.  Cochins.  I  have  fonr  Lcghornsand 
fonr  Br.ihnias  (all  white) ;  they  laid  lG:>egg5  In  M.arcli, 
which  is  au  average  of  20  per  cent.  I  have  no  cock. 
One  question  I  wonld  like  answered  throngh  F.-P. 
If  I  get  lawn  clippings  now  and  bug  them  np,  will  they 
be  good  to  nse,  after  steaming,  next  winter? 

Everett,  Mass.  R.  W.  S. 

Mr.  S.  clearly  misunderstands  the  matter  of 
totals  and  averages  as  given  in  the  Experi- 
ment Club  department.  Were  his  flock 
reported  it  would  be  classed  among  "  mixed 
varieties."  If  he  wishes  to  compare  its  laying 
with  that  of  the  best  of  the  same  class,  he 
should  go  to  the  table  in  the  center  of  page 
1G8,  F.-P.,  May  1.  He  will  tind  there  that  his 
laid  a  little  better  in  March  than  the  best  lot 
reported  in  its  class.  His  Brahmas  probably 
laid  better  than  any  reported.  The  table 
which  he  has  used  for  jnirposes  of  comparison 
gives  the  general  averages  for  all  pens,  good, 
bad  and  indilVorent,  of  each  variety  reported. 
The  lawn  clippings  can  be  used  for  green 
food  next  winter  if  well  cured  and  kept  in  a 
dry  place.  If  they  can  be  kept  loose,  not  in 
sacks,  so  much  the  better. 


Broody  Brown  Leglioriis. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  twelve  Brown  Leghorn  pullets 

lialched  from  eggs  bought  from   .    Two  have 

chickens,  two  will  halch  in  two  wi  eks,  and  three  arc 
clucking  about  the  yard.  This  is  contrary  to  all  I 
ever  read  or  heard  about  the  breed.  Do  ytui  know  of 
alikecasc?  W.V,  H.,.Jr. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

We  doubt  whether  there  are  to  be  found 
any  where  flocks  of  Leghorns  in  which  there 
are  not,  occasionally,  some  broodys;  but  if 
the  blood  is  what  it  should  be  there  will  be 
very  few  lhat  can  be  used  as  sitters  and 
mothers,  as  the  broody  fever  will  only  last  a 
few  days.  The  writer  has  kept  some  thou- 
sands "of  Leghorn  hens,  buying  stock  always 
from  the  best  breeders.  For  some  years  he 
made  a  practice  of  setting  every  Leghorn  hen 
thai  showed  a  disposition  to  incubate,  but  he 
did  not  find  a  dozen  all  told  that  uoiild  hatch 
a  nest  of  eggs  and  rear  the  chicks.  The  rule 
was  that  after  sitting  a  few  days  they  threw 
up  the  job.  The  few  that  did  persist  made 
excelleut  sitters  and  mothers. 


CaponK  and  Broilers. 

Mr.  Editor:  — 1st.  Uo  Light  Brahmas  and  Silver 
Wyandoites  make  good  capons? 
2d.  When  should  chickens  he  caponlzed? 
3<l.  Do  tlic  above  breeds  make  good  broilers? 
M'idtestone,  L.  I.  G.  W.It. 

Ist.   Both  breeds  make  good  capons. 

2d.  From  two  to  six  months.  The  time 
varies  with  dillerent  breeds  and  with  individ- 
ual birds.  The  operation  should  be  performed 
before  the  cockerel's  comb  begins  to  develop. 

3d.  The  Wyandottes  make  good  broilers. 
Brahmas  do  not  make  broilers  that  will  sell 
beside  the  others,  though  as  far  as  actual 
quality  goes,  they  are  not  at  all  inferior. 


Feediiie  Yarded  Fowls  In  Summer. 

Mr.  Eilllor:  -  Please  give  me  your  method  of  feed- 
ing laying  hens  In  summer- hens  lhat  are  house 
yarded.  I  have  had  no  experience  In  suaimer  with 
yarded  hens.  F.  A.M. 

Gladstone,  X.  Y'. 

Give  them  a  mash  in  the  morning,  a  light 
feed  of  grain,  meat  or  vegetable  food  at  noon, 
and  a  full  feed  of  grain  in  the  evening. 
Cleanliness,  green  food,  animal  food  and 
exercise,  yarded  bens  need  in  summer  as  in 
winter.  During  the  warm  months  they 
should  be  fed  proportionately  less  grain,  and 
more  green  stuff.  It  is  not  necessary  to  keep 
strictly  to  the  above  formula.  That  is  a  good 
system  for  a  man  who  has  a  small  flock  which 
he  must  attend  to  morning,  noon  and  night. 
One  who  was  about  the  place  through  the  day 
would  tind  it  a  good  plan  to  give  five  feeds  a 
day.  Say,  as  follows r  morning,  mash;  9  A. 
M.,  green  stuft";  noon,  grain;  4  P.  M.,  cut' 
bone;  evening,  grain, —  or  on  days  when  cut 
bone  was  not  fed,  morning,  mash;  9  A.  M., 
millet,  with  a  small  mixture  of  larger  grain; 
3  P.  M.,  green  food;  evening,  whole  grain. 


By  Weight  or  By  Measure. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  whether  in 
your  directions  for  ndxed  meals  for  poultry  the 
"p.irts"" are  taken  by  measure  or  by  weight?  Very 
ilitTerent  results  would  be  reached  by  one  way  than  by 
the  otlicr.  A.L.  G. 

W.  Brattlcboro,  Vt. 

By  weight,  though  in  actual  practice  most 
poultrynieu  use  a  measure.  Their  results  are 
the  same,  whichever  melhod  is  used,  because 
they  know  the  approximate  weight  of  a  given 
measurement  of  meal,  bran,  or  other  food. 
As  we  have  often  said,  even  in  this  it  is  not 
possible  to  adopt  a  fixed  ratio  for  the  dilTerent 
ingredients,  and  adhere  to  it.  Different  lots 
of  mill  stuffs  difler  in  feeding  value;  and  the 
condition  of  the  fowls  has  to  be  taken  into 
account.  The  difference  between  skill  and 
lack  of  skill,  between  experience  and  inex- 
perience is  nowhere  more  clearly  seen  than  in 
this  matter  of  adjusting  the  ingredients  of  the 
food  ration.  The  inexperienced  man  needs 
to  know  that  the  scale  of  parts  for  the  ration 
is  a  sliding  scale,  varying  a  little  from  day  to 
day.  Then  he  must  learn  by  practice  and 
from  observation  to  judge  the  qualities  of  his 
food  materials  and  the  condition  of  his  fowls, 
and  to  adjust  the  one  to  the  other. 


Crossing  £mbden  and  White  CItina  Geese. 

The  appended  letter  from  Prof.  C'has.  O. 
Fl;igg.  director  of  the  Rhode  Island  experi- 
ment station,^  explains  itself.  It  gives  us 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  announce  in  this  connec- 
tion that  the  forthcoming  annual  report  of  the 
R.  I.  station  will  contain  the  report  of  the 
experiments  with  geese  in  ISOG  and  1S97.  The 
work  at  the  station  has  been  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Flagg  since  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Cushman, 
some  two  years  ago  : 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  upticed  in  the  last  issue  of 
your  paper  an  inquiry  on  page  197,  from,  Mr. 
George  R.  Hyde,  of  Xew  York,  in  regard  to 
the  crossing  of  Embden  and  White  China 
geese. 

In  cross  breeding  experiments  at  the  Rhode 
Island  agricultural  experiment  station,  that 
cross  has  been  produced  by  using  a  White 
China  gander  ami  Einbden  females,  and  also 
from  the  reverse  mating,  Embden  gander  and 
White  China  females.  AVhat  your  correspond- 
ent says  in  regard  to  the  laying  capacity  of  the 
AVhite  China  we  have  found  to  be  true, 
nauiely,  that  the  average  production  of  eggs  is 
gre:iter  than  that  of  any  other  breed  excepting 
the  Brown  China,  which  is  about  the  same; 
but  our  experience  has  been  that  the  fertility 
of  the  eggs  has  been  exceedingly  low,  the 
lowest  of  all  the  breeds  kept  here,  and  when 
crosses  have  been  made  with  AVhite  China 
and  other  breeds,  comparatively  few  goslings 


have  been  produced.  This  may  have  been  due 
in  part  to  the  fact  that  in  our  experimental 
work  we  have  been  obliged  to  keep  our  geese 
confined  in  pens,  and  often  provided  with  an 
artificial  .supply  of  water  in  a  sunken  half- 
barrel  ;  but  other  breeds  of  geese,  kept  under 
the  same  conditions,  have  given  a  far  greater 
percentage  of  fertile  eggs. 

AVhite  China  females,  mated  with  ganders 
of  their  own  blood  or  Embden  and  Toulou>« 
ganders,  in  1890  protluced  an  average  of  only 
3.75  percent  of  goslings  from  eggs  set.  Eggs 
from  AVhite  China  ganders  mated  with  females 
of  their  own  blood  or  Embden  and  Toulouse 
females,  produce  an  avenige  of  11.8  per  cent 
of  goslings  to  eggs  set.  In  the  various  cro.sses 
made,  however,  the  AVhite  China  gander 
crossed  with  Embden  females  gave  by  far  the 
best  percentage  of  goslings,  namely,  .52.93  per 
cent  of  the  number  of  eggs  set.  In  this  case 
one  Embden  goose  was  mated  with  a  AVhite 
China  gander;  only  seventeen  eggs  were  laid, 
from  which  nine  goslings  were  produced. 
AVhere  the  Einbden  gander  was  mated  with  a 
AVhite  China  goose,  which  would  be  the  mating 
your  correspondent  would  advocate  in  order 
to  secure  the  large  number  of  eggs  laid  by  the 
AVhite  Chinas,  the  percentage  of  goslings 
secured  from  eggs  set  was  only  7.14  per  cent, 
and  in  this  instance  the  White  China  geese 
were  not  very  prolific  layers,  as  the  two 
females  produced  together  but  thirty-live  eggs, 
twenty-eight  of  which  were  set,  and  only  two 
goslings  hatched,  twenty-two  eggs  being  tested 
out  as  infertile. 

Of  the  cross  bred  goslings  produced,  the 
AVhite  Chiua-Embdeu  cross  at  30  to  .39  days 
old  averaged  4  pounds  in  weight,  while  the 
Embden-White  China  cross  averaged  but  2.78 
pounds. 

Table  Siiowes"G  CoMPARATr\-E  Weights 
OF  THE  Cross  Bueeds. 

Average  weight  at!30  to  39  days  old.— White 
China-Embden,  4  pounds;  Embden- AA'hite 
China,  2.78  pounds. 

Average  weight  at  .1.5  to  CO  days  old. — AVliitc 
China-Embden,  G.83  pounds;  Embden-AVhite 
China,  6.10  pounds. 

Average  weight  at  G7  to  71  days  old. — White 
China-Embden,  7.45  pounds;  Embden-AVhite 
China,  7.50  pounds. 

Average  weight  at  150  days  old. — White' 
China-Embden,  10.72  pounds ;  Embden- AA'hite 
China,  10.50  pounds. 

When  these  goslings  were  dressed  in  Decem- 
ber, the  AA'hite  China-Embden  cross  averaged 
10.75  pounds  alive,  and  9,57  pounds  dressed. 
The  Embdeu-AA'hite  China  cross,  of  which 

Breeders  AND  Marketmek. 


OUK  REQUESTS:  —  He  make  lico  teqttests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  tr/ien  irriliiig  our  Advertis- 
ing patrons  always  mention  FAIlM-FOULTRi'. 
Anotiier  is  if  you  ask  litem  queslioiis,  ahcat/s  inclose 
a  sta  mp.  If  you  observe  both  of  t  liese  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  Jt  sitoirs  thatyou  mean  bttsijtess. 
Kemember,  "Molasses  icill  catch  more  Jlies  than 
vinegar,"  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 

A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  tliau  none.  Use  only  the 
Suuliglit  Carbon  Wick.  10  cents  for  sample,  S,  G, 
Kobinson,  printer  F,-P„  2y  l'urcba>e  iit,,  Boston. 

A.  P.  ALLEX,  Weslevville,  Pa,,  formerlv  Meail- 
ville.  Light  Brahmas,  Silver  Wyandoites,  S,  C 
White  and  1{,  t\  B.  Leghorns;  I'ekin  ducks.  Eggs 
$1  per  1:!;  S2.50  per  40.  Order  direct  from  this,  or 
send  for  circular. 

i  A  B.VKGAIX  rest  of  season.  Golden  and  Silver 
i         Laceil  ami  Bud  Wydt.  eggs  $1.2.5  per  13:  ?;>  per  10. 
Stock  low,  :md  returnable  If  not  satisfactory.  Cir- 
culars. F.  S.  Teuuey,  I'eterboro,  X,  H, 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Weslevville,  Pa.,  offers  a  fine  pen,  4 
hens  and  male,  S,  Wyandottes  at  $«..■)«,  l»t.  Brah- 
mas at  the  same  price;  bargains,  order  at  once. 

ANN.-VBLE'S  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns  in  the  le.tding 
sliows  lids  season,  won  the  majority  of  prizes, 
scoring  from  lH  to  I'l  points,  showing'the  highest 
scoring  bird  in  any  show.  Eggs  Sl-'iO  per  IS:  $2.2.5 
i)er2t!;  $;*p'-r  :!9;  St!  i)er  VO.  Few  as  good,  none 
better.   C.  H.  Annable,  Danvcrs.  Mass. 

AT  81  PER  14;  S.5  for  ".'.eggs:  Sfi  for  100.  Eggs 
from  iirize  winners  at  New  York.  Washington  an<l 
other  winter  shows.  Hose  and  S.  C",  Brown,  Buff 
and  S.C.White  Leghorns:  Bar.  and  White  Hocks: 
Bl.  Langshans  ;ind  Mim>rcas:  big  I'ekin  liucks: 
Wh.  Wyandottes.  IJght  Brahmas,  Buff  Cochins, 
Circular.    W.  W.  Kulp. Pottstown,  Pa. 

BREEDING  STOCK  in  Silver  .in<i  (;oinen  Wy.m- 
dottes  after  .lune  1st :  .5  h:df-bred  English  cock"ls. 
just  the  thing  to  nut  backs  on  your  pidlets.  This 
stock  will  be  sold  in  pairs,  trios,  or  pens:  prices 
reasonable  for  ipuiliiy.  Eggs  at  lialf-price  now. 
John  C.  Jodrey,  Danvers,  M;iss. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Mciidville,  Pa,,  breeder  of  S.  0. 
W.  Leghorns,  \i.  C,  B,.Leghorns,  B,  P.  Rocks.  WIi. 
Cochins,  Silver  Spangled  Handiurgs,  Pekin  Ducks, 
and  Bronze  Turkeys.  Fowls  for  sale  at  all  trmes: 
eggs  in  season.  X  few  S.  S.  Hand>urg  fowls  tit 
spare  ;it  a  bargain. 

HOUD.4NS,  Score  M.  weight  S4  lbs.,  perfect  in  V- 
comb,  .Mb  toe,  anil  markings.  Also  BPk  Lang- 
shans. White  PIv.  Rocks,  and  Rose  Condi  ISarreil 
Ply.  Rocks.  Isadore  strain.  W.  Tyler,  79 
AiidoverSt.,  Pcabody,  Mass. 


GEO.  A.  HURLBERT,  Cnyler,  X.  Y..  S.  C.  Black 
Jlinorciis.  liuff  Legliorus:  Barred.  White  and  Buff 
P.  Itocks.  and  \\  bite  Wyandottes.  Eggs  SI  per  IS; 
S2..'i"  per  Oriler  direct  from  this,  and  eggs  » ill 
lie  promptly  sent.  The  following  letter  shows  the 
cpialitv  of  mv  stock:  I'alnesville,  Ohio,  Oct.  C, 
lsy7.  Geo.  .K.  Hurlbert.  Cuyler.  N.  V,—  Dear  Sir: 
I  mu^t  write  you  that  I  am  pleased  w  iili  llieresults 
of  purchasing  eggs  from  you,  I  have  taken  Wt 
premium  on  White  P.  Jt,  cock  and  1st  on  hen:  Isl 
on  cockerel  and  Isl  on  pullet:  1st  on  Black  Min- 
orca cx-kcrel  and  1st  on  pullet,  and  live  other  Ist 

fremiums  on  stock  this  fail.  In  strongcoRipetitiou. 
t  will  ple:ise  yon.  no  doubt,  to  kn«>w  this,  as  muuli 
of  mv  stock  Is  started  from  vonr  pens,  or  \our 
breeding.   Yours  fraternally,  br.  G.  F.  AVebb'. 

KNIGHT'S  R.  C.  Br.  Legburns  won  22  regular  an.l 
4  specials  at  Fall  River,  Slonehamand  Bi  verlv  the 
past  season.  Eggs  S1.SU  for  13:  »8  for  lui.  C'ock- 
erels  for  sale.  Geo.  A.  Knight,  Pealnxly,  Mass. 

PEKIN  Dnck  eggs  Sc.  ea. :  $i;  Iter  I«i:90per  cent  fer. 
Dui  ks  ave.  Ibj  lbs.  X.  P.  Brow  n.  Westlxjro.  Mas;,. 

ROSE  C.  B.  Leghorns,  specialty  12  vears.  Eggs 
from  prize  winners  $1.2-'.  per  1.5:'  $2  per  3<i.  From 
line  farm  range  IliM-ks,  $4  per  liO.  Satisfaction 
guarautee<l.  .J.  I..  Randolph.  Bartlett.Oliio. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  brown  egg  strain.  All 
stock  guaran.   W.  B.  E:istman,  St.  Jobnsbury,  Vt. 

WHITE  AVyandottes  exclusively.  F.arly  prolific 
laying  strain,  dark  brown  eggs.  bre<l  for' practical 
purposes.  Eggs  l:>,  $1:  incubator  eggs.  $4  i>er  Un... 
Stock  in  season.  P.  D.  White,  Xo.Atlleboro,  Muss. 

WHITE  Wvand.  Incubator  eggs.  $.3  per  100:  from 
breeding  jn-ns.  SI  per  1-5.  S.  Dean.  Oak  Hill.  X.  Y. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.  Original  dark  ege 
strain.   Rusii  Vaugliau.  W<m  Jstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES  exclusively.  Farm 
raised,  first  class  st<.ck.  dark  brown  eggs,  $1  per 
15.  Sfk  for  sale.  A'ictorD. Eraser, Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  ■WY.4NDOTTES,  winners  at  BosK.n. 
I'awineket  and  Fall  Kiver.  Have  re<luced  the 
price  <.f  eggs  for  rest  of  season  to  SI  \wr  i:i.  The 
quality  of  mv  stock  Is  unsurpassol.  Send  for 
circular.  .J.  W.  Andrews,  DIglitoD.  Mass. 

WHITE  Wy.andottss.  t)rollfic  hivers  of  large  brown 
eggs.   W.  E.  JIack.  Woodstock.  Vt. 

WHITE  Wvandoiles.  Eggs  dnring.Tune  7.5c.  A  few 
chicks.   W.  K.  Stroud.  Mcn  iiaiitvllle.  N..I. 
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CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISKMEyTS  only  u  ill  be 
printed  under  this  headmg;  no  adrertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  tcord  or  name  allotred;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
jnatter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  Irishes;  all  space 
used  except  classijied  headline^  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  7>rtce  0/ 35  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  priceper  linefor  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  icill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  tcords  tcill  make  a  line;  allparts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  trill  be 
arranged  alphabetirat'y,  as  in  a  "  bttsiness  directorp." 


BANTAMS. 


ILOl'GU'S  Uautaiii  \  ards.  largest  in  >  ew  England. 
Circulars  free.   W.  W.  <  l..iii.'li.  Medwav.  .Mass. 


BRAHMAS. 


T.  lirabmiis.  proliiic  stralu  iiai  k  browu  egi^s.  SI  per 
i   Vi:  S-iperU".    L..1.  llruudage.  Slarkcv .  N  .  ^  . 

 BREEDING  STOCK.  

T.  BK.VU.  \\  .  P.  KmcKs.  prize  «  iiuimg.  Eggs 
i  In  season.  Stock.     F.C.Brown,  yuecbee.  Vl. 
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V.YK.  poultrv,  eirgs,  t.igeons,  hares.  Colored 
des.  i>  I  page  book  "U'c,  d .  ■\,  Bergey.  Tel  ford.  Pa. 


C CHOICE  H.  and  W  .  P.  Rocks.  W.  \\  yau..  s.  t  .  B. 
,  Le::  s.  Cir.  free.  Scantic  P.  Y.ls..  Hampden.  Mass. 

1TT<1  1- arm,  Warner. N.H..vig.  B.  P.  R'ks.  W. 
i   t  yy  Wv;tndo(tes,  Lt.  Brahmas.  None  better. 
Slock  $1  1.1  S2.'.'-'.     Eggs  1.5.  SI.  .'.o.  ?:<:  $4.-'<:i.  

TSf-VLES.  One  each  H.  lirahnia  ( Felcli  i.  II. 
ItX  Cochin.  (Xesmiih).  Bl.  Lang,  (tluglies).  S2. 
Chicks  fully  feathereil  Bl.  Min.;  males,  or  unrelated 
pairs,  SI.  Feb.  W.  AVyandotte  cock'ls  (Hunter).  $L 
Mrs.  Bishee.  7-5  Cl:irkson  St..  Dorchester.  M:tss. 

SC.  B.  LEGHORN  hens,  pure  bloodi-d.  i*>c. 
•  each.  EL'gs  for  sitting  gnaranie<-d  fertile  $1  l>er 
1-5,  ofS.C.  B..  S.  C.  W.  an.rS.  C.  Buff  Leghorns.  W. 
Wvandottes.  Pekin  ducks  and  W.  China  geese. 
Belgian  haresSl  a  pair.    Geo.  Hyde.  Applelon,  X,  Y, 

CLOVER  HAY. 

CLOVER,  .'111  n  a.l\  fill-  UM'.  SJ  pi  rlo'  II. s. 
 Wo..<llii.l  Kami.' Station  V..  I'liila.lelplila.  Pa. 

CU  T  CLOVER   IX   S.ACKS,  SI  per  l«i  lbs. 
 1.  r..  Qiiiriii.  Ti.'ga  Ci  nlcr.  X.  V. 


COCHINS. 


I*  I  FK  Cm'hiiis  exclusively.  Large  size,  clear  l.utr. 
3.9  full  fe.Htbere.!.  E;.'gs'  fr..ni  choice  l.ret-.lcrs 
re<luceil  IP  SI  p.  r  I'..    I..  G.  Ibiniian.  I{.'.'k|...rl.  .Mass. 


DUCKS. 


I7GG.sfri.ui  Pollanl's  ileep  keele.l  PekIn  liucks.  $1 
1i    p.  r  12:  S'^  per  li«'.    W.  W.  Bolin.  Hobi  sonia.  Pa. 

(1.VN  Sl'.AHE  A  FEW  large    Pekiii  l.reeilers 
cbc;ip  if  taken  so..n. 

HnnsI.erger  Poiillry  Farm.  South  Hailield.  Pa. 
"■"kl'CK.S.    .\fler  .lune  1.5ili  we  w  ill  sell  many  of 
M.y   our  Pekin  duck  breeders  to  make  room  for 
voung  stock.  :it  ludf  price. 

Plainlield  Poultry  Farm  Co..  PlainfieM.  X.  ■!. 
"Crn^ILL  SKLL  (>i  Pekin  duiks  a..d  Jii  ilrakes.  ls»7 
»T     hatch,  at  a  very  low  price;  or  will  exchange 
f.ir  P.  Rock  or  Wvan.iotte  pulle.s.  or  ISyS  chickens. 

H.  .1.  P."i:arn>liaw.  ;<I  Cbarl.  s  St.,  H..sti.n. 


EGGS. 


EGGS  for  hatching.  Irom  Barre<l  Ph  nn.uih  Kt.cks 
lhat  are  bretl  foi*  eggs  from  ye;ir  t<.  year,  no 
other  breed.  SI  per  15:  S-)  per  1(H'. 

Wm.  Walmore.  Lenola,  Maple  Slia.h-  P.  P..  X..f. 

■IV^GHSCOr  MT.  Poultry  Yards.  P.  W.  .louts.  So. 

Suilbury,  .Mass.  Eggs  for  hatching.  S.  C.  Brown 
Leghorns  SI  per  1.5;  Wlnte  'Wyandotles  and  S.  C. 
Barrel  P.  R.yks,  S2  per  1.5:  special  rale  by  the  Kf. 

TIGHT  Brahmas,  Barred  Plym.  Rocks.  Pariri.lge 
J   ('..chins,  choiceslock.   EggsSlper  IB;  S4  per  1(0. 
Pekin  Ducks.  7-5  cts.  per  11:  S4per  10".  Pollardslrain. 

 Mrs.  X-ettie  G.  gmilh.  Sn  illilown.  X .H. 

GGS  FOR  H.\TCHING,  from  W.  Wvandottes, 
B.  P.  Rocks,  L.  Brahmas.  S.  C.B.  Leghoms,Bed 
Caps.  B.  Langshans  from  S1.-50  to  $2  per  sitting.  50 
choice  cockerels  andTinllets  from  above  strains  cheap. 
  H.  W.ioilman.  Valden.  Mass. 
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.>  EGGS -50c.;  $3.50.  W:  Wvckoffstr.  W.  Leg., 
—   cix.  free.  S.  J.  Bishop,  Cheshire,  Conn, 
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there  was  only  one  bird,  weighed  11. G9 
pounds  alive,  and  11. li!  pounds  dressed.  This 
latter  bird  was,  as  would  be  expected, entirely 
white,  with  orange  bill  and  legs.  The  other 
cross,  AVhitc  C'hinu-Knibdtn,  of  which  there 
were  five  specimens,  wei'c  not  entirely  white, 
although  bred  from  the  same  blood  as  in  the 
other  ease,  showing  that  at  some  period  more 
or  less  remote,  there  had  probably  been  some 
admixture  of  foreign  blood  in  the  parent 
stoclv.  The  breeding  stock  was  secured,  as  we 
believed,  from  reliable  sources,  and  to  all 
appearances  was  pure  bred.  The  White 
(Jhina-Einbden  cross,  however,  brought  out 
decided  indications  of  impurity  in  ancestors. 

In  1807  the  same  crosses  were  again  pro- 
duced. The  two  White  China  geese  mated 
with  an  Eiubden  gander,  averaged  thirty-six 
eggs  each.  From  the  eggs  laid  by  tlieni,  tifty- 
eight  were  set;  twenty-nine  were  tested  out 
as  infertile,  but  only  six  goslings  were  pro- 
duced from  the  remainder.  Of  the  "White 
C'hina-Embden  cross,  but  twelve  eggs  were 
laid,  (thQ  smallest  number  laid  by  any  Embden 
goose),  from  which  three  goslings  were 
hatched.  The  weight  of  these  goslings  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : 

AVeIGUT  of  CliOSS  ]?1!EEDS  IN  1897. 

Average  weight  at  37  to  38  days  old. — White 
China-Embden,  3.38  pounds;  Embden-While 
China,  2.07  pounds. 

Average  weight  at  57  to  50  days  old.— White 
China-Embden,  7.28  pounds;  Embden-White 
China,  6.58  pounds. 

Average  weight  at  71  to  74  days  old. — White 
China-Embden,  8.75  pounds;  Embden-White 
China,  8.il  pounds. 

These  goslings  were  fattened  as  green  geese, 
and  marketed.  This  season  the  same  White 
China  stock  was  used  in  each  cross  as  used  in 
1807,  but  the  Embden  stock  in  each  case  was 
replaced  by  young  birds,  bred  in  1806,  and 
purchased  from  a  reliable  breeder.  This 
season,  however,  the  progeny  of  the  White- 
Embden  cross  was  a  bird  white  in  color,  and 
pronounced  as  good  stock  in  the  market. 
(This  bird  weighed  11.25  pounds  alive,  and 
10.63  pounds  dressed).  The  Embden-White 
China  goslings  were  commended  as  the  best 
shaped  and  plumpest  l>irds  in  the  lot  of  green 
geese  sent.  There  were  five  specimens  that 
averaged  10.50  pounds  each,  or  0.77  pounds 
dressed,  but  three  of  these  five  birds  were 
spotted  more  or  less  with  dark  feathers, 
although  all  had  yellow  bills  and  legs.  This 
was  the  opposite  mating  from  that  which 
showed  the  admixture  of  foreign  blood  in  1806. 

As  your  correspondent  suggests,  this  cross 
is  a  good  one  to  make,  provided  as  large  a 
number  of  goslings  can  be  secured  from  the 
eggs  as  can  be  obtained  from  the  eggs  of  the 
African  or  other  breeds.  The  goslings  do 
not  averaged  so  large  in  size  as  those  of  larger 
breeds,  but  are  plump,  handsome  in  appear- 
ance, and  therefore  give  satisfaction  in  the 
market.  They  will  not  reach  as  great  a  weight 
as  quickly  as  an  Embden- African  or  Embden- 
Toulouse  bird,  or  pure  bred  African;  but  so 
far  as  our  experience  goes.  White  China 
geese,  though  laying  a  large  number  of  eggs, 
give  a  very  small  percentage  of  fertile  ones. 

Kingston,  li.  I.  Chas.  O.  Flagg. 


Early  Crowing. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  !  have  aBuH'  Plymouth  Rock 
cockerel  that  crowed  at  two  mouths,  and 
weighs  two  and  three-quarters  pounds.  IIovv 
Is  that  for  early  maturity?      Mrs.  A.  L.  P. 

Leominster,  Mass.,  May  7,  '98. 


Pekin  Ducks  That  Lay  Well. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  In  May  1  F.-P.,  ,T.  B.  C. 
wants  to  know  why  his  ducks  don't  lay.  I 
can  tell  him  how  my  ducks  that  do  lay  are 
treated.  I  have  eleven  Pekin  ducks.  They 
began  to  lay  in  February,  and  up  to  May  15th 
laid  780  eggs  and  are  still  laying.  In  the 
morning  they  won't  eat  anything.  I  let  them 
out  into  the' river.  At  night  I  give  them  half 
a  peck  of  cracked  corn.  Last  year  these  ducks 
laid  for  eight  months.  J.  P. 

Hartford,  Conn. 


Partridge  Cochins  Kill  Their  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor : — I  have  been  breeding  Partridge 
Cochins  for  the  past  four  years,  but  the  hens 
break  the  eggs  on  which  they  are  sitting,  until 
there  are  only  four  to  eight  eggs  left  in  the 
nest,  and  when  these  come  out,  even  with  the 
best  of  watchin",  they  are  bound  to  kill  the 


young  ones.  They  either  trample  them  to 
death,  or  deliberately  cat  them.  This  may 
seem  queer,  but  it  is  a  fact,  nevertheless.  I 
have  left  strong  healthy  chicks  with  the  hen 
for  from  one  to  six  hours,  and  when  I  come 
to  look  at  them  again  1  lind  the  bowels  have 
been  completely  sucked  out  of  them,  and  what 
is  left  of  their  carcasses  is  skin  and  bone. 

I  cannot  account  for  this,  as  it  is  not  one 
hen  alone,  but  all  of  them  that  are  at  the 
trick.  As  for  layers,  they  are  as  good  as  any 
that  I  have  for  it,  but  on  account  of  their 
habit  I  have  decided  to  do  away  with  them, 
and  try  P.  llocks.  I).  L. 

Ardmore,  Pa. 

[This  is  a  very  strange  indictment  for 
Partridge  Cochins,  and  is  something  we  have 
never  heard  of  before.  It  would  indicate  the 
total  absence  of  the  mother  instinct,  which  is 
certainly  plienomenal,  because  a  brooding  hen 
has  that  mother  instinct  if  anything  lias. 

lias  any  reader  an  experience  similar  to 
this?— Eu.] 


ECCS. 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


A  Suggestion  to  G.  M.  L,. 

Mr.  Editor  :  —  I  would  like  to  suggest  to  G. 
M.  L.,  of  Springlield,  Ohio,  that,  first  of  all,  I 
find  ray  chicks  cannot  stand  higher  than 
ninety  degrees,  at  any  time,  in  my  Victor 
brooder;  cooling  after  perspiration  will  lead 
to  bowel  trouble.  This  year,  raising  about  a 
hundred  chicks,  I  think  I  have  had  no  case  of 
diarrbiea  with  chicks  in  brooder.  When  put 
outdoors  the  few  that  have  had  bloody  dysen- 
tery have  been  cured,  generally  by  taking 
one-half  a  Parsons'  Purgative  Pill,—  and  only 
once.  For  leg  weakness  I  give  in  addition  to 
the  use  of  liniment,  a  half  gi-din  of  quinine, 
internally.  My  success  this  year  has  been 
wonderful.  From  the  tirst  day  my  chicks  are 
fed  on  the  following  ingredients,  stirred  into 
a  stiff  or  even  crumbly  mass,  and  baked.  One 
pint  corn  meal,  one  pint  bran,  one  teaspoonf  ul 
each  of  charcoal,  soda,  and  one-half  teaspoon- 
ful  salt,  three  tea,spooufuls  of  Bowker's  or 
some  other  animal  meal.  (I  use  B.  B.  B.  this 
year).  Stir  with  sour  milk.  Of  course  I  feed 
rolled  oats,  millet  and  canary  seed,  and  after 
a  week  the  dry  grains,  such  as  cracked  corn 
and  whole  wheat. 

On  page  192,  Mrs.  W.  G.,  of  Swan  Creek, 
III.,  asks  about  Shervvoods.  I  tried  them  two 
or  more  years.  They  lay  large  eggs,  but  with 
me  were  not  prolific.  C.  M.  B. 

Dorchester,  Mass. 


The  Orrocco  Poultry  Farm  27tli 
Annual  Circular. 

The  Orrocco  Farm  Circular  has  long  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  classics  of  poultry 
literature,  and  one  of  the  best  hand  books  for 
poultrymen  ever  issued.  Since  the  issue  of 
the  last  previous  edition  the  Messrs.  Rudd, 
Son  &  Co.,  have  moved  their  commission  bus- 
iness to  the  commodious  quarters  at  40  North 
St.,  where  their  connection  with  the  Eastern 
Cold  Storage  Co.  gives  them  unrivaled  facil- 
ities for  handling  dressed  poultry  and  eggs. 

Numerous  points  of  special  interest  are 
noted  in  the  new  circular.  It  is  stated,  as 
evidencing  the  growing  demand  for  broilers, 
that  the  present  year  started  in  with  the  light- 
est receipts  and  highest  prices  for  years;  also 
that  the  demand  for  broilers  is  earlier  this 
year  than  heretofore,  and  there  is  an  increas- 
ing demand  for  "squab  broilers."  The  cir- 
cular gives  full  and  explicit  directions  for 
preparing  and  shipping  all  kinds  of  poultry 
to  the  Boston  market,  and  gives  valuable 
information  as  to  when  to  ship  broilers, 
roasters,  turkeys,  capons,  etc.  No  practical 
poultry  breeder  can  afford  to  be  without  such 
a  pamphlet.  It  is  sent  to  any  address  on 
receipt  of  a  tvi'o-cent  stamp.  Write  W.  H. 
Rudd  &  Son,  40  North  St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  and 
mention  Farm-Poultuy. 


A  Low  Wagon  at  a  Low  Price. 

The  money-makinf<  farmer  of  today  wants  a  low 
built,  easily  loaded,  easily  unloaded,  lifrlit  draft, 
powerful  sliorl  turn  "  Handy  "  farm  waf(on :  a  wajton 
lliat  will  save  the  farmer's  own  back,  save  his  liorses, 
save  his  hired  labor,  and  save  bis  money. 


Tliis  wa;^(tn  is  built  by  the  Empire  Manufacturing^ 
Co..  <,)iiiury,  ill.  Ii,  is  only  2.5  inches  hitih  wiih  4  inch 
tired  wheels,  and  is  sold  for  tlie  low  price  of  $K'.f-'». 
This  firm  also  manufacture  Meial  Wheels  anv  ^ize, 
any  width  of  tire,  liubs  to  lit  any  sized  axle.  ^Vrlte 
for  catalogue. 


ROSK  COMB  liL,VCK  M  INOliCAS.  Exclu- 
sive Ijreeder  <;f  aljovt-  stock,  warranted  to  bi: 
iiosii iv(;l >■  pure.  Norlhup  strain,  prize  wiunc'i's  at  the 
last  .Madi'siin  ISi|uare  Garden  anil  .Mt.  Grelna.  I'a.  (Six 
entries,  live  prizes;  prollllc  layers.  Egf,'S  for  hreed- 
iuK,  Sl.oU  per  l:t. 

 H.  W.  liohn.  -M  No.  iltli  St.,  Rcadint;,  Pa. 

^1TAN1)AKI>  WHITK  WYANliOTTKS  .  x- 
lk!5  cluslvely,  lar;;e  size,  larin  raised.  Early  prolilic 
layers  of  dark  brown  exKS.  lOii  yearliii;;  pu'llels  for 
sale,  and  e^'^'.s  from  120  selected  bens.  sin;;le  siltiUKS 
$1;  incubator  cKK.'*,  S'>;  less  foi'  lar^'e  i|uamilles. 
lio\7'-'l.  Draper's  Slock   Farm.   N.  Alllebur(j,  ,\Iass. 

WHJTK  COCH'.S,  l,l.l!r.ibmas,.s.s.  1  lanibu  i^'sv 
Wh.and  Kur'd  I'lv.  Kocks  W  hite  and  lirown 
Lc^rhorns,  While  and  Silver  Lac'ed  Wyaiid.  ICtrgs  $1..0O 
per  1:;;  $:i  perifj.  W  Ai.  Winters,  Midway,  i'a. 


w. 


C.  Ii.  POLISH,  HIack  Min.,  W ,  I'.  Hocks,  1.1 
efr^isSl.    10.  S.  l.anihersou,   li'rankfort,  N .  Y . 


SC.  1$.  MINORCA  KGG.S  75  ceiUs  per  $1 
•    per  '25,   X*'ai'ni  raisc<l,  standard  bred,   lired  Idv 
layers.  Mrs.  Geo.  K.  Monroe,  Drydcn.  N.  Y. 

WHITK  Wyaudolte  .-md  I'ekln  duck  ej-'^'s,  *1  per 
13.   Geo.  it.  .Schaulier,   liallstou  Lake,  N .  V . 
Two  e^'ys  extra  for  meinioidu^^  K.-l'.  

WYANDOXTKS,  Sil.,  \Vh.  .and  li  f.  iii-olilic 
layers.  In  Jan.,  li'eb.,  March  and  Apidl,  12  l.dd 
IWil  cK^'s,  averaffins  fW  per  cent.  \h  cf-'l-'s  S\M:  41),  $;). 
 .S.  H.  I'ailon.  Hon  12S,  N<'w  Caslk',  I'a. 

I'T  'Ti  •  Kami,  W  ai  ner,  N  .1 1 .  I,arj.'e  prolilic  bi\  en;; 
4    4  t>    H.  1'.  RdcI 


Slock  SI  to  S2.:il).  K^i: 


\V.  W  vands..  I.I.  lirahmas, 
$1 :  :)»,  s:i:  W).  S4.r)(i. 


MILLVIKW  POULTRY  I'  AKM.  lCf.'f;s  SI  per 
l.l;  S-l  per  l()l).  I'lire  bred  W  bile  V\' \  .indoMes, 
Silver  Wy.iudottes,  Willie  I".  Rocks,  Harreil  I'.liocks, 
A\'bile  I,ej,'horns,  and  lar^'e  line  Ulack  .Minorcas. 

W.  H.  Frey.  .)r..  liox  :>:>.  Milltown.  N.  .J. 


HOUDANS. 


OUUANS,  Pincknev  and  Forsyth,  1st  at  Ames- 
bury,  score  !I2.   Etj^s  SI.  13. 
 C.  K.  Marshall,  Rowley.  M.-iss. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

"I  I  SKCOiM-)  hand  I'l  airic  Slates— pel  led  order. 
A"i  Sfiecial  duck  niacliiiies.  Price  So.'),  or  S30  iu 
lots  of    or  more.    Win.  H.  Truslow,  Strouilsbiiry.  Pa. 

KVV  lOO-chiclc  Prairie  Stale  o.  ri.  brooder,  used 
once.  SO.  W.  M.  Kerkliolf,  Honcoye  Falls,  N.  Y. 

ARGAIN.  2G4-ef?(;  Blower  Citv  Incu.  Perfect. 
Used  one  season,  SIS.  .Stevens  &  Oo.,  Wilson,  N.Y. 


II 


N 
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WIL.I,  SELL  or  exchange  one  tiOO  and  one  :J25- 
egg  Monarch  Incubator,  made  in  lt97,  for  Ply- 
mouth Rock  or  Wyandotte  hens,  pullets,  or  IS'OS 
chickens.  Machines  are  all  right  in  every  way, and  are 
sold  oulv  as  I  have  seven,  which  is  more  than  1  can  use. 

H.  .r.  P.  P.'irnsli.-iw,  'Jl  fli.-irles  St..  Boston. 


LEGHORNS. 


AT  HARD  time  prices,    s.        HulT  Leghorns 
exclusively,  from  1  he  besi  hieeding strains  in  llie 
land.  10  yrs  expei  ii'iice.  I ).  1..  Prisi-li,  iVliddlelloi't,  N.  Y. 

MARCH  and  A))ril  liatclied  \\  bite  Leghorns,  bred 
for  eggs.   Pullets,  .Wc:  cockerels,  7.5c.  Have 
bad  free  range.  J.  T.  Cramer,  Oradell,  N.  J. 

SC.  BK.  Leghorns.   Eggs  reduced  to  SI ;  circu- 
•    lar  f ree.   Edw.  T.  Murphy,  E.  Wliilniaii,  Mass. 


MINORCAS. 


BL.ACK  Minorcas  exclusi\ely.  Single  and  Rose 
Combs,  Nortliup  and  other  leading  strains.  S. 
C.  eggs,  SI  per  13;  S2  per  .30.  R.  C.  eggs  S2  per  13; 
$4  per  30.  M.  V.  Allen,  Ovid,  isf.  Y. 

PRICK  of  Minorca  eggs  and  fowls  greatly  reduced 
for  June  and  July.   Large  catalogue. 
 G.  H.  Nortiiup,  Box  76,  Raceville,  N.  Y. 


M 


R 
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AKS  HALL'S  Min.  IS)  prizes  leading  shows  score 
mj.  13  eggs,  $1.  C.  E.  Marshall.  Rowley,  Mass. 

OSE  AND  SINGLE  Comb  Black  Minorcas, 
prize  stock.   Eggs  SI  per  15;  $3  per  50. 

 Geo.  A.  Hiirlbert,  Cuyler,  N".  Y. 

ORPINGTONS.  ~ 

UFF  Orps.  cock'ls.  pul.   Eggs  S2  and  $3  a  doz, 
Coaley  Poultry  Fai  iii,  Diii  sley.  (ilos..  Eng. 


PHEASANTS. 


M 


ONGOLIAN  and  English  pheasant  eggs.  Very 
'  ardy.easy  to  rear.  .1. H.Graves,  Chilesburg,  Ky. 


PIGEONS. 


w 


HAT  am  1  ottered  KlU  pair  line  sipiab  breeding 
•-loiiiers.  cost  SlOO':'  S.  •!.  Bisliop,  Cheshire,  Ct. 

UNTS,  large  birds,  good  stock,  lowest  price  tliis 
moiilli.  .I.E.  .Morse.  Wtentham.  Mass. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

AKRED  FLVMOUTH  Rock  eggs- from  pure 
and  beallliy  strain,  to  any  part  of  United  States, 
express  paid,  for  S1.95  sd^tiug  of  13. 

 Wm.  Feeney,  Hallston  Spa,  N.  Y. 

P.  KOCKS.  Eggs  SI  per  15.  See  ad.  page 
•200.  Karnes  Bros.,  Wellsvilie.  N.  Y. 


w. 


BARRED  P.  Ruck  eggs,  large  hi  ]-ds.  prolilic  layers, 
nicely  barred,  j'ards  heade<l  by  Hunter  cockerels, 
$1  per  13.  C.  C.  Shor'b,  McD.niiel.  Md. 

BAKRED  and  White  Rocks,  Briglit  and  Hawkins 
str's.  Eggs  SI  per  15 ;  $5  per  100.    Cedar  Grove 
Yards,  East  Lexinglon,  Mass.         Geo.  O.  Russell. 

POULTRY  PRINTING. 


50 


LKTTKKllKADS  and  ^0  euvcLopes  printed 
;iOc.   Samples  for  slanip. 

U.  J?.  P.  Stii^ply  Co.,  AnislcT'liim,  N.  Y. 

POULTRY  REMEDIES. 


ri^^VVO  of  tlir  Ijost  I'nulli-y  reiuo'l ie.s  i ii  the  wi»ii<l. 
JL  Lice  Paint  :~AVill  jruarauleu  this  to  kill  every 
louse  on  your  fowls;  only  a  few  minutes  lalxir 
required  to  do  it.  Roup  Cure: — will  guarantee  this 
to  cure  the  worst  cases  of  roup  in  a  sliorl  time. 
Egg  Preserver;  guaranteed  to  keep  egfis  fresh  from 
one  to  two  years,  as  perfect  as  fresh  laid  e;iKs;  all 
we  ask  is  a  trial.  Agents  wanted.  Circ.\ilar. 
 F.  B.  Morey,  T*nnxsulawn<-y.  Pa. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

TOWK.ST  price  on  Poultry  Netting  iu  the  world. 
J   Send  list  of  wants  and  we  will  quole  by  reliirn 
ni.ail.  The  Hrockway-Smith  C'orpoi-ation.  L>-iiu,  Mass. 

STANDARD  Incubalor  Tliermoiiieli'rs  iwii  fur  a 
dollar,  by  mail.  Keiilieck's  Palenled  .Moisiure 
(iaiige  Sl.OO;  Germ.an  I'alent  Hygroscope  $1.50.  Send 
stamp  Uiv  prici^  list  to 

A.  Niuibeck  &  Co..  4SE.ast  2od  St.,  New  York. 

C I  RAVITY  machine  for  i'lentifylng  layers,  $1  by 
X    mail  postpaid.  Adjusted  to  4  nests,  ready  for 
use,  17  X  72  Indies,  weii-'lit  10  Ilis.,  S3. 50  express  |>ald. 

W.  P.  \\'illelt.  E.-ist  Orange,  X.J. 


RED  CAPS. 


1>  •\VOOI>iVIAN.  .M.ilileii, 
k  «    prize  It.isKui.  bsOs  Et'gs 


.Mass.  Winnt-rs  1st 
s3  per  sitting. 


1,"'OR  UEAUTV  ami  utility  choose  li.  1.  R^-ds.  My 
stock  is  first  class  iu  vigor  and  color.  Eggs  $1 
per  13 ;  S2  per  3U ;  S2.5U  ytar  40. 

 A.  K.  ('uniinings,  Hudson,  N.  Ii. 

ILLUSTRATIONS  of  my  Reds  can  be  found  iu 
Apr.  1511i  issue  of  tills  paper.  Selected  brown 
eggs  from  in\'  best  pens,  guaranteed  fertile,  SI  per  15; 
S5perllKi.     ■  C.  W.  Heck.  Wickfuril,  li.  1. 


WANTED. 


SITU.VTION  by  a  practical  poultryman.  Single 
man,  middle  aged,  luul  ten  years  experii'iiee  with 
iiiciih.ators  aud  brooders.  Can  furnish  good  reference. 

Address,  J.  V.  W..  <'areof  Fariii-I'oiillry. 

^^/"ANTED.    First  class  single  man  wiiliexiieri- 
elicit  ftir  incubator  and  chick  brooder  house; 
also  (txperieiiced  duck  man.    Male  wages  expected 
iiiid  ref.  I'lainlield  I'oiilti  y  Farm  Co..  I'lainlleld.  N.  J. 

WANTED,  .WO  lo  lOOO  Brown  Leghorn  cliieks  for 
eggsouly.    Prefer  cliicks  just  hatched .  State 
price  for  guaranleed  d<*li\'ery  here. 
 A.  II.  Kli'kland,  .Ir.'.  .laekson,  Mississippi. 

SITUATION  wanted  wilh  broiler  raiser.  Good 
liabits.  Understands  inciibalors,  have  good  rc'fer- 
ence.  Address  L.,  Smilli  Nalick,  .Mass. 


WYANDOTTES. 


w 


YANDOTTES,    White   aim   tinll.  iCnciuIre 
about  them.         8.  II .  Bellows,  Atliol,  Mass. 


WHITK  Wyandot  ii's  exclusively;  brown  eggs 
from  large  \  igoroiis  earl>'  laying  stock,  St  jier 
13;  for  incubator,  S4  per  100.  Stock  in  season.  Sal. 
guaranleed.       A.  -M.  Jerauld,  No.  .\111elioro,  Mass. 


I*  ROWN  W.  W'v. 
>    15;  S3  per  50. 


'ggs  frimi  prolilic  bn  ers,  Stper 
\V.  \Y.  liohn,  RobeMiiiia.  Pa. 


WHITK  WYANDOTTES,  3  bleeding  pens 
prize  winners,  beauties,  large  birds,  )irolitic 
layers.  Chalk  wliite,  bay  eye.  12  line  pullets.  Brick- 
colored  eggs,  S3  sitl ing.   J.S.  Gali-s.  VN'estboro,  .Mass-. 


w. 


WY.  eggs,  lliinler,  Hawkins  sir,  15  for  Sl.'25. 
Stockaile  l'oiillr\  Farm.   W' ha  1  el  \  .  ,M  asF. 


11^  ^ it  Farm,  Warner,  .N  .11..  moiiev  making  pro- 
4   4  IJ  lilic  br.  egg.  li.  P.  R'ks..  \\'.  VNivaiidoltcs. 
L.  Urah.    .Slock  S 1 1 o  S2..''iO.  F.L'-gs  l.'i.  SI :  50.  s:; :  111;.  $4..50. 

WHITE  V\'yaiidotte  eggs   w.i\    down   rest  of 
season,  practical  fo^^'ls,  lK;a\'\'  layers. 
 J.  H.  Fleming.  Duhellen.  N.  J. 

W WYANDOTTES,  exlra  line  layers  of  brown 
 »  eggs  SI  per  1.5.  R.S.  Gleasim,  Colelirook,N.II. 

WHITE  W^yandolteand  W.  P.  Rock  eggs.  Duslon 
and  Hawkins  strjiins,  jirize  winners,  av.  weight 
Wy.  pullets  7  lb.,  cock'ls  I)  lbs.;  P.  Rock  imllels  fl  lb., 
cock'ls  11  lbs.  Extra  layers  brick-colored  eggs.  Eggs, 
S1..50  per  13;  •20W.Wyaud.and20  W.  PI  v.  Rock  pullets, 
one  year  old,  SI  each.   H.  J.  W'.Eay.  W'eslboro.  Mass. 

IVIINORCAS 

Black:  and  White. 

I  can  furnish  eggs  or  .stock  of  lioth  the  above  vari- 
eties from  my  prize  winning  pens. 

J.  W.  DOUD,  Turin,  N.  y. 


YOUNG 
CHICKS 

Just  lialclied  from 
K.  Plynioutli  Itoeks 

and 

S.  C.  Wh.  Leghorns 

at  8c.  apiece.  Distance 
no  objeclion.  SentI  for 
circular. 

 JOS.  D.  WILSON,  Stockton,  N.J. 

Our  3'ards  arc  mated  for 

3E3  X  H I B I T  I<3  KT 

Barred  Plynioutli  Rocks  and 

Silver  Wyandottes. 

UTILITY. 

S.  C.  Brown  and  White  Leghorns,  Barred  riymonth 
Rocks,  Silver  Wyandottes  and  Pekin  Ducks.  Send 
for  circular.   E.  iC.  POKTER,  Cliadwicks.N.  Y. 


If  yon  want  a 


Bone  Gutter 

try  the 

"DANDY."' 

Send  to 

STKATTOJf  &  OSBOKNE, 
Erie,  Pa., 

for  catalogue  and  pi'ices. 


'  AMES  I.  PAKK  .Orono,  .M.iirie.  Red  Caps  exclu- 
sively.  Eggs  S1.50  for  13.   Descriptive  cir.  free. 


THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT.  tSli^  "/n 'iie^l^^s 

for  poultry  bouses,  coops,  roosts,  nest  boxes,  and 
other  necessaries  for  the  poultry  yard,  with  iiraclical 
information  on  their  construction.   Price  '25  cents. 
FRR  RPPDDn  Poultry  Account  Book.  Most 

LOl)  nCUUnU  simple,  practical,  and  easily  kept 
book  ot  the  kind;  for  one  or  ten  yards.  I'rice 25 cents. 
CUIDE  and  catalogue  of  other  books  free. 

H.  A.  KUHNS,  Box  400  f\  Atlanta,  Ca. 

KEEP  YOUR  POULTRY 

Iu  ^;ood  hualtliy  coiulilioii  hy  usiiix 

»  RIGHT'S  XZKX 

Triple  burnt  absoliileh-  imre  graiiulaled  ('liarcoal. 
Price  $2.50  per  bbl.  Address. 

T.  15.  AVKIOHT  &  CO., 

 117  W^iDd  St..  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

500  CHICKS 

Are  growing  on  my  farm,  all  Bine  Barred  P. 
RockB,  hatched  and  raised  by  hens  on  free  grass 
range,  thus  insuring  strong  and  vigorous  stock.  100 
choice  yearling  hens  for  sale,  ineliiding  mv  winners 
at  Aiiiesbury,  Haverhill,  Peahoilv  ami  the  New  Eng- 
land fair,  Portland,  Me.   Write  for  jirices. 

W.  B.  DAVIS, 

Care  of  .Merrimack  Nat.  I'.aiik.  Haverhili.  Mass. 

A  Laying;  Hen 

is  a  money  maker.  My 

BARRED  PLYM.  ROCKS 

are  scieutilically  mated  and  bred  for  egg  production. 
Catalogue  free. 

A.  W.  McCALLU3I,  Sibley,  Iowa. 
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Breeding  for  Large  £gg8. 

A  letter  from  a  CaiiaJian  poultryman  gives 
some  valuable  bints  as  to  breeding  for  certain 
qualities,  and  also,  incidentally,  gives  a  side 
light  upon  the  utility  versus  fancy  question  :— 

Mr.  Editor:— We  have  been  selecting  and 
breeding  our  stock  for  several  years  .for  large 
eggs  and  brown  eggs,  and  find  it  very  difficult 
indeed  to  get  new  blood  without  lessening 
both  the  size  of  the  bird  and  the  size  of  the 
eggs,  which,  to  my  mind,  are  two  of  the  fiist 
essentials  in  market  poultry.  AVe  had  an 
experience  in  sending  to  one  of  the  leading 
breeders  in  the  United  States,  and  paid  him 
$30  for  some  of  his  stock.  The  birds  were  all 
right  from  the  fancy  standpoint,  were  mani- 
festly bred  to  standard,  but  that  stock  had  a 
decided  influence  upon  the  size  of  our  eggs, 
which  have  dropped  very  noticeably.  Our 
efl"orts  have  been  in  the  direction  of  building 
up  a  strain  of  B.  P.  Kocks  whose  eggs  averaged 
seven  per  pound,  brought  al)out  by  not  setting 
eggs  of  less  than  two  ounces  weight  each. 

r-icton,  Ont.  A.  B. 


Much  III  Little. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  a  reader  of  Farm-Poul- 
try, and  take  great  pleasure  in  looking  over 
the  letters  pertaining  to  the  experience  of 
various  amateur  poultrymen;  and  have 
thought  a  few  remarks  relating  to  my  way  of 
raising  chickens  and  success  with  same  might 
be  interesting.  On  January  1st  of  this  year 
I  possessed  forty-tive  hens  and  five  male  birds, 
most  of  my  flock  being  good  Baried  Plymouth 
Rocks.  I  commenced  setting  hens  February 
■tth,  managing  to  group  them  in  order  to  have 
three  or  four  hatches  come  out  at  the  same 
time.  I  take  the  young  chickens  away  from 
hens  soon  ns  they  are  dry  and  sufficiently 
strong  that  there  is  no  danger  of  their  becom- 
ing chilled,  and  \<ul  tlicm  in  an  indoor  brooder, 
where  they  are  kept  for  several  days,  then 
removed  to  a  large  outdoor  brooder;  both 
brooders  are  home  made  and  are  all  right.  I 
break  my  hens  from  sitting  as  soon  as  the 
hatches  are  completed,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  have  them  laying  again.  I  have  kept 
them  hustling  all  the  time,  and  at  this  writing 
(May  5th)  have  three  hundred  and  fifty  nice 
young  chickens,  some  of  which  weigh  two 
and  a  half  pounds,  and  are  ready  for  market. 
The  first  feed  my  young  chickens  get  is  hard 
boiled  eggs  and  bread  soaked  in  milk;  then  as 
they  advance  in  age  I  give  them  cooked  rice, 
oatmeal  and  hominy  mixed  with  a  liberal 
quantity  of  ground  beef  scraps  which  has 
been  sligbtly  scalded;  and  when  the  chickens 
get  older  and  larger  they  receive  coarser  feed, 
such  as  wheat  and  corn,  with  an  occasional 
change  in  the  rations,  with  some  beef  scraps 
added  thereto,  keeping  plenty  of  good  grit 
before  my  fowls  at  all  times.  I  practice 
regularity  in  feeding,  watering,  looking  after 
the  sanitary  condition  of  coops,  brooders  and 
poultry  houses  and  the  various  things  essential 
to  successful  poultry  raising,  and  a  healthier 
lot  of  chickens  you  will  seldom  find. 

Fackerton,  Ind.        Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Cork. 


Fact  and  Opinion. 

Mr.  Editor:  — In  your  paper  of  May  15,  a 
.nan  tells  of  hatching  eggs  that  he  thought 
had  been  chilled.  In  support  of  his  opinion  I 
will  say  that  I  unce  had  a  goose  egg  that  was 
laid  on  a  very  cold  morning,  and  had  frozen 
and  cracked  open  before  I  found  it.  Know- 
ing that  it  bad  been  in  the  nest  but  a  short 
time,  and  reasoning  that  such  a  sudden  freeze 
could  afl'ect  only  the  surface  of  the  egg,  I 
covered  the  crack  with  a  strip  of  cloth  put  on 
with  mucilage,  ami  put  the  egg  in  with  the 
rest.  After  the  goose  had  set  about  two 
weeks,  the  cloth  got  rubbed  off,  and  the  egg 
was  broken,  but  the  embryo  had  begun  to 
form,  showing  that  the  germ  was  not 
destroved. 

In  your  article  about  the  size  of  a  chicken's 
swallow,  page  187,  you  speak  of  Mica  Crystal 
grit  as  supplying  all  needs  in  that  direction. 
My  opinion  is  that  the  said  grit  does  not  fill 
tlie  bill ;  its  surface  is  too  glassy,  and  only  the 
corners  do  any  grinding;  but  broken  earthen- 
ware and  fine  gravel  have  rough  surfaces 
whioh  grate  all  the  time.  My  hens  will  not 
take  the  grit  when  they  can  get  pounded 
crockery  or  coarse  sand.  I  think  that  for  the 
purpose  for  which  fowls  swallow  such  things 
the  grit  as  found  in  market  is  too  coarse.  Not 
that  thei'e  are   any   serious   results  from 


swallowing  it,  but  the  fowl  has  to  take  on 
more  load  than  is  necessary  to  get  the  needed 
amount  of  grinding  surface.  Take  for 
instance,  a  cube  one-fourth  inch  on  a  side, 
and  you  have  only  one  and  a  half  inches  of 
surface  on  its  six  sides,  and  the  main  bulk  is 
dead  weight.  Mark  it  into  blocks  one-eighth 
inch  on  a  side,  and  you  get  eight  of  them, 
having  six  square  inches  of  cutting  surface, 
and  sixty-four  corners  instead  of  eight.  I 
find  that  where  I  pound  broken  crockery  on  a 
rock  in  the  yard  the  hens  are  as  anxious  for 
the  fine  particles  as  for  the  coarser. 

Manchester,  N.  H.  O.  II.  Leavits. 

[Such  facts  as  that  reported  by  Mr.  Howe, 
and  this  now  reported  by  Mr.  Leavits,  should 
be  kept  in  mind.  They  furnish  a  reason  for 
not  being  in  haste  to  discard  eggs  supposed  to 
have  been  chilled  either  before  or  during  the 
process  of  incubation.  They  do  not,  we 
think,  aflect  the  general  truth  that  chilling  is 
injurious  to  the  germ  in  the  egg;  but  they 
do  show  that  some  //erras  may  survive  a  chill 
which  vjould  kill  others,  iust  an  some  young 
plants  and  some  seeds  live  through  conditions 
under  which  others  perish.  If  valuable  eggs 
are  chilled  it  would  seem  to  be  worth  while  to 
run  the  batch  through  to  determine  results. 
If  the  eggs  hatch  and  the  chicks  are  promising, 
that  much  is  gained.  If  the  chicks  prove 
worthless,  it  is  not  hard  to  put  them  out  of 
the  way. 

We  must  differ  from  Mr.  Leavits  in  his 
opinion  on  the  grit  question,  and  particularly 
in  his  criticism  of  Mica  Crystal  grit.  His 
statement  conveys  the  impression  that  this 
grit  is  composed  of  quite  regular,  smooth- 
sided  cubes  —  an  entirely  erroneous  impres- 
sion, as  anyone  may  satisfy  himself  by  exam- 
ining the  article.  Mr.  L.'s  criticism  of  grits 
also  includes  other  grits,  making  unfavorable 
comparison  of  their  grinding  qualities  with 
those  of  broken  crockery  and  sand. 

We  have  on  the  desk  four  samples  of  grit. 
A  sample  of  Eureka  Lime  grit,  and  one 
unnamed  sent  us  for  inspection,  have  been 
here  for  some  months.  Samples  of  Orr's  grit 
and  Mica  Crystal  grit  we  have  just  taken 
from  sacks  at  a  nearby  supply  house.  Not 
one  of  our  samples  would  justify  a  description 
such  as  Mr.  L.  gives.  The  unnamed  sample, 
a  clear  white  grit,  comes  nearest  to  it  in 
appearance,  but  even  in  this  the  cutting  edges 
or  grinding  surfaces  are  much  more  extensive 
than  in  the  edges  of  a  cube.  All  pieces  of 
grit  are  aggregations  of  crystal,  and  even  the 
smoothest  present  surfaces  covered  with 
minute  cutting  edges. 

We  have  never  tried  to  find  out  whether 
hens  preferred  broken  crockery  to  prepared 
grit,  but  we  cannot  imagine  that  the  partiality 
of  fowls  for  broken  crockery  is  so  great  that 
they  prefer  pieces  the  size  illustrated  in  our 
last  number  to  prepared  grit  of  the  size 
usually  furnished  fowls. 

The  question  for  most  poultrymen  is  the 
question  of  availability.  The  prepared  grits 
are  the  available  grits.  When  one's  time  is 
worth  anything  broken  crockery  is  expensive. 
As  far  as  size  of  grit  is  concerned,  the  articles 
offered  the  public  seem  to  us  to  furnish  suffi- 
cient variety  to  allow  the  fowls  some  choice. 
They  do  not  appear  to  be  over  particular,  and 
generally  clean  up  all  sizes. — Ed.] 


Good  Prospects  of  Success. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  started  a  small  hen  farm  of 
about  seven  acres  this  last  spring,  and  hope 
to  be  one  of  those  who  succeed  in  the  business. 
I  am  now  buil  ling  two  hundred  feet  in  length 
of  house,  on  your  scatching  shed  plan,  and 
intend  to  build  more.  My  yards  are  to 
be  similar,  too.  I  am  making  haste  slowly, 
as  I  intend  to  grow  into  the  business.  I  have 
been  a  breeder  of  fancy  poultry  quite  a 
number  of  years,  but  always  in  a  very  small 
way,  keeping  them  more  as  pets  than  other- 
wise-; now  it  is  business. 

I  have  two  Peep  o"  Day  brooders,  and  raise 
little  chickens  without  the  ordinary  trouble 
of  other  ways.  I  am  too  young  as  a  poultry 
farmer  to  advertise  as  yet,  but  hope  to  get 
there  by  and  by.      Fraternally  yours, 

Bristol,  Ct.  W.  H.  C. 

[This  has  decidedly  the  right  ring  to  it,  and 
the  man  who  can  v.  ait  to  grow  into  the  busi- 
ness, being  sure  of  one  step  before  he  takes 
the  nest,  is  the  one  who  will  succeed  in  il. — 
Ed.] 


THE  BEST  POULTRY  FENCE. 

Galvanized  Wire  Nettings! 

1898  REDUCED  PRICES  FOR  ROLLS  150  FEET  LONG: 

12         18         24  30  48  60         72  inch. 

2  iiicli.     Mesh    u,r  fowls,  $  .6.">  .$1.20  .$1.80  $2.40  $3.00  $3.60  jM-r  r.>ll. 

1  inch.       "       for  chicks,    1.50  2.2.5     2.75     4.25     5..50     7.00    8.50  "  •• 

Discount  for  'i  rolls  or  ovtr,  10  per  oeiil.  7-s  liicli  (.'alviiiii/.tMl  Staples  8  ceuts  pc-rlli. 
Writt  for  frclKlit  allowance  on  live  or  niori;  rolls,  and  our  Price  Lists  of  otlii-r  styles  Wire  Feucin;:. 

Our  Nellin^'^  are  in  every  i-<."^peci  4-(piaI  u>  any  iiiafle. 

PETER  DURYEE  <to  CO.,  227  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 


EUREKA  NEST  BOX, 


WHY   WAIT   FOR  PROSPERITY? 

Why  Not  Get  It  At  Once, 

HOMER  CITY 'Incubators 

AND  BROODERS? 

New  inip''i'\  eliit-itl^  fr.r  'l  ite  r.<-au->l    huilt.  lineal  Iirii>li.  anil 

lie-ii  Uaiclier  iu  the  worl<l.  (.iiiarauleeil  Self  Ke^-ulatin;;.  IK  YOU 
GKT  OUKS  YOU  GKT  THE  liKST.  Write  us  for  Cata- 
lot'ue  auU  prices. 

BLAIKSVILtE  MAXUFACTrUINO  CO., 

Blairsville,  I'enii. 

Poultry     Farm  Supply  Co..  Boston,  Mass.,  Sole  New  England  A^ts. 

That  sliows  which  hens  lay.  has  been  in  use  in  my  pens 
tor  past  thri  e  seasons.  Shows  the  i)editrree  of"  every 
fowl  on  my  place. 

Circulars  of  Nest  Box  Free  for  Stamp. 

H£ti*tixes"t  Str^tln.  of 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS 

Noted  for  size,  profuse  lou  featherinir,  black  flights,  early  maturity  anil  sroat  csrir  production. 

High  Water  Mark,  195  Eggs  in  One  Year! 

A  few  strong  colored  hreedins  cockerels  for  sale,  anil  np.  Eggs  running  high  in  fertility,  one  sitting 
SJ;  three  sittings  So.OO.  Full  pedigree  with  stock  or  eggs,  free  of  charge,  when  requested.  Send  stamp  for 
circular. 

NOTE— I  pay  express  charges  if  birds  are  not  as  represented.  Satisfaction  or  money  refunded. 

HARTNEST  FARM,  Franiing:liaiu.  Mass. 

THE  CYPHERS 

Is  Making*  New  Friends  Daily. 

NO   MOISXrUE   TO   BE  SUI'PI.IED. 
NO  GUESSAVOKK  AS  TO  TEMPEKATUKE. 

Orders    Filled.  I*romj)tlj^- 

Seud  for  catalogue,  ami  look  into  its  iuerit>. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO., 

KeepYourChickens 

STRONG  and  HEALTHY. 

Those  who  succeed  best  raising  poultry  for  profit  are  those  who  commence 
witli  little  chicks,  giving  small  doses  of  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 
twice  a  week  ;  then  a  little  larger  doses,  and  so  ou  to  the  time  when  getting 
the  pullets  ready  for  early  fall  laying,  a  dose  sa\-  of  one  teaspoouful  to  each 
quart  of  food,  and  so  continue  to  use  it,  as  one  customer  says  she  does,  "from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave,"  and  you  will  succeed  nine  times  in  ten,  and  have 
plenty  of  eggs  to  sell  in  the  fall  and  winter  months  when  prices  are  highest. 

To  make  your  Poultry 
pay,  first  hatcFi  Strong, 
Healthy  Chickens. 

Then  keep  them  healthy  and  growing  if  3"0U 
want  the  Pullets  to  lay  when  five  months  old. 
When  hens  lay  eggs  for  hatching,  mix  in  their 
food  every  other  day,  Sheridan'9  Powder. 
It  strengthens  the  hens;  makes  the  rooster  more 
vigorous;  finally  you  get  more  fertile  eggs. 
It  is  a  fact  based  upon  the  declaration  of  a  noble  contributor  to  science, 
that  through  the  medium  of  the  circulating  blood,  any  particular  organ  of  a 
living  animal  may  be  reaclfed  and  stimulated  into  renewed  vigor  and  activity 
if  we  will  only  administer  the  proper  material  to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

No  Matter  What  Kind  of  Foods  You  Use! 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

is  needed  with  it  to  assure  perfect  assimilatiou  of  the  food  elements  neces- 
sary to  produce  eggs.  It  is  absolutely  pure ;  Highly  concentrated ;  Most 
economical,  because  such  small  doses;  No  other  kind  one-fourth  as  strong; 
In  quantity  costs  less  thati  oue-tenth  cent  a  day  per  hen.  .  In  use  over  30  years. 

Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  by  mail.  Large  cans  most  economical  to  bny. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Home,  Send  to  Us.    Ask  First. 

We  send  one  park,  25  cts;  five,  Sl.OO.  A  two-pound  can,  gl.20;  Six,  j^.'i.OO.  Express  paid.  .Sample 
copy  "best  I'oultry  paper"  sent  ireo.      I.  S.  JOHNSON  A;  CO.,  22  Custom  llouse  St.,  IJobtou,  Uas» 
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Average  or  Pcrcciitaee. 

Kilitor:  —  I  enjoy  loacliiij;'  your  corre- 


spoiuloiils'  reports,  aiul  venture  :i  suggestion 
in  tlie  interest  of  accurate  statement,  and  w  itli 
tlie  purpose  of  clearing  llie  mists  wliicL  seem 
to  envelop  the  question  of  percentage  as 
applied  to  egg  production. 

lu  your  May  1st  edition  a  correspondent 
reports  35  pullets  laid  G03  eggs  in  February, 
17  per  cent."  They  laid  17  S-'.lo  eggs  each, 
and  this  is  a  little  over  (JO  per  cent. 

rercentage  of  egg  production  is  simply  a 
concise  statement  of  daily  average  egg  pro- 
duct, aud  in  comparisons  of  different  fowls 
and  flocks  offers  the  simplest  form  of  ratios. 
If  a  hen  lays  'H  eggs  in  oO  days  her  average  is 
"0-100  of  an  egg  per  day,  or  SO  per  cent. 
Sule  :  —  Divide  the  number  of  eggs  by  the 
umber  of  days  in  which  they  were  laid, 
ivide  this  quotient  by  the  number  of  fowls 
n  the  llocli.  This  second  quotient  in  decimals 
s  the  percentage  product. 

Or,  multiply  the  days  by  the  number  of 
hens  in  the  llocU,  and  by  this  product  divide 
the  total  of  eggs  produced  in  the  period 
calculated. 

Your  correspondent  quotes  his  March  pro- 
duct from  i'i  hens  as  1050  eggs.  In  the  old 
time  mental  arithmetic  we  woukl  have  put 
the  problem  like  this:  io  hens  for  31  days 
equals  1  heu  for  1395  days.  If  this  hen  laid 
1050  eggs  in  1395  days,  what  was  the  average 
per  day?  Obviously  1050  divided  by  1395 
equals  75  27-100  per  cent  nearly. 

Brooklyn,  X.  Y.  ^V.  A.  S. 

[In  the  report  alluded  to  "percentage" 
should  be  "average."  In  the  Experiment 
Club  work  we  give  averages  rather  than  per- 
centages, because  we  think  it  the  better 
method.  We  are,  however,  very  glad  to  print 
Mr.  S.'s  lucid  explanation  of  the  method  of 
determining  percentage  of  egg  production. 
As  illustrating  how  much  more  adaptable 
''average"  is  to  our  subject  than  "percent- 
age," take  the  matter  of  the  200-egg  hen. 
Expressed  by  percentage,  she  would  be  the 
55  per  cent  hen. — Ed.] 


Fumigating  the  Poultry  House. 

Jilr.  Editor:  —  I  wish  to  ask  a  question,  or 
rather  explain  to  you  one  of  my  recent 
experiments  with  sulphur.  I  have  often 
read  that  burning  sulphur  in  heu  houses  was 
beneficial,  and  have  often  done  so,  but  never 
had  such  a  time  of  it  as  a  short  time  ago. 

I  burned  sulphur  immediately  after  the  hens 
had  left  the  pen  in  the  morning.  I  took  an 
old  pan  for  the  operation,  put  a  piece  of  paper 
in  the  bottom,  then  put  in  a  good  handful  of 
sulphur,  applied  a  match,  and  got  out;  closed 
the  house  up  tight  and  left  it  for  about  one 
aud  a  half  hours.  I  then  left  the  door  and 
windows  open  again,  and  let  out  the  smoke. 

After  the  smoke  had  all  gone  out  I  gave  the 
roosts  and  nests  a  good  cleaning,  then  put 
coal  oil  in  the  nests  and  on  the  roosts,  also 
put  clean  straw  in  the  nests.  I  left  the  house 
open  for  the  day,  but  at  night  I  could  smell 
some  sort  of  gas,  but  did  uol  dream  that  it 
would  hurt  the  hens.  Xext  morning  two 
sick  hens,  second  day  live  more,  third  day 
five  more,  and  so  on  till  I  got  rid  of  seventeen 
or  eighteen  of  my  best  laying  hens.  I  had 
spotted  thcni  for  my  breeding  pen,  so  here  I 
am. 

Well,  I  got  in  and  tore  out  all  the  nests  and 
roosts,  cleaned  the  house  all  out,  tilled  in  with 
new  loam,  and  moved  the  hens  which  I  had 
left  in  the  woodshed  for  a  few  nights,  and 
now  they  are  in  the  house  again  and  areas 
well  as  before,  oidy  I  can  see  a  difference  in 
my  eggs  of  about  two  dozen  a  day. 

My  hen  house  is  12  x  IS,  is  9  feet  in  front,  5 
in  back,  shingled  roof,  with  sheathing  1  x  12 
laid  close.  The  ground  in  the  house  was 
rather  damp,  but  I  had  no  bad  luck  with,  the 
roup.  Could  it  be  that  putting  coal  oil  on  the 
roosts  and  nests  after  burning  sulphur  in  the 
bouse,  formed  a  deadly  gas?  I  have  used 
coal  oil  frequently  before,  never  with  bad 
results,  also  sulphur,  but  never  used  the  two 
the  same  day. 

I  will  try  to  explain  how  they  acted  when 
l^iey  were  sick.  They  seemed  to  be  drunk. 
Their  necks  would  be  as  limber  as  a  dish  rag, 
they  acted  as  if  their  backs  were  broken,  they 
would  have  a  bad  diarrhcca,  their  combs  and 
ear  lobes  would  get  dark  red,  and  they  would 
live  about  two  day;.    Strangely  enough  it 


caught  my  best  layers.  1  guess  three  will  get 
well  again,  but  the  worst  I  took  to  the  chop- 
ping block  and  put  them  out  of  misery. 

I  like  your  paper,  F.-P.,  very  much,  and 
could  not  do  withou^  it.  I  have  had  good 
success  getting  eggs  in  winter,  etc.,  all  from 
its  tea('hing.  A.  B. 

AVasco,  Oregon. 

[That  was  a  pretty  severe  lesson,  and  we 
would  suggest  that  you  drop  burning  sulphur 
in  your  poultry  house.  We  are  willing  to 
confess,  (very  quietly,  we  don't  want  it  to  get 
out  around),  that  we  never  burn  sulphur  in 
the  poultry  houses  —  and  we  firmly  believe 
that  if  the  houses  are  kept  thoroughly  clean 
there  is  no  need  of  resorting  to  any  such 
expedient.  The  sulphur  gas  can  only  destroy 
the  red  spider  mile,  which  hibernates  in  the 
cracks  and  crevices  of  the  roosts  and  in  the 
nest  boxes.  All  of  the  body  lice  would  be 
carried  out  of  the  way  of  the  sulphur  gas  on 
the  bodies  of  the  hens,  since  that  is  where 
they  reside.  Under  these  conditions,  then, 
you  will  readily  understand  that  the  sulphur 
fumes  are  for  the  prevention  of  one  class  of 
insect  pests  only,  and  the  kerosene  oil  properly 
applied  will  rid  the  house  of  these  mites  quite 
as  effectually  as  will  the  sulphur  fumes ;  either 
will  do  if  thoroughly  applied,  but  you  will 
readily  see  it  was  unnecessary  to  apply  two 
effective  remedies  for  one  trouble. 

If  you  will  thoroughly  clean  up  and  thor- 
oughly whitewash  your  poultry  house  once  a 
year,  aud  kerosene  the  roosts  aud  nest  boxes, 
taking  especial  pains  that  the  oil  penetrates 
the  cracks  and  crevices  on  the  under  side  of 
the  roosts  and  roost  supports,  about  four 
times  a  year,  you  will  have  no  trouble  with 
the  red  mite; — at  least  that  is  our  experience. 

As  to  your  ti-onble,  it  was  undoubtedly  the 
sulphur  gas,  which  did  not  escape  from  the 
building  because  of  the  cold  weather.  That 
is,  it  settled  in  the  building  and  staid  there. 
Sulphur  gas  is  a  violent  physic,  and  it,  of 
course,  completely  upset  the  most  sensitive  of 
the  birds.  The  best  layers  would  naturally 
be  the  most  sensitive,  and  would  naturally 
get  hit  the  hardest. 

Had  you  known  in  the  morning  what  the 
difficulty  was  you  probably  could  have  saved 
most,  or  a  part,  by  taking  them  into  warm 
fresh  air,  and  so  kept  them  for  a  day  or  two — 
dieting  them  with  boiled  milk,  etc.,  for  the 
looseness  of  the  bowels. 

We  are  sorry  for  your  disaster,  and  the  best 
advice  we  can  give  you  is  to  fumigate  only  in 
warm  weather,  or,  better  still,  fumigate  not  at 
all.    We  never  did. — Ed.] 


Probably  none  of  the  sciences  have  made 
more  tremendous  snides  than  the  veterinary; 
it  is  only  a  few  y  ears  since  that  the  veterinary 
surgeon  was  really  the  nlacksmilh  and  horse 
shoer;  whereas,  today  he  has  to  go  through  a 
college  education  and  pass  an  examination, 
which  in  many  of  the  colleges  (especially  in 
Europe)  compare  very  favorably  with  those 
of  the  medical  practitionei-.  But  he  really  has 
a  more  difficult  field  before  him,  as  the  animals 
he  is  treating  cannot  tell  him  any  of  their 
symptoms,  and  so  help  out  his  diagnosis 
where  the  animals  treated  by  the  former  can 
do  so. 

And  so  we  now  see  the  dog,  the  horse,  the 
cow,  the  sheep,  the  pig,  and  even  the  cat  anil 
the  bird  that  sup|)lies  the  eggs  for  family  use, 
being  skillfully  ticated  for  the  various  dis- 
eases that  their  llesh  is  heir  to,  almost  with 
the  same  intelligence  and  care  that  is  given  to 
the  human  patient.  And  yet  with  all  this 
knowledge  theaverage  owner  of  these  animals 
will  neglect  to  a  shaniefu)  degree  the  impoi- 
tance  of  healthy  sanitary  surroundings;  not 
only  will  they  house  their  animals  in  places 
that  are  far  from  being  air  tight  or  wind 
proof,  but  will  keep  them  in  an  atmosphere 
that  is  reeking  with  disease  germs,  and  at 
times  most  seriously  offensive  to  the  sense  of 
smell  as  well  as  to  the  health  of  man. 

This  will  not, of  coui'se,  continue ;  as  people 
become  better  educated  and  more  tliorouglily 
realize  what  sanitaiy  science  can  do  for  them 
they  will  keep  their  animals  in  comfortable 
(juarters,  they  will  keep  them  clean,  and  will 
not  neglect  the  use  of  'those  prepai'ations 
known  as  ilisinfectants,  which  shonlil  be  true 
germ  destroying  agents  and  not  simply  prepa- 
rations possessed  of  a  strong  odor  of  their  own 
and  thus  act  as  a  blind  by  disguising  the  odor 
they  should  really  destroy. 

A  vast  number  of  the  preparations  on  the 
market  are  of  this  class,  an(l  in  addition  are 
freqiienlly  poisonous,  corrosive  and  staining 
liquids.  Keep  your  aninuils,  as  far  as  possible, 
free  from  disease  by  using  the  "Sauitas" 
Prepai-ations,  which  we  recommend  as  being 
free  from  the  dangerous  qualities  above 
mentioned;  whilst  at  the  same  time  they  are 
true  germiciiles  an{|  deodoi-izers.  VV^rite  to 
The  Sauitas  Co.,  Limited,  No.  030  West  .55th 
St.,  New  York  City,  for  a  copy  of  their  valu- 
able little  work,  "  How  to  Disinfect." 
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MANY  of  the  mixtures" 
branded  and  sold  as  Pure 
White  Lead  contain  little  if  any 
White  Lead,  but  are  zinc  and 
barytes.  Barytes  is  used  because 
it  is  cneap,  not  because  it  has  any 
value  as  paint. 

Protect     yourself    by  using 
brands  which   are   genuine  and 
made  by  the  old  Dutch  process. 
See  list  of  genuine  brands. 


National  Lead  Co.,  loo  William  Si.,  New  York. 
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.secure 
expect  hens  to  he  luippy 
covered  with  lice. 

THK  BK.ST 


OOlVEIVtlT     IjIOE  IVETjrHUEn. 

It  ycni  wish  1(1  .secure  llie  iiesl  resnlls  froiii  vour  pmiUrv.    Vou  eaiinot 
'  conlenled,  aud  to  lay  Cjigs  when  they  arc 

WAY  TO  gj<;t  kggs 

Is  to  kill  all  hody  lice,  he;iil  liee.  llcMs,  hiifrs,  ;.'nats  and  mite.s  that  aresuck- 
iug  tlie  hens'  hlood.    It  uike.s  IhiIIi  hlood  and  comfort  to  ])roduce  eggs. 

THE  LIGHTNING  LICE  KILLING  MACHINE 
kills  them  all  instantly    No  tedious  handling  of  fowls.    Price  No.  1 
machine  S2..M;  No.  2,  S3;  No.  3,  S4;  Half  Ih.  of  lice  powder  with  each 
machine.   Lightning  Poultry  Hits— prevent  all  feather  pidling,  $1.00  per 
doz.  Stamp  tor  eii-enlar.  CHA.S.  SCHILD  CO.,  I'.o-X  M.  Ionia,  Mich. 
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A  NEW 


ON  POULTRY. 

f  1898  Poultry  Boo 

Only  1 5  Cts 


Bauscher's  Mammoth  Mew 
Worth  $25.00  to  any  one. 

Sent  itostpaid  to  any  ad<lress 
IF  VOU   WRITE   NOW,  FOR 


H  is  a  Beautym, 

with  a  fine  lithograph  plate 

of  fowls  In  their  natural  colors, 

this  alone  is  worth  many  times  tlie  price  of  tiio  book. 
It  is  the  liiiest.  larL'-est  and  ttie  inoHt  eoiiiplett- booli 

It  tells  you  everything 

that  you  may  want  to  know  about  poultry  itiid  liow_ 
to  iiiiilie  hitt  in«»iiey  with  them,  it  contains  over  175^ 
of  the  late.st  illustititions,  hundreds  of  valitnble  reci- 
pes, (luestions  and  answers,  and  shows  a  bird's  eyo 
view  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  poultry  farm, 
^v^th  the  most  substantial  buildlnprs  in  the  country.  It 
tellf*  how  lo  Illlike  hoiit*  lay  wondertully.  It  prives 
descriptions  of  45  of  tlie  leadinp  variet,ies  of  thorough- 
bred poultry  Prices  the  lowest.  Contains  first  prize 
winnings  of  our  stock  where  ever  shown.  Write  at 
onccenclosiug-lS  cents  for  one  of  these  mammoth 
books  before  all  are  sold. 


JOHN  BAUSGHER,  Jr. 


Box  140,  Freeport,  IlISm  X 


FREE,  for  the  Postage  I 
Famous  Gardening  Authorityl 
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Is  a  veritahle  mine  of  Information  about  Flowers,  Vegetables  and  Fruits,  and  how  to  grow  and  care 
for  them  snecessfiillv,  uliefliei-  in  :i  limited  city  lot  or  larger  village  garden.  A  fariiriioiiie  may  be 
iii  iglitened  at  a  slight  e.\peiise  and  the  grounds  made  attractive  instead  of  bare  .and  forbidding. 
The  pril  l!  of  A'ick's  Illiistrated  Monthly  Magazine  is  Fifty  Cents  per  year,  but  if  you  will 

RETURN  THIS  COUPON  WITH  SIX  TWO-CENT  STAMPS 

the  magazine  will  be  mailed  to  you  reguhirlv  for  si.x  months,  for  trial.  Here  is  a  cliauce  to  get  a 
tirst  class  briglit  montiily  magazine  for  slnipl>'  the  postage.   M^rlte  at  once  to 


FLOWERS 
VEGETABLES. 


TICK  PUBLISHING  CO., 
Ilocliester,  N.  Y. 


PLANTS. 
FRUITS. 


WE  HAVS 

—  40  YARDS  — 


Of  as  tine  B.  P.  Hocks,  White  P.  Rocks,  White  Wyaudottes,  Biitr,  Brown 
and  White  Leghorns  as  any  breeder  can  iiroduce.  .Judge  Met  lave  scored 
tliem.and  .said  I  bey  scored  the  liigbest  average  of  any  lot  he  bad  scored  this 
winter  for  oin;  bre*(Hler.  122  specimens  averaged  1)2  points.  Kf;<i!S  from 
prize  yarils$2  ii'r  13;  S-^i  per  39.  Also  Pekin  Dueksand  I'.ronzi-  'I'Mrkeys. 
Write  for  eh'-  in  I  i,.,.,K  free. 

PEACH  HILL  FARM, 

WISSX  AI.EXANDKK,  PA. 
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Jvane  1 


Fowl  Hits. 

All  KatS  Joke  KuUiue. 

At  u  f<uiall  iioc-iul  gathering  tbc  other  nii^bt 
boiiibliudy  hturtcil  tbe  c^^  jok^  "  rolling. 

"  iJitl  you  ever  li»  :ir  the  Htory  of  the  hart! 
boiliil  V'A'A'i-''  he  HolL-iunly  imiuireil  of  Nome  one 
acroHs  the  table. 

•'         \va«  the  iiiiioireiit  aiiHwer. 

"Tis  liiinl  to  heat,''  Muld  the  joker,  with 
tuui-h  ;<ravity. 

Vol!  i-un't  help  Hiiiiliiig  at  tbe:<c  thiiigi<,  and 
after  the  hiii-^h  ilied  ilowii  Miiiielioily  else 
Npniii;;  thin : 

"  l>id  anyliody  liear  alioiit  the  egg  in  the 
coHee'c" 

"  No,"  saiil  an  oliiiging  honieliody. 
"  That  nettles  it,"  remarked  the  Un\\i\  111:111 
blandly.^ 

Of  ri)iir»e  there  was  another  laii^'h,anil  then 
a  lirii-f  sileiii'e.  It  looked  as  if  the  eg;;  jokes 
hail  l>ren  exhausted. 

Hut  presently  a  little  woman  at  one  end  of 
the  table  ln<|uircd  in  a  high  soprano  voiec  if 
anybody  presmt  hail  heard  the  story  of  the 
three  eggs. 

The  guests  shook  their  beads,  and  one  man 

«aid  "  Xo." 

'I'wo  bad,"  she  >u.\i\.~  Vlecelund  Plain 
L>i:(U>:r. 


A  I'liyiiiK  Venture. 

Jake  Wlburhad  gone  to  Klondike  a  poor, 
rawboned  eountry  lad,  and  now  had  returned 
a  millionaire.  It  was  a  great  surprise  to  his 
friends,  for  they  all  thought  that  he  had  about 
as  big  a  ebanee  of  making  a  fortune  in  Klon- 
dike as  a  plump  turkey  has  of  life  tbe  day 
before  Thanksgiving.  lie  knew  absolutely 
nothing  about  gold  mining  of  any  sort,  and 
the  ncarestsemblanee  to  gold  that  he  had  ever 
seen  was  a  yellowish  metal  which  went  to 
make  up  a  brick  that  his  father  had  purchased 
upon  a  well  remembered  visit  to  Xcw  York. 
But  Jake  had  fooled  them  all,  and  now  was 
regarded  as  a  sort  of  a  miraculous  wonder,  by 
bis  former  companions. 

"  Ycr  struck  it  rich,  didn't  ycr,  Jake?" 
fjuestioned  bis  frituds. 

Yas,  CAii't  say  but  thet  1  did." 

"  Ilaow'd  yer  like  gold  minin,'  anyhow?" 

"  Didn't  do  none." 

"Didn't  do  no  gold  minin'?  Ilaow  in 
thunder  did  yer  git  ycr  money,  then?" 

'•  liaisin'  ehicUens.  I  bed  a  hundred  tew 
Btiirt  with,  an'  1  used  my  claim  ns  11  chicken 
ranch  'stead  of  wastin'  my  time  buntiu'  fer 
gold.  Gold's  mighty  iinsarlin',  yew  know, 
an'  chickens  wuz  a  i)ayin'  business  l  ight  from 
the  start.  I'-ggs  brought  §12  a  dozen,  an' 
chickens  sold  fer  $ti  a  pound,  feathers  an'  all. 
I  couldn't  begin  ter  supply  tbe  demand 
nohaow." 

Wall,  I'll  be  cow  kicked  ef  thet  warn't  a 
good  scheme,  but  durncd  ef  I  can  sec  haow 
the  blanio  cliickeiis  could  scratch  a  livin'  up 
thar  in  Ivlondikc,"  ventured  one  of  Jake's 
hearer.-. 

"Hub,  tliet's  easy.  Yew  see  we  hev  lots  of 
big  skecters  up  thar,  aii'  whenever  it  gits  a 
little  colder  then  usual  the  durn  skceters  git 
frozen  like,  an'  don't  know  nothin'.  The 
ground  is  jest  covered  with  'em  a  layiu' 
around,  an"  the  l-hickens  don't  lose  no  tisne  in 
pickin"  'em  up.  .Skceters  makes  'em  lat,  too, 
an'  1  didn't  bev  tew  buy  no  feed  fer  'em  tbe 
bill  lime  I  was  up  thar." 

'•Wall,  naow,  skceters  is  some  use  arter  all, 
ain't  they?  Hut,  gol  durn  it,  Jake,  I  don't 
see  haow  yer  could  make  millions  out  o'  jest 
chicken  meat  an'  eggs." 

"  Didn't.    I  .sold  gold  dust  t'  boot." 

"  I  thought ycrsaid  yerdidn'tdononiinin'." 

''Didn't.    The  chickens  did  it  fer  me." 

"  Chickens?" 

"Why,  sartin;  chickens  hez  got  tew  hev 
sand,  ain't  Ibcy?  AVall,  afore  tbey,  bed  bei-n 
up  thar  a  month  plain  sand  warii't  good 
enou.gh  for  'em  —  they  bed  tew  hev  gold  dust, 
an'  they  scratched  till  they  got  it.  Yew 
couldn't  fool  'em.  cither.  When  I  come  ter 
kill  'o\n  I  found  all  their  sand  ba^rs  chock  full 
of  gold.  They-avcrage  about  half  a  pound  o' 
dust  apiece.  Yew  see,  this  war  all  clear 
protit — didn't  even  bev  tew  buy  bags  fer 
the  gold,  as  'twas  already  done  up  in  bags, 
neat  as  you  please.  T  tell  >ew,  boys,  , 'tis  .1 
great  business,  au'  I'm  goin'  back  in  the 
spring  an'  pull  out  another  million  or  bust." — 
Exchauge. 
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Illustrations 


WlohinKto  introduce  our  Illustrated  scmt- 
monthlv,  l-  arm  and  Uuuie,  into  every  borne 
where  It  is  not  at  jire.-eiit  taken,  «e  will  send  It 
uutll  .Ian.  1.  IbSs,  on  trial  for  only  30  cents,  in 
Btainiis  or  silver,  ami  to  all  .~utj>ei  iLii  j  wiUiln  30 
days,  we  will  s^  inl  The  .St.indard  Cyclopaedia 
of  L'seful  Knowlt-dtfe,  a>  acMrilHa  below,  by 
mall,  i.oatpaid.  The  rejjular  jirlce  of  llili  Cycloi)a;dia 
ia  tf\:h. 

The  Standard  Crc]opa.'di;i  of  Tseful 
Knowledf^e, i'i)bli>he(l  in  li ve \ oiiiijues.coniainj 
1-^68  puKeii  and  G43  illustrations.  TIic  scojie 
of  the  worK  Is  rtiii:irl;uli)e,  embraemi;  almost  all 
suliji  cts  iliut  are  of  interest  ami  value  to  llie  niawes 
of  tliu  peojile.  Ainonu  tin;  topics  treated  arc  His- 
tory, KioKTaphy,  Natui-al  History,  Trav- 
el.s,  Man  inn*  and  Customs,  "Wonders 
of  the  AVorld,  Manufactures,  Inven- 
tion and  Discovery,  Woiiclera  of  tlio 
Sea,  Law,  IMiniiiK,  Foreign  Products, 
I'uiuiliar  Scicnee,  Statislics,  Agricul- 
ture. Horticulture,  Ptoclt  Itaisingr,  I'oul- 
try  Kc^epiui;.  Arcliitetturi-,  Cookery,  I'lori- 
culturc,  La<lies'  fancy  Worit.  liuuie  l»ec<j- 
ration,  Iiti<iuette,  Lace  Ulakinjr.  I'aintinir, 
Home  Aniu-sements,  Ihe  Nurstry,  The  Sick 
Koom,  etc., etc  it  di  scnljes  liie  inuft  famous 
battles  and  wonderful  events  of  history;  It 
contains  portrjiits  and  biogrraphies  of  tlie  great- 
est stato.snien,  authors,  pf  eis,  generals,  cler^ryincii, 
etc.,  of  this  and  the  preceding  century;  it  gives  Im- 
portant hints  and  sngKestions  to  farmers  con- 
cernln.;  field  crops,  fertilizers.  Implements  and  ma- 
cUlnery,  stock  rai-slng,  dalrv  fannlne,  poultry  keep- 
ing, bee  keeping,  etc.,  etc.  In  a  word,  it  Is  a  store- 
hou.se  of  useful  and  entertaining  knowledL-e,  con- 
taining the  cream  or  substance  of  twenty  ordi- 
nary volumes. 
OruL-r  now,  as  this  offer  will  not  appear  again. 

Address,  mentioning  this  paper,  FARM  AKD  H03£E,  Springfield,  Mass.,  or  Chicago.  Ill 


^HE  STANDARD 

CYCLOPAEDIA 

USEFUL  KHD^^EOet 


PRACTICAL  BUFF 


COCHINS 
LECHORNS 


Bred  from  proline  l.iying  sloek.  vignroiis.  healthy,  (  ocliin  eggs.  Pen  I.  S2  per  i:;:  SfiptrWi.  I'en  2.  $1  per  13. 
Leghorus,  Arnold  sti-uiii,  —  $1  per  l:i;  $_'.jO  per  10.   Plymouth  Kock  SI  per  IS;  S'-'-SO  per  W;  So  per  100. 


C.  B.  CROWELL, 


Brattleboro,  Vt. 


WYCKOFF'S 


WHITE 
LEGHORNS 


AMERICA'S  BUSINESS  HEN. 

Acknowledged  everywhere  the  world V  greatest  laying  strain  o£  S. »  .  Wliite  Leghorns.  No  better  slock  will 
be  found  anywhere.  They  not  only  prove  themselves  continuous  money  makers  for  me,  but  also  for  my 
customers  everywhere,  tggs  for  liatchiug  a  specialty,  selected  imly  from  the  choicest  niutings.  and  sliippeil 
safely  any  distance.  My  present  season's  matiugs  comprise,  without  question,  the  tinest  ami  best  collection  of 
birds  I  have  ever  owned,  or  ever  saw.  Eggs,  $2  per  15;  $3.75  per  SO;  $.iper4'i:  Si"  per  U«i.  Large  illustrated 
and  descriptive  eireiilar  tree.  C.  H.  WYCKOFF,  Groton,  N.  Y. 


^ '-  t^'p'  -f*  i. 


"A  year  ago,"  says  a  lady  from  Syracuse,  N.  Y..  "a  friend  of 
mine  came  on  from  Atkinson,  Me.,  to  make  me  a  visit.  She  was  in  poor 
health.  She  was  troubled  all  the  time  with  constipation  and  her  com- 
plexion was  like  dough.  She  had  had  a  bad  attack  of  jaundice  a  y^ar 
before  and  thought  it  was  coming  on  again.  I  had  some  Ripans 
Tabulcs  in  the  house  and  got  her  to  try  them.  In  four  days  she  felt 
better  and  after  she  get  home  she  wrote  me  she  had  used  another 
dollar's  worth  of  them,  and  was  entirely  well  and  as  tough  as  could  be. 
I  believe  they  saved  her  from  a  hard  fit  of  sickness." 

A  new  style  i\u ::  -t  containin..-  ten  rtt  \xs  TMirT.RS  in  r  p."ux~r  .-.irt.^n  (  vittiont  pli^^  is  now  for  s.ile  at  some 
drug  ston's  fok  y\\i:  CESTS-  Tins  lo>v-nrH-e<l  son  is  intondi'd  for  the  |>oor.tnil  tiie  econoniiral.  Oni  ii.  zt  n 
of  the  tlve-eoul  cartons  i  I'io  tabulea)  CHit  be  bad  oy  TU;iil  hv  s*'nditur  fort\  -^-igjit  cents  to  the  KlPAys  CHEJilCAli 
Coxgxsi,  Xo.  10  tpruiX)  Street,  Xcw  York— or  a  sm^jlc  carton  (iex  lABfLss)  will  be  sent  lor  five  cents. 


GIANT  STRAIN 

Light  Brahmas. 

Eggs  for  lialclilDg  from  4  extra  line  niatiogs.  Yard 
No.  1  is  iieadeil  by  1st  prize  cock  at  Koston;  and  y.-iri| 
No.2bv2d  prize  cock  at  l{<istoii;  )anl  No,  3  by  vei\ 
flue  1:>J  lb.  cock'l ;  and  yard  Xo.  4"by  (itii  prize  coekl 
at  liovioii:  I'J  regular  aud  sfieclal  prize:>on  14  binls  at 
ISostoii,  Jau.,  lisyS. 

— ^  ^ — ^4  ^ — s4  ^ — ^    $i   for  one  sittint: 

■  H  .#  ~m-m  'or   two  sitting- 

-■--^  ^  >-^y    SPi  f„r  three  sIliliiKs 

KOI.I-IN.S  i;it<JS.,  Woodvillo,  Mass. 

STANDARD  BRED 

WliilB  LegHOFDS, 

Large,  vigorous,  extra  layers.  Wluuer>  at  Ne" 
York,  1S9.1.  leOC  1.S97,  and  189S,  and  at  Boston.  IST  an'l 


ISIS. 


Stock  and  eggs  for  sale. 

WHITING  FARM, 

Holyoke,  Mass. 
THE  IMPROVED 


INCU  BATOR. 

The  luosi  practical  inacliiue  on  the  market.  All  the 
large  New  Lngland  poultry  growers  use  them,  many 
lirins  using  from  lo  to  2.i'of  our  tXi-egg  size.  .More 
than  UM.I  bbls.  of  dressed  poultry  shipped  lo  market 
eacli  season,  within  a  radius  of'a  few  miles  of  our 
factory,  all  hatched  in  "  Monarch incubators. 

Scud  2c.  stamp  for  illustrated  catalogue. 

South  Easton,  Mass. 


Poultry 
Supplies! 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTIO.N. 

Bone  Cutters,  Iiicul>ators, 
Cruslieii  Oyster  Shells  ami  other  Grits, 
(irouiiit  Meat  Meals.  Beef  .Scraps,  Bone, 
Drinkinir  Fountains.  Feeiliiis;  Pans, 
Poultry  NettinL;,  Condilion  Powder,  etc. 

Cut  Clover  Hay 

lieady  for  usij. 

At  $1.75  per  lOO  pound  Sack. 

Large  illustrated  Catalogue  free. 

HARVEY  SEED  CO.. 

'n  &  19  Ellicott  St..  Buffalo.  N.Y. 


CAPON 

(iaiH'-Worm  Extractor, 
"ix-.  Heiiiit  hy  .Monev- 
Onler  or  registered  lett.'r. 
G.  P.  PILLIXU  &  SON.S, 
1229  Callowhill  SSfreet, 
Philadelphia,  I'.a. 


t'omplete  set,  with  full 
instructions,  post-iuiid, 
on  receipt  of  $"J.'>ii.  i> p. 
t-'apoii  itixik  free  for  2c. 
stamji.  Poultry  Marker. 
i5c.    Koiip  Nvringe,  loc 

TOOLS 


EGGS.  EGGS. 

F.  C.  WHITM.\RSH,  Cuyler,  N.T. 

nreetier  <if  the  best  strains  of  poultry  in  the  country, 
will  sell  engs  SI  per  siiiing.  B.  P.  Rocks.  Hawkins  and 
Hrown  egg  slr.iiii.  \V.  P.  Rocks,  Gallinger  ami  Tavlnr 
strain,  li.  .Minorca,  Knapp  and  Xortliup  strain. 
S.  C.  W.  Leshorns,  Kiiani>'Hros.  si  rain.  li. 
Leghorns,  White  strain.  Imp.  Pekin  Ducks.  K.inkin 
strain.  Will  sell  eirirs  from  tlie  followini.'  ai  Sl.'^i  per 
li.  Solid  I!nrt"  Leghorns.  Arnobrs.  AV.  Wyan- 
clottes,  Hawkins  and  Knapp.  >!amnioih  Bronze 
Turkey  eg.gs,  $2..50  per  9:  S3  per  13.  A  few  choice 
cockerels  for  sale.  Circular  free. 


